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LETTER XXXVL 



Td THfi PRINTER OF THB PUBLIC ADVBR- 
TIS6R. 



SIR, January 30, i;;!. 



I 



F we recolledl \% wh^t manner the Kiu^i 
Friends have been conftantly employed , we 
ihall have no reafon to be farprifed at any con* 
dition of difgrace, to which the once-refpedled 
name of Englifhmen may be degraded. His 
Majefty has no cares, bat fach as concern the 
laws and conflitution of this couqtry« In hia 
Royal breail there is no room left for refeot- 
inent« no place for hoilile featiments againft the 
natural enemies of his crown. The fyftem of* 
government is uniform. — Violence and oppref- 
iion at home can only be fupportcd by trea- 
chery and fubmiHion abroad. When the civil 
Tights of the people are daringly invaded on 
one fide» what have we to expedl, bnt that 
their political rights fhould be deferted and be- 
trayed, in the fame proportion, on the other ? 
The plan of domeftic policy, which has been 
invariably purftted, from the moment of his 

Vot. IL fi prefent 
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prefent Majefty's acceffion, engrofles all the 
attention of his fcrvants. They know that the 
fecurity of their places depends upon their 
maintaining, at any hazard, the fecret fyflem 
of the clofer. A foreign war might erabarrafs, 
an unfavourable event might ruin the minifter, 
and defeat the deep laid fcheme of policy, to 
which he and his afTociates owe their employ- 
ments. Rather than fuffer the execution of 
that fcheme to be delayed or interrupted, the 
King has been advifed ta make a public fur- 
render, a folemn facrifice, in the face of all 
Europe, not only of the interefts of his fub- 
jeflsy but of his own perfonal reputation, and 
of the dignity of that crown, which his prede- 
ceflbrs have worn with honour. Thefe are 
ftrong terms, Sir, but they are fupportcd by 
fa£i and argument. 

The King of Great-Britain had been for 
feme years in polTeinon of an ifland, to which, 
as the miniftry thcmfelves have repeatedly af- 
ferted, the Spaniards had no claim of right. 
The importance of the place is not in queflion. 
If it were, a better judgment might be formed 
of it from the opinion of Lord Anfon and Lord 
Egmont, and from the anxiety of the Spa- 
niards, than from any fallacious infinuations 
thrown out by men, whofe intereft it is to un- 
dervalue that property, which they are deter- 
mined 
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jhioed to relinqaiih. The pretenfions of Spain 
were a fabje^ of negotiation between the two 
courts. They had been difcufTed, but not ad- 
mitted. The king of Spain, in ihefe circum- 
ilances, bids adieq to amicable negotiation, 
and appeals diredlly to the fword. The expe- 
dition againft Port Egn[K>nt does not appear 
to have beena fudden ill-concerted enterprife. 
It fee m 8 to have been condndied not only with 
the iifaal military precautions, but in all the 
forms and ceremonies of war. A frigate was 
fird employed to examine the Orength of the 
place. A meflage was then fent, demanding 
immediate poffeffion, in the Catholic King's 
name, and ordering our people to depart. 
At laft a military force appears, and compels 
the garriibn to furrender, A formal capitala-* 
tion enfues, and his Majcfty's (hip, which 
might at leaft have been permitted to bring 
home his troops immediately, i^ detained in 
port twenty days, and her rudder forcibly ta« 
ken away. This train of fa£ts carries no ap» 
pearance of the raihnefs or violence of a Spa- 
iii(h governor. On the contrary, the whole 
plan feems to have been formed and executed, 
in confequence of deliberate orders, and a re* 
gular inftrnftion from the Spanifh court. Mr. 
Bucarelli is not a pirate, nor has he been 
treated as fuch" by thofe who employed him, 
B 2 I feel 



6 LETTERS. 

knows where to flop, or what to refufe ; and 
when the coanfels of a great country give way 
in a fingle inllance,— when they once are in- 
clined to fabmiffion, every Hep accelerates the 
rapidity of the defccnt. The miniftry thcm- 
felves, when they framed the fpeech, did not 
forefee, that they ihbald ever accede to fuch 
an accommodation y as they have fmce advifed 
their mafter to accept of. 

The King fays, The honour of nv^ cro^wn and 
the rights of my people are deeply afftBed. The 
Spaniard, in his reply, fays, I gi've you back pof- 
fej/iojtt hut I adhere to my claim of prior rights 
refer'ving the ajfertion of it for a more fanfourahlt 
opportunity^ 

The fpeech fays, I made an immediate demand 
offatisfaHiony and, if that fails, I am prepared to 
do my/elf juftice* This immediate demand mull 
have been fent to Madrid on the 12th of Sep* 
tember, or in a few days after. It was cer- 
tainly refufed or evaded, and the King has not 
done himfelf juflice.-— When the firfl: magif- 
trate fpeaks to the nation, fome care (hould 
be taken of his apparent veracity. 

The fpeech proceeds to fay* Ifhall not dif^ 
continue my preparations until I have received pro^ 
per reparation for the injury* If this afiurance 
may be relied on, what an enormoas expencc 
hentailed^/ivr^/Vy upon this unhappy coun* 

try I 
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try \ Reftitution of a pofTeffion, and reparation 
of an iDJury are as different in fabftance, as 
they are in language. The very aft of refti- 
tution may contain, as in this inllance it pal- 
pably does, a ftiameful aggravation of the in- 
jury. A man of fpirit docs not rneafure the 
degree of an injury by the mere pofitive dr- 
inage he has fuftained. He confiders the prin- 
ciple on which it is founded ; he refents the 
fuperiority affertcd over him; and reje£ls with 
jndignation the claim of right, which his ad- 
verfary endeavours to eftabli(b, and would 
force him to acknowledge. 

The motives, on which the Catholic King 
makes relHtution, are, if poiTible, more info- 
lent and difgraceful to our Sovereign, thnn 
even the declaratory condition annexed to it. 
After taking foar months to confider, whether 
the expedition was undertaken by his own or- 
ders or not, he condefcends to difavovv the en- 
terprise, and to reftore the ifland, — not from 
any regard to juftice; — not from any regard 
he bears to his Britannic Majefty, but merely 
from the ferfuajion^ in fwhicb he />, cf the pacific- 
Jtntiments of the King of Great Britain, — At this 
rate, if oar King had difcovered the fpirit of 
a man,— if he had made a peremptory demand 
of fatisfaftion, the King of Spain would have 
given him a peremptory refafal. But why 
B 4 thfs 
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this unfeafonable, this ridicuIoDS mention of 
the Xing of Great Britain's pacific intentions ? 
Have they ever been in queflion ? Was He the 
aggreiTor? Does he attack foreign powers 
without provocation? Does he even reiift» 
when he is infulted ? No, Sir, if any ideas of 
ilrife or hodility have entered his royal miady 
they have a very different direflion. The ene- 
mies of England have nothing to fear from 
them. 

After all, Sir, to what kind of difavowal 
has the King of Spain at laft confented \ Sup- 
poficg it made in proper time, it iliould have 
been accompanied with inftaot reflitution ; . 
and if Mr. Bucarelli afled without orders, 
he deferred death. Now, Sir, inftead of im- 
mediate reflitution, we have a four months 
negociation, and the officer, whofe a£l is difa- ^ 
vowed, returns to court, and is loaded with 
honours. 
If the adual iituation of Europe be confi* 
dered, the treachery of the King's fervants, 
particularly of Lord North, who takes the 
whole upon himfelf, will appear in the ilrong-' 
eft colours of aggravation. Our allies were 
mafters of the Mediterraneatl. The King of 
France's prefent averfion from war, and the 
diHradion of his affairs are notorious. He 
is now in a flate of war with his people. In 

vain 
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▼ain did the CatboHc King folicit him to take 
pan in the qaarrel againft us. His finances 
were in the laft diforder, and it was probabis 
that his troops might find fufficieot employ-* 
jnent at home. In thefe circnmilances, wc 
fiiight have didated the law to Spain. There 
ire no terms, to which (he might not hare 
been compelled to fabmit. At the worft, a 
war with Spain alone, carries the faireft pro* 
mife of advantage. One good effed at leaft 
woold have been immediately produced by it« 
The defertion of France would have irritated 
her ally, and in all probability have di^olved 
the family com pad. The fcene is now fatally 
changed. The advantage is thrown away. 
The moil favourable opportunity is loil.— « 
Hereafrer we (hall know the valne of it* 
When the French King is reconciled to his fub- 
jeds ; when Spain has compleated her prepa* 
rations ; when the colleded (Irength of the 
houfe of Bourbon attacks us at once, the King 
himfelf wilt be able co determine upon the wis- 
dom or imprudence of his prefenc condod. 
As fat as the pfobabiHty of argument extends, 
we may fafely pronounce, that a conjundure, 
which threatens the very being of this coun- 
try, has been wilfully prepared and forwarded 
byourown miniftry. How far the people may 
J^e amttated to refinance under the prefent ad- 

miniftration^ 
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minidratioQ, i kno«v not ; bat this I know with 
certainty, that, under the prefent adminiftratiooy 
or if any thing like ii (hould continue, it is of 
very little moment whether we are a conquer- 
ed nation or not f . 

Having travelled thus far in the high road of 
matter of fa6l, I may now be permitted to wan- 
der a little into the iield of imagination. Let 
us banifti from our minds the perfuafion that 
thefe events have really happened in the reiga 
of the beft of princes. Let us confider them as 

•f The King's acceptance o£ the Sp anilh Ambafladors 
declaration^ is drawn bp ia barbarous French, and fign- 
ed by the Earl of Rocbford. This diplomatic Lord has 
fpent his Hfe in the ftudy and pra£tice of Etiquettes^ and is 
fuppofed to be a profound maimer of the ceremonies. I will 
not inlult him by any reference to grammar or common 
fenfe ^ if he were even acquainted with the common form« 
of his office> I fliould think him as well qualified for it> as 
any man in his Majefty's fervice. — The reader is rei^ueftcd 
to obferve Lord Rochford*8 method of authenticating a pub- 
lic inftrument, ** £n foi de quoi, met fouflSgne, un des 
*^ principaux Secretaires d*£tat S. M. B. ai figne la prefente 
** de ma fignature ordinaire, et icelk fait appofer le cachet 
** de not Armes." In three lines tkere are no lefs than 
feven falfe concords. But the man does not even know the 
fiile of his office;— If he had known it, he would have 
faid ** nous, fouiBgQe Secretaire d'£tat de S. M. B. avont 

nothin.^ 
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nothing more than the materials of a fable, in 
which we may conceive the Sovereign of fome 
other country to be concerned.' I mean to vio- 
late all the laws of probability, when I fup- 
pofe that this imaginary King, after having 
voluntarily difgraced himfelfin the eyes of his 
fubjeds, might return to a fenfe of his diflio- 
nour ;— that he might perceive the fnare laid for 
him by his miniders, and feel a fpark of (hame 
kindling in his bread. — The part he muflthea 
be obliged to a6t, would overwhelm him with 
confufion. To his parliament he muft fay, / 
called you together to recei*ve your adfuice^ and 
karve never ajked your opinion. — To the mer- 
chant, — / bwve diftrejftd your comtmrce ; / ba've 
dragged your feamen out of your Jhips^ Iba've load* 
ed you mjith a grievous nveight ofinfurances,''^To 
the landholder,—/ told you ^war <was too proha* 
ble, fwben I nuas determined to fubmit to any terms 
of accommodation ; I extorted ne-vj taxes from you 
before it no as pojjibletbey could be nvantedf and am 
no<w unable to account for the application of them. 
—To the public creditor, — I ba've deli'uered up 
your fortunes a prey to foreigners and to the <vileft 
of your felloiv jubjeSls. Perhaps this repenting 
Prince might conclude with one general ac- 
knowledgement to them all, — I hofve involved 
every rank of my fuhje^s in anxiety and dijlrefs, 
^tndhofve nothing to offer you in return^ but the cer* 

taintj^ 
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taintj of national dijhwourf an armed tructt and 
feace 'without fecurity. 

If thefe accounts were fettled, there would 
Aill remain an apology to Le made to his navy 
and to his army. To the firft he would fay, 
y$u tA/ere onc$ the terror of the lAjorld. But ga 
hack to your harbours, A man dijhonoured as I am. 
has no ufe for your fer^vice. It is not probable 
that he would appear again before his fol- 
dierS} even in the pacific ceremony of a re-- 
view.t But wherever he appeared, the humi- 
liating confefiion would be extorted from him» 
/ have received a blowy'^and had not fpirit to 
refent it, I demanded fatisfaHion^ and have ac- 
eepted a declaration^ in vjhich the right to firike 
mt again is ajjer ted and confirmed. His counte- 
nance at leail would fpeak this language, and 
even his guards would blufh for him. 

But to return to our argument. — The mini-. 
dry, it feems, are labouring to draw a line of 
diftinfiion between the honour of the crown 
and the rights of the people. This new idea 
has yet been only iiarted in difcourfe, for in 
cfFedl both objects have been equally facrificed. 
I neither underftand the diilindtion, nor what 
ttfe the miaiftry propofe to make of it. The 

King's 

% AMlftake. He appears before themererydayy vitk 
the mark of a blgw upon his ficc^-^freb pudor I 
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Klng^ honour is that of hh people. TJ^ 
feal honour and real interefl are the fame.—* 
i am not contending for a vain pundilio. A 
clear, unblemiflied character comprehends not 
only the integrity that will not offer, bat the 
fpirit that i^ill not fobmit to an injury ; and 
whether it belongs to an individual or to a 
community, it is the foundation of peace, of 
independance, and of fafety. Private credit 
is wealth ;«— public honour is fecurity.— The 
leather that adorns the royal bird, fupports 
his flight. Scrip him of his plumage and you 
£x him to the earth. 

J U N I U S. 

LETTER XXXVII. 

TO THJS f RINTEH OP THE PUBLIC ADVBH** 
TISEa. 

SIR, 6. February^ 177 1. 

J. Hope your correfpondent Junius is better 
employed than in anfwerlng or reading the 
criticifms of a news-paper. This is a taikf 
from which, if he were inclined to fubmit to 
It, his friends ought to relieve him. Upon 
this principle, I ihall undertake to anfwer 
An ti" Junius ; more, I believe, to his convic- 
tion than to his iatis&Aion, Not daring to 

attack 
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attack the main body of Junius^s laft letter, he 
triumphs in having, as he thinks, furprifed 
Sfl out- pod, and cut off a detached argument, 
a mert draggling propofition. But even in 
this petty warfare, he (hall find himfelf de- 
feated. 

Junius does not fpeak of the Spanifh natiofi 
as the natural enemies of England. He applies 
that defcripcion with the ilrideft truth and juf- 
tice, to the Spanilh Court, From the moment 
when a Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon af^ 
ccnded that throne, their whole fyftem of go- 
vernment was inverted and became hodile to 
this country. Unity of pofleffion introduced 
a unity of politics, and Lewis the fourteenth 
had reafon when he faid to his grandfon. 
** The Pyrenees are remo'ved.** The Hiftory of 
the prefent century is one continued confirma- 
tion of the prophecy. 

The Aflertion ^*That 'violence and oppref- 
*• Jion at home can only be fupported by treachery 
•* and fuhmijjion abroad ^^^ is applied to a free 
people, whofe rights are invaded, not to the 
government of a country, where defpotic, or 
abfolute power is confefTedly vcfted in the 
prince ; and with this application, the afler- 
tion is true. An abfolute monarch having no 
points to carry at home, will naturally main- 
tain the honour of his crown in all his tranf- 

adions 
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a£lion$ with foreign powers. But if we could 
fuppofe bhe Sovereign of a free nation, pof« 
fefTed with a defign to make himfelf abfolute, 
he would be ioconiiftent with hioifelf if he 
faffered his projects to be interrupted or em- 
barraifed by a foreign war ; unlefs that war 
tended, as in fome cafes it might, to promote 
his principal deitgn. Of the three exceptions 
to this general rule of condudl, (quoted by 
Anti-Junius) that .of Oliver Cromwell is the 
only one in point. Harry the Eighth, by the 
fubmiffion of his parliament, was as abfolute 
a prince as Lewis the Fourteenth, Queen £11* 
zabeth's government was not oppreilive to the 
people ; and as to her foreign wars, it ought 
to be confidered that they were unavoidable. 
The national honour was not in queftion. She 
was compelled to fight in defence of her own 
perfon and of her title to the crown. In the 
common caufe of felfiOi policy, Oliver Crom- 
well fhould have cultivated the friendfliip of 
foreign powers, or at lead have avoided dif* 
putes with them, the better to eftablilh hia 
tyranny at home. Had he been only a bad 
man, he would have facrificed the honour 
of the nation to the fuccefs of his domeflic po- 
licy. But, with all his crimes, he had the 
fpirit of an Englilhman. The condud of fuch 
a man muft always be an exception to vulgar 

rules* 
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rules. He had abilities fuflicient to reconcile 
contradictions, and to make a great nation at 
the fame moment anhappy and formidable. If 
it were not for the refped I bear the minifter, 
I could name a man, who, without one grain 
t)f underdanding, can do half as much as OH'* 
*er Cromwell. 

Whether or no there be a fecret fyjiem in the 
clofet, and what may be the objedl of it, are 
^ueftions, which can only be determined by 
ap|>earances, and on which evjery man muft 
decide for himfelf 

The whole plan of Junius^^ letter proves 
that he himfelf makes no diHindlion between 
the real honour of the crown and the real in- 
tereft of the people. In the climax, to which 
your correfpondent objeds, Junius adopts the 
language of the Court, and, by that confor- 
mity, gives ftrength to his argument. He fays 
that, *' the King has not only facrijiced the intereji 
** of his people, but, (what was likely to touch 
■' him more nearly,) his perfonal reputation and 
*• the dignity of his cro-wn.^' 

The queries, put by Jnti- Junius, can only 
be anfwered by the miniflry. Abandoned as 
they are, I fancy they will not confefs that they 
Lave for fo many years, maintained poffeflion 
of another man's property. After admitting 
tlie afTertion of the miniflry— -viz. that the Spa^ 

niards 
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niards had no rightful claim ^ and aftcrjuftlfying 
them for faying fo ; — it is his bufinefs not tnitiet 
to give U8 lome good rcafon for i\it\T fuffering^ 
the pretenfions of Spain to be afuhjt^ of negotiation* 
]^e admits the fdfls ; — let him reconcile them 
if he can. 

The laft paragraph brings us back to the 
original qaefiion, whether the Spanifh decla- 
ration contains fuch a fatisfadion as the King 
of Great Britain ought to have accepted. This 
was the field, upon yvhich he ought to have en- 
countered Junius openly and fairly. But here 
he leaves the argument^ as no longer dcfenA- 
ble. I (hall therefore conclude with onegene- 
ral admonition to my fellow fubje£ls; — that, 
when they hear thefe matters debated, the/ 
ihould not fuffcr themfelves to be mifled by ge- 
neral declamations upon the conveniencies of 
peace, or the roiferies of war. Between peace 
and war, abilradedly, there is not, there can- 
not be a qaeflion in the mind of a rational be- 
ing. The real queflions are. Have ^we anyfi^ 
turity that the peace ixje have fo dearly purcbajed 
luillhji a fwe/vemonth ? find, if not,— i&flv* ot?^, 
cr have nue notp facrificed thefaireji opportunity of 
making 'war ^with advantage ? 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 

S I R, 22. Jpril 1771. 

X O write forprofit without taxing the prefs; 
to write for fame and to be unknown ; — to fup- 
portthe intrigues of fadion and to be difown- 
ed» as a dangeroii^ auxiliap^y, by evexy party in 
the kingdom, are con trad i£lions, which the 
minifter mud reconcile, before I forfeit my 
credit with the public. I may quit the fer- 
vice, but it would be abfurd to fufped mc of 
defertion. The reputation of thefe papers is 
an honourable pledge for my attachment to the 
people. To facrifice a refpe&ed character, and 
to renounce the efteem of fociety, requires 
more than Mr. Wedderburne's refolution ; and 
'though, in him, it was rather a profeflion. than 
a defertion of his principles, [I fpeak tender- 
ly of this gentleman, for when treachery is In 
queftion, 1 think we (hould make allowances for 
a Scotchman,] yet we have feen him in the 
houfe of commons over-whelmed with confu- 
Hon, and almoft bereft of his faculties.— But in 
truth. Sir, I have left no room for an accom- 
modation with the piety of St James's. My 

offences 
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sJTences are not to be redeemed by recantation 
or repentance. On one fide, our warmed pa- 
triots woald difclaim me as a burthen to their 
honeft ambition. On the other, the vileft pro- 
Hitution, if Junius could defcend to it, would 
lofe its natural merit and influence in the cabi- 
net, and treachery be no longer a recommend* 
ation to the royal favour* 

The petfons, who, till within thcfe few 
years, have been mod diftinguifiied by their 
zeal for high church and prerogative, are now» 
ic Teems, the great afierters of the privileges of 
the hoafe of commons. This fudden altera- 
tion of their fentiments or language carries with 
ic a fufpicious appearance. When. I hear the 
undefined privileges of the populir branch 
of the Icgiflatiire exalted by Tories and Jaco- 
bites, at the cxpence of thofe flrift rights, 
which are known to the fubje^^l and limited by 
the laws, I cannot but fufpedl, that feme mif- 
chievous fcheme is in agitation, to dedrcy 
both law and privilege, by oppofing them to 
each other. They who have uniformly denied 
the power of the whole legiflature to alter the 
defcent of the crown, and whofe ancettors, in 
rebellion againfl his Majefty's family, have de- 
fended that do^rine at the hazard of their 
lives, now teU us that privilege of parliament 
is the only rule of right, and the chief fecurity 
C 2 of 



20 LETTERS. 

of the public freedom,— I fear. Sir, that, while 
fbrms remain, there has been {omt material 
change in the fubftance of oar conditucion. 
The opinions cf thefe men were too abfard to 
be fo eafily renounced. Liberal minds are 
open to con vidion .-^Liberal dodrines arc ca- 
pable of iraproveinent«--^There are profelites 
from atheifm, but none from foperilition.— ^If 
their prefent profeffions were iincere, I think 
they could'fiot but be highly offended at feeing 
a queftion, concerning parliamentary privi- 
lege> onneceiTarily ilarced at a feafon fo unfa* 
vonrable to the houfe of commons, and by fo 
very mean and infignificant a per(bn as the mi- 
nor Onfiow* They knew that the prefent houfe 
of commons, having commenced hoflilities 
with the people, and degraded the anthoruy 
of the laws. by their own example, were likely 
enough to be reiifted, per fm {ff ne/as. If 
they were really friends to privilege, they 
would have thought the queftion of right too 
dangerous to be haaarded at this feafon, and, 
without the formality of a convention^ would 
have left it undecided. 

I have been iilent hitherto, though not from 
that (hameful xndifFerence about the intercfls 
of ibcietyt which too many of us profefs, and 
call moderation. ' I confefs, Sir, that I feic 
jthe prejudices of fliy educationi in favour of a 

houfe 
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kouTe of commons, dill hangmg khmBt me. I 
thoQgbt that a queftion, between law and pri* 
Tilege, could ivever be brongfat to a formal de- 
cifiojDy without ipcooveoience to the poblic 
iervice, or a maoifed dimination of legal li- 
berty ;-i— that it ought therefore to be carefully 
livoided : and when I hw that the violence of 
tbehoaie of oommons had carried (hem too far 
to retreaty I determined not to deliver a hady 
opinion upon a matter of fo much delicacy and 
importance. 

The ftate of things is much altered in this 
country, fince it was neceiTary to proteci Pur 
reprefentattv^s againft :he dired power of tb^ 
crown. We have nothing to apprehend from 
prerogative, but every thing ffom undue in- 
fluence. Formerly it was the iniereft of the 
people, that the privileges of parliameiit ihould 
be left unlimited and undefioed. Ac piefe/)t it 
is not only their intereft, bat I hold it to be ef- 
fentially neceflary to the preiervation of the 
conftitution^ that the privileges of parliament 
ihouki be llrid^ly afcertained, and confined 
within the narroweil bounds the nature of their 
infttttttion will admit €>f. Upon the fame 
principle, on which I would have re£(l|sd pre- 
i«gauve in the laft century, 1 jm>w refift privi^ 
lege. It is indi^erent to ]xm» H^hether the 
ff^WDi by its own immediate a^, impofes newV 
C 3 and 
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and difpenfes with old laws, or whether the 
fame arbitrary power produces the fame elFefls 
through the medium of the houfe of commons. 
We trufted our reprefentatives with privilegesr 
for their own defence and ours. We cannot 
hinder their dcferiion, but we can prevent 
their carrying over their arms to the fervice of 
the enemy.— •!£ will be faid, that I begin with 
endeavouring to reduce the argument concern- 
ing privilege to a mere queftion of conve- 
nience ; — that I deny at one moment what I 
would allow at another ; and that to refill the 
power of a proftituted houfe of commons may 
cftablifti a precedent injurious toallfuturepar^ 
liaments. — To this I anfwer generally, that 
'human affairs are in no inftance governed by 
ftridk pofitive right. If change of circumftances 
were to have no weight in direfting our con- 
duft and opinions, the mutual intercoirrfe of 
mankind would be nothing more than a conten- 
tion between pofitive and equitable right. So- 
ciety would be a flate of war, and law itfelf 
would be injuftice. On this general ground^ 
it is highly reafonable, that the degree of our 
fubmiflion to privileges, which have never been 
defined by any pofitive law, fhould be confi- 
dered as a queftion of convenience, and pro- 
portioned to the confidence we repofe in the 

integrity 
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integrity of our rcprefentatives. As to the in- 
jury we may do to any future and more re^ 
pe^lable houfe'of commons, I own I am not 
nowr.fanguine enough toexpedl a more plenti- 
ful harveft of parliamentary virtue in one year 
than another. Our political climate is fevere- 
]y altered ; and, without, dwelling upon the 
depravity of modern times, I think.no reafon- 
able man will expeA that, as human nature is 
confiitated, the enormous influence of the 
crown fliould ceafe to prevail over the virtue 
of individuals. The mifchief lies too deep tQ 
be cured by any remedy, lefs than fome great 
convulfion, which may either carry back the 
conllitution to its original principles,, or ut'tecr 
ly dellroy it. I do not doubt that, in the firft 
feillon after the next eledion, fome popular 
meafures maybe adopted. The prefent houfe 
of commons have injured themfelves by too 
early and public profeiCon.of their principles ; 
and if a ftrain of proflitution, which had no 
example, were within the reach of emulation, 
it might be imprudent to hazard the experi- 
ment too foon. But after all, Sir, it is very 
immaterial whether a houfe of commons Ihall 
preferve their virtue for a week, a month, oe 
a year. The influence, which makes a Cepten- 
nial parliament dependent upon the pleafure of 
C 4 the 
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the crown y has a permanent operation, and 
cannot fail of faccefs.'— Mypremifet^ I know, 
wi'il b< denied in argament, bat every nan's 
confcience tells him they are true. It remiiins 
then to be confidered, whether it be for the 
intereil of the people that privilege of paflia- 
nent (which,^ in refped to the purpofes, for 
which it has hitherto been acqaiefced under* 
is merely nominal) fhould be don traded within 
fome certain limits, or whether the fubjeA {hall 
be at the mercy of a power, arbitrary upon the 
face of it, and notoriooily under the diredlion 
cf the crown. 

I do not mean to decline the qaefticn of 
right. On the contrary, Sir, I join ifloe with 
the advocates for privilege and affirm, that» 
•* excepting the cafes, wherein the houfe of 
** commons are a coon of judicature, [to 

' J " The neceflity of fecuring the houfe of cemmon« a- 
** gainft the King's power, fo that no interraptioA might 
*' be given either to the attendance of the snem))er6 ia par* 
*' liament, or to the freedom of debate, was the foundatian 
" of parliamentary privilege j and we may obferve, in all 
'* the addredes of new appointed Speakers to the Sovereign, 
" the utmoft privilege they demand is liberty of fpeech and 
** freedom from arrefts. The very word privilege, meant 
** no more'than immunity, or a fafeguard to the party wh« 
^ pofle0ea it, and can never be conflrued iato ina^ivc 
*' power of invading the rights of others," 

*« which. 
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*' which, from the nature of their (^e, a 
*< coercive power mail belong] and excepting 
** fach conteonpu as immediately interrupt 
** their proceedings, they have no legal an* 
'' thority CO impriA>n any man for any fup-. 
** poled violation of privilege whatfoever."-— 
It is not pretended that privilege, as now ' 
claimed, has ever been defiaed or confirmed 
by ilatyte ; neither can ic be faid, with any 
colour of truth» to be a part of the common 
law o( England, which had grown into pre- 
fcripdon, long before we knew any thing of 
the exi Hence of a houfe of commons. As for 
the law, of parliament it is only another name 
for the privilege in queftion ; and fince the 
power of creating new privileges has been 
ibrmally renounced by both houfes* — fince 
there is no code, in. which we can iludy the 
Jaw of parliament, we have but one way left 
to make onrfelve^ acquainted with it ;^-»that 
is, to coApare the nature of the inlUtution 
fii a houfe of commons, with the fads upon 
record. To eftablifii a claim of privilege ia 
either hoofe, and to diftingailh original right 
from nfurpation, it mull appear that it is in* 
difpenfabJy neceilkry for the performance of 
the duty they are employed ifi« and alfo chat 
at hat been uniforiDly nilowed. From the 

firft 
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firft part bf this defctiption it follows clearljr, 
that whatever privilege does of right belong 
to the prefent hotife of commons^ did equally 
belong to the firft aflcmbly of their prcdcccf- 
fors, was as compleatly vefted in them, and 
might have been exercifed in the fame extent. 
From the fecond we mull infer that privi- 
leges, which for feveral centories, were not 
only never allowed, but never even claimed 
by ihc houfe of commons, muft be foandcd 
upon ufurpation. The conftitutional duties of 
a hottfe of commons, are not very complicated 
nor myfterious. They arc to propofe or af- 
fent to wholefome laws for the benefit of the 
nation. They are to grant the neceflary aids 
to the King f — petition for the redrefs of 
grievances, and profecute treafon or high 
crimes againft the Aate. If unlimited privi« 
lege be neceiTary to the performance of thc(e 
duties, we have reafon to conclude that, for 
many centuries after the iaftitution of the 
houfe of commons, they were never performed. 
I am not bound to prove a negative, bat I ap- 
peal to the Englifli hiftory wheft I affirm that, 
with the exceptions already dated, (which yet 
I might fafely relinquifh) there is no prece** 
dent, from the year 1265 to the death of 
Queen Elizabeth, of the houfe of commona 

having 
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having Imprifoned any man (not a member of 
their houfc) for contempt or breach of privi- 
lege. In the mod flagrant cafes, and whea 
ihcir acknowledged privileges were moft grofs- 
]y violated, the foor Commons^ as they then fti- 
led themfelvcs, never took the power of pu- 
ni(hment into their own hands. They either 
foDght redrcfs by petition to the King, or, 
what is more remarkable, applied for jullice 
to the houfe of lords ; and when fatisfad^ion 
was denied them or delayed, their only re- 
medy was to refufe proceeding upon the 
King's buHnefs. So little conception had out* 
anceflors of the monllroas doctrines, now 
maintained concerning privilege, that, in the 
reign of Elizabeth, even liberty of fpeech, the 
vital principle of a deliberative afiembly, was 
retrained, by the Qj^een's authority, to a fim- 
ple aye or no, and this reftridtion, though im- 
pofed upon three fucceflive parliaments {, was 
never once difputed by the houfe of commons. 
I know there are many precedents of arbi- 
trary commitments for contempt. Bat, be- 
itdes that they are of too modern a date to 
w-arrant a prefumption that fuch a power was 
originally veiled in the houfe of commons^— • 

j: In the yean t593-*-J597p-»and i6oi« 

Faa 
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Fail silont docs not conftitute Ri^l?t, If if 
does, general warrants were lawful. — An or- 
dinance of the two houfes has a force equal ta 
law ; and the criminal jurifdidlion aiTuaied by 
the Commons in 1621, in the cafe of Edward 
Loyd is a good precedent, to warrant the like 
proceedings againfl any man, who (hall unad- 
vifedly mention the fblJy of a King, or the 
ambition of a Princefs.-i— The truth is, Sir, 
that the greated and mofl exceptionable pait 
of the privileges now contended for, were in- 
troduced and aiferted by a houfe of commons 
which aboliihed both monarchy and peerage,, 
and whofe proceedings, although they ended 
in one glorious adt of fubflantial juilice, could 
no way be reconciled to the forms of the coo» 
ftitution. Their fucceflbrs profited by the ex* 
ample, and confirmed their power by a mode«^ 
rate or a popular ufc of ic. Thus it grew by 
degrees, from a notorious innovation at one 
period, to be tacitly admitted as the privilege 
of parliament at another. 

If however it could be proved,, from coafi- 
deratioiis of neceffity or convenience, that an 
unlimited power of commitment ought to be 
intruded to the houfe of commons, and tb^t 
infa£l they have exercifed it without oppofi- 
tion^ M\y in ceniciBphtioA of lawy |he pre- 

fttmption 
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fumptioD IS flron^Iy againil them. It is ft 
leading maxim of the laws of England (and 
without ity all laws are nagatory) that there 
is no right without a remedy, nor any legal 
power without a legal courfe to carry it into 
^ffe^. Let the power, now in queflion, be 
tried by this rule. Th« Speaker iflues his war- 
rant of attachment. The party attached ei- 
ther refifts force with force, or appeals to a 
snagifirate, who declares the warrant illegal, 
and difcharges the prifoner. Does the law 
provide no legal means for in forcing a legal 
Avarrant? Is there no regular proceeding point- 
ed out in our law books to aifert and vindicate 
the authority of fo high a court as the houfe 
of commons ? The cjacllion is anfwered di- 
reftly by the fadl. Their unlawful commands 
are refifted, ajid they have no remedy. The 
imprifonment of their own members i^Vevengc , 
indeed, but it is no aflertion of the privilege 
they contend for J. Their whole proceeding 

"l Upon their own principles, tkey Hiould have commit-, 
ted Mr. Wilkei, who bad been guilty of a greater ofFcnce 
than even the Lord-Mayor or Aldrrman Oliver. But af- 
ter repeatedly ordering him to attend, they at laft adjourned 
beyond the day appointed for his attendance, and by this 
mean, pitiful evafion, gave up the point.— Such is the 
ibrce of coafcious guUt 1 ^ 

flops. 
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ftops, and there they (land, afhaAed to retreat^ 
and unable to advance. Sir, thefe ignorant 
men Ihould he informed that the execution of 
the laws of England is not left in this uncer- 
tain, defencelefs condition. If the procefs of 
the courts of Wcftminftcr hall berefifted, they 
have a dired courfe, fufficient to inforce fub- 
mifSon. The court of King's Bench com- 
mands the Sheriff to raife the pojfe comltcuus. 
The courts of Chancery and Exchequer iffue a 
*wrtt of re^JIiofty which muft alfo be fupported, 
jf ncccfTary, by the power of the county. — 
To whom will our honeft reprcfentatives di- 
reft i/?eir writ of rebellion ? The guards, I 
doubt not, are willing enough to be employed, 
but they know nothing of the doftrine of writs, 
and may think it neceiTary to wait for a letter 
from. Lord Barrington. 

It may now be objedled to me, that my ar- 
guments prove too much ; for that certainly 
there may be inflances of contempt and in- 
fult to the houfe of commons, which do noc 
fall within my own exceptions, yer, in regard 
to the dignity of the houfe, ought not to pafs 
unpanifiied. Be it fo.— -The courts of crimi- 
nal jurifdidion are open to profecutions, which 
the Attorney General may commence by in- 
formation or indiiflment. A libel, tending to 

afpeife 
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afperfe or villif/ the hoofe of commons, or 
any of their members, may be as feverely pu- 
niihed in the court of King's-ben^b, as a libel 
upon the King. Mr. De Grey thought {6g 
when he drew ap the ioformation upon my 
letter to his Majeily, or he had no meaning 
in charging it to be a fcandalous libel upon 
the houfe of commons. In xvy opinion, they 
would coofult their real dignity much better, 
by appealing to the laws when they are of- 
fended, than by violating the firft principle of 
natural^ u{lice» which forbids us to be judges, 
when we are parties to the caufe X» 

1 do not mean to purfue them through the 
remainder of their proceedings. In their firlt 
refolutions, it is poflible they might have been 
deceived by ilUconfidered precedents. For 

% '* If it be demanded, in cafe a fuhjeCt ihould be com- 
*' mined by cither houfe, for a matter manifeftly oat of 
" their jurifdiflion, what remedy can he have ? I anfwcr, 
^ that it cannot ^e wdl imagined th^t the law, which fa- 
** voori nothing more than the liberty of the fuhjeO, 
-*< fhould give us a remedy againft commitments by tbe 
** King himfelf, appearing to be illegal, and yet give us no 
** manner of redrcfs againft a commitment by our fellow 
*' fubjeds, equally appearing to be unwarranted. But at 
" 'this is a cafe, which I am perfuaded will never happeD> 
** it feems needlefs over nicely.to examine it,-^Hawkins 2. 
^ 220*— "—iV* B, He waia gccd lazoyer, but no prophets 

the 
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tbe reft, there is no colour of palliation or ex- 
cufe. They have advifed the King to refumc 
a power of difpenfing with the laws by royal 
proclamation % ; and Kings we fee are ready 
enough to follow fuch advice — By mere vio- 
icnce, and without the (hadow of right, they 
have expunged the record of a judicial pro- 
ceeding f* Nothing remained, but to attri- 
bute to their own vote a power of (lopping 
the whole diftribution of criminal and civil 
juftice. 

The public virtues of the chief nftgiftrate 
have long fince ceafcd to be in queftion. But 
It is faid that he has private good qualities, 
and I myfelf have been ready to acknowledge 

J That their p»aaic« miglrt be every way conformable 
to their principles, the houfc proceeded to advifc the 
crown to publi/Ii a proclamation univerfally acknowledged 
to be iU«g^. Mr. Moreton publicly protcfted againft it be- 
fore it was iffued } and Lord Mamfield, thoogh not fcn>. 
pulous to an extrcnae, fpeaks of it wiih horror. It is re- 
markable enough that the very men, who advifed the pro- 
clamation, and who hear it arnigaed everyday both within 
ioors and without, arc not daring enough to utter one 
word in its defence, nor have they ventured to take the 
leaft notice of Mr. Wilkes for difcharging the pcrfoni ap- 
prehended under it, 

t Lord Chatham very properly called this the a« of a 
snobf not of a fenate. 

them. 
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tliem. They are now brought to the teft. If 
be loves his people, he will diflblve a parlia- 
jnent, which they can never confide in or re- 
aped. — If he has any regard for his own ho- 
nour, he will difdaiA to be any longer con-- 
aeded with fuch abandoned proftitution. But 
if it were conceivable, that a. King of ihi$ 
Country had loft ail fenfe of perfonal honour, 
and all concern for the welfare of his fubjedts, 
I confefs, Sir, I ihould be contented to re- 
nounce the forms of the conftitution once 
more, if there were no other way to obtain 
.fubiiaiuial jaftice for the people {• 

JUNIUS. 

t When Mr« Willces waslo be pttniflied, they made no 
fcruple about the privileges of parliament 3 and although 
it tiaa at well known as any matter of publicTecord and 
uninterrupted cuftom could be, that the numheri of ^tber 
koufe are privilege^ except in cafe o/jreafon, feiwy, or breacB 
cf peaccy they declared without hclitation that pr'fvUege of 
farllament did not extend to the cafe of a f edit tons libel \ and 
nndoubtedly they would have done the fame if Mr. Wilkes 
had b^n profecuted fur any other mifdemeanor whatfo- 
ever. The miniftry are of a fudden grown wonderfully 
careful of privileges, which their predecefTors were as ready 
to invade. The known laws of the land, the rights of the 
fi)bje£t, the fanClity of charters, and the reverence due td 
dnr ma^iftrates, nuift all give way, without queftion or re- 
£ibnce, to a pf ivilege of which no man knows either the 
«^yoi..H. P origin 
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origin or the extent. The houfe of coinnions ju4ge e# 
their own privileges without appeal u-^ey mty take of« 
feaee H the moft innocent a^ion, and imprifon the per- 
fon who oflfendi them, during their arbitrary will and 
pleafure. The party has no remedy ;— he cannot appeal 
from their j\irifdi£tion ; and if- he queftions the privilege 
which he is fuppofed to have violated, it becomes an ag« 
gravation of his oficncet Surely this do£lrinc is not to be 
found tfl Magna Charta. If it be admitted without limi- 
tatiouy I affirm that there is neither law nor liberty in this 
•Icingdom. We are the flaves of the houfe of commons^ 
and, through them, we are the flives of the King and hit 
minifters* AnnywMut* 
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^O THE PRINTffR 07 THB PUBLIC ADVIR^ 
TlaEft, 

SIR, I* Aftjy, 1771. 

X HEY, who objeft to detached parts of 
.Junitts's laft letter, either do not mean him 

fkirly, or have not confidered the general fcope 

and conrfe of his argument.— There are de« 
^rees in all the private vices.— Why not in 

public proflitution ?— The influence of the 
-crown naturally makes a feptennial parliament 

dependent.— Does it follow that tytry houfe 
«^ comiboot will plunge at oace into the Aw« 
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mfi depths of proftitution ?— Junias fuppofes that 
the prefent houfe of commons, in going fach 
enormoas lengths, have been imprudent to them^ 
JifheSf as well as wicked to the public ;— th^t 
their example is not *within the reach af emula- 
tion ; — ^and that, in the firil feflion after the 
next eledion, Jome popular meafures may pro- 
bably be adopted. He does not expert that-a 
diiTolution of parliament will defiroy corrnp- 
tion, bat that at leaft it will be a check and vttr 
ror to their fuccedbrs, who will have feen that, 
inflagreMt cafts^ their conilituents can and <«;/// 
interpofe with effedt. — After all, Sir, will yo|i 
not endeavour to remove or alleviate the mo^ 
dangerous fymptoms^ becaufe you cannot era- 
dicate the difeafe ? Will you not puni(h treor 
/m or farridde^ becaufe the fight of a gibb^ 
does not prevent highway robbmes \ Whefi 
the main argument of Junius i^ admitted to 1^ 
unanfwerable, I think it would l>ecome thp 
jainor critic, who hunts for blemiflies, to be a 
little more diilrnftful of his own fagacity.— « 
The other obje^lion is hardly worth an anfwer. 
When Junius obfcrves that Kings are ready 
enough to follo)vy^c>& advice, he does not mean 
to iofinuate that, if the advice of parliament 
avere good* the ^ng would be fo ready to fol* 
low it. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

D 2 ' LET. 
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LETTER XL. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PVB^ 
Lie ADVfiKTiSER. 



Vb 



SIR, 12. May I77I. 



E R Y early in the debate upon the dc- 
xifion of the Mlddlefex elcflion, it was well 
obfcrved hyjuniusy that the houfe of commons 
"^had not only exceeded their boafted precedent 
of the expulfion and fubfeqaent incapacitation 
-of Mr. Walpole, but they had not even ad- 
*}iered to it ftridlly as far as it went. After 
coRviAing Mr. Dyfon of giving a falfe quota'- 
-tion from the journals, and having explained 
'the parpofe, which that contemptible fraad 
•ifvas intended to anfwer, h« proceeds to date 
the vote itfclf, by which Mr. Walpole's fop^ 
^ofed incapacity was xieclared, — viz. ** Re- 
*« folved. That Robert Wal pole, Efq; having 
^* been this feffion of parliament committed « 
<* prifontr to the Tower, and expelled this 
^* hoofe for a high breach of truft in the exe* 
^* cution of his office, and notorious corrup* 
'< tion when fecretary at war, was. and is in- 
** capable of being eleAed a member tovferve 
''-in this prefent parliament**'— And then ob« 
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lervesy that from the terms of the vote, we have 
ji6 right to annex the incapacitation to the ex* 
fuljjon only, for chat, as chepropoiicion (lands, 
it mad arife equally from the expulfion and the 
commitment to the Tower. I believe, Sir, no 
man, who knows any thing of dialediis, or 
who underHands Englifli, will difpute the truth 
and fairnefs of this conilruAion. But Junius^ 
has a great authority to fupport him, which, 
to fpeak with the Duke of Grafton, I acciden- 
tally met with this morning in the courfe of 
my reading. It contains an admonition, which 
cannot be repeated too often. Lord Sommers, 
in his excellent trad upon the rights of the 
people, after reciting. the votes of the conven- 
tion, of the 28th of January, 1689, viK.—r 
«* That King James the Second, having endca- 
*' voured to fubvert the conlUtation of this 
** kingdom by breaking the original contra£^ 
*^ between King and people ; and by the ad- 
** vice of jefuits and other wicked perfons 
** having violated the fundamental laws, and 
" having withdrawn hirofelf out of this king- 
•* dom, hath abdicated the government, &c." 
—makes this obfervation upon it. •* The 
«« word tfMVa/^^relates to a// the clau fes afore- 
** going, as well as to his deferting the king- 
^ doxDy^orelfe they would have been, wholly 
D 3 «5 ia 
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*' in vain.*' And that there might be no pre^ 
fence for confining the ahdicatim merely to th6^ 
nuithdrawing^ .Lord Somroers farther obferves, 
^bat King James t by refujing to gontern us accord' 
ing to that law, hy <whicb ht held the crotvn, did 
implicitly renounce his title to it. 

If Junius*^ conllru^lion of the vote againfl 
Mr. Walpole be now admitted, (and indeed I 
cannot comprehend how it can honeflly bediA 
paced) the advocates of the boafe of commons 
mud either give up their precedent entirely^ 
or be reduced to the neceffity of m<aintaining 
one of the groffeft abfurdities imaginable, viz, 
** That a commitment to the Tower is a con- 
'* Hituent part of> and contributes half at 
*' leaft to the incapacitation of the perfon who 
" fuff.-rs it." 

I need not make you any excufe for endea> 
vouring to keep alive the attention of the pub- 
lic to the decifion of the Middlefex elefiion. 
The more I confide!' it» the more I am con- 
vinced that* as zfa^^ it is indeed highly in- 
jurioQs to the rights of the people; but that, 
as a precedent, it is One of the mod dangerous 
that ever was eftabliflied againfl thofe who are 
to come after us. Yet 1 am ib far a moderate 
man, that I verily belieVe the majority of the 
koufe of commons^'whea ttey pa^d this dan. 

gerouft 
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^roos vote, neither nnderdood the queflioiiy 
Bor knew the confequence of what thty were 
doing. Their motives were rather defpicable 
tban criminal in the extreme. One eiFeA they 
certainly did not forefee. They are now re* 
doced to fuch a iituation, that if a member 
of the prefent houfe of commons were to con* 
du6l himfelf ever fo improperly) and in reality 
deferve to be fent back to his condituents 
with a mark of difgrace, they would not dare 
to expel him ;. becaufe they know that the peo* 
pie, in order to try again the great qaeftion of 
right, or to thwart an odions houfe of com* 
mons, would probably overlook his immediate 
vnworthinefs, and return the fame perfon to 
parliament. — But, intime, the precedent will 
gain ilrength. A future houfe of commons 
will have no fuch apprehenfions, confequently 
will not fcruple to follow a precedent, which 
they did not eftablifh. The mifer himfelf 
feldom lives to enjoy the fruit of his extor- 
tion ; but his heir facceeds to him of courfe, 
and takes pofTeffion without cenfnre» No man 
ezpeds him to make reftitntion, and no mat- 
ter for his title, he lives quietly upon the ef. 
faic* 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

D4 LET- 
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LETTER XU. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC A DVEXtr 
TPSERk 

S I Rr 35* May^ ^77^* 

1 CONFESS my paftia-IIry to Junius, an*' 
feel a conriderablepleafure in being able to 
communicate any thing to the public, in fup-^ 
pore of his opinions. The dodrine, laid 
down in his lall letter, concerning the power 
of the houfe of commons to coonnit for con-* 
tempt, is not fo new as it appeared to many 
people, who, dazzled with the name of /r/<i//-> 
lege, had never fuffered themfelves to examine 
the quellion fairly. In ihe ccur/e of my reading 
this mornings I met with the following paifage 
in the journals of tfare houfe of commons. 
CVol. I ft. page 603.) Upon occaiion of a ju- 
rifdidion unlawfully afTumed by the houfe la- 
the year 1621, Mr. Attorney-General Noye 
gave his opinion as follows. *' No doubt but,. 
** in fome cafes, this houfe may give judg-, 
'^ ment ; — in matters of returns, and concern**; 
*Ving members of our houfe, or falling out m 
*< our view in parliament ; but, for foreiga 
^* matters, knowcth not hpw we can judge it. 

V — knovi'cA 
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^* «-Knoweth not that we have been ufed to 
** give judgment in any cafe, bat thofe before- 
•< mentioned.'* 

Sir Edward Coke, upon the fame Aihjefl, 
fays, (page 604) " No qneftinn but this u a 
** houfe of record, and that it hath power of 
*' jadicature in fome cafes ;— >have power ta 
** judge of returns of members of our houfe ; 
*' one, no member, offending ou£ of the par- 
" liament, *when he came hither And jufiified it^ 
•* was cenfured for it." 

N0W9 Sir, if yoa will compare the op]nio^> 
of thefe great fages of the law with Juhius*% , 
dodlrine, you will find they tally exaAIy. — He 
allows the power of the houfe to commit their 
own members ; (which however they may 
grofsly abufe.) He allows their power iu 
cafes where they are a&ing as a court of judi- ^ 
catore, viz. eleAions, returns^ &c. — and he 
allows it in fuch contempts as .immediately 
interrupt their proceedings, or, as Mr. Ndye 
expreiTes it, falling out in thetr <view in parliam 
went* 

They» who would carry the privileges of 
parliament farther than Junius^ either do not 
mean well to the public, or know not what 
they are doing. The government of England 
is a govermne At of law* We betray ourfel ves, 
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lire contradi^ the fpiric of our laws, and we 
fhake the whole fyftem of Englifli jarifpru* 
dence, whenever we in era ft a difcretionary 
power over the life, liberty, or foi tane of the^ 
fubje6l, to any man, or fet of men whatfo* 
ever, upon a prefumption that it will not be- 
abufcd. 

PHILO JUNIUS,. 

LETTER XLIL 

^O THE PRINTER OF THE PVBLIC ADVER*^. 
TISER. 

S IRi 2%. May, 1771. 

JTjlN Y man, who takes the trouble of pe- 
rufing the journals of the houfe of commons, 
will foon be convinced, that very little, if 
any regard at all, ought to be paid to the re- 
folutions of pne branch of the legtflature, de» 
claratory of the law of the land, or ev<en of 
what they call the law of parliament. It will^ 
appear that thefe refolutions have no one of 
the pjoperties, by which, "in this country^ 
particularly, /mv is diftingoifhed from mere 
wiii and pUafure ; bat that, on the contrary 
they bear every mai k of « power arbitrarily 

aflumecV 
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tfffiifned and caprtcioufly applied ;— -That they 
Are ufaally made in the times of conte0, and 
to ferve fome ant^orthy parpofe of paffion or 
party;— <hat the law is feldom declared until 
after the fad, by which it is fuppofed to be 
violated ; — thatlegiflation and jurifdidion are 
united in the fame perfons, and exercifed at« 
the fame moment ; — and that a court, from 
which there is no appeal, aifumes an original 
jarffdidlion in a criminal cafe ; — in (hort. Sir, 
to collet a thonfand abfutdities into one mafs, 
'* we have a law, which cannot be known be- 
** caufe it is ex fojt faSo^ the party is both le- 
" giflator and judge, and the jurifdiflion is 
•* without appeal." Well might the judges 
fay, The lamj of parliament is abo've us. 

You will not wonder, Sir, that with the(e 
qualiiications, the declaratory refolotions of 
the houfe of commons (hould appear to be in 
perpetual con tradition, not only to common 
fenfe and to the laws we are acquainted with, 
(and which alone we can obey) but even to one 
another. I was led to trouble you with thefe 
obfervations by a pa/fage, which, to fpeak in 
jute ft ring, I met ijoith this morni/tg in the courfe of 
ny readings and upon which I mean to put a 
queiUon to the advocates for privilege. — Oa 
tJieSth of Marcb 17O4, (vide Joarnals, Vol.. 
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14. p. 565.) the hoafe thought proper to cotM 
to the followiDg refolutions.-— i. ** That na 
** commoner of £ngland, committed by the 
*' houfe of comaioos for breach of privilegq 
*' or contempt of that houfe, ought to be by^, 
'* any writ of Habeas Corpus ^ made to appear 
/' in any other place, or before any other ju« 
*' dicature, during that feifion of parliament^ 
** wherein fuch perfon was fo committed.'' 

2.. " That the Serjeant at Arms, attending. 
'^ this houfe do make no return of or yield 
*' any obedience to the faid writs of Habetu 
" Corpus i and for fuch his refufal, that he 
<* have the protedion of the houfe of com-' 
*• mens t/' 

Welbore Eilis, What fay you ? Is this the 
law of parliament or is it not ? I am a plaia 

\ If there be in reality any fuch law in England, at 
tWe law of parliament y which, (unifer the exceptions ftatei 
in my Ittter on prrvUege) I confefs, after long deliberation^ 
I very. much doubt, it certainly is not conftituted by, nor 
can it be col levied from the refolutions of either houfe, - 
whether enaiiing or declaratory, I defirc the reader will- 
compare the above refolution of the year 1704, with the 
following of the 3d of April, 1628 ■<* Refolved, That 
" the writ of Habeas Corpus cannot be denied, but ought 
<< to be granted to every man, that is committed or de- 
*' Uined in prifon, or otherwife reftrained, by the com* 
** mand of the King, the Privy Council, «r any other, he 
f prjyia- the fame,'' ' * 

snan^ 
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tfian, Sir, and cannot follow yoo throagh iht 
phlegmatic forms of an oration. Speak out, 
•Grildrig, — fay yes, or no —If you fay jes, I 
-ihall then irrquire by- what authority Mr. De 
'^Grey» the honeil Lord Mansfield, and tbe 
Barons of the Exchequer, dared to grant « 
•writ of Baietts Corf us for bringing the bodies 
of the Lord Mayor and Mr. OliTcr befofc 
them, and why the Lieutenant of the Tower 
•made any return to a writ, which the houfe of 
'^commons had, in aiimilarinilance, declared 
-to b,e unlawful. — If you fay not' take care yoa 
^^o not at •once give -up the caufe, in fupport 
-of which you have fo'long and A> labon'onily 
• tortured your onderftanding. Take care yoo 
^o not confefs that ther&is no ted by which 
ive can-diftinguifh,-— no evidence by which 
%e can detern^i^ne what is,. and what is not the 
law of parliament. The refolutions I have 
-quoted 'fland upon your journals, uncontro- 
verted ^nd unrepealed; — they contain a d«- 
.claration of the law of parliament by a court, 
competent to thequeflion, aird whofe decifion, 
fis you and Lord'Mansfield fay, muft be law, 
becaufe there is no appeal from it, and they 
i^ere made, not haflily, but after long delibe«- 
ration upon, a conftitutional -queftion. — What 
ferther fanflion or folemnity will you annex to 

any 
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any refolution of the prcfent houfc of con- 
mons, beyond what appears upon the face of 
thofe twro refolutions, the legality of which 
you DOW deny. If yoa fay that parliaments 
are not infallible, and that Queei^ Anne, in 
confequence of the violent proceedings of that 
houfe of comtnonsy was obliged to prorogue 
and diilblve them, I ihall agree with you very 
heartily, and think that the precedent ought 
to be followed immediately. But you, Mr. 
Ellis, who hold this language, are inconfiftent 
with your own principles. You have hiihertp 
maintained that the houfe of commons are the 
fole judges of their own privileges, and that 
their declaration does, ipf9 fa&oy conAitute the 
law of parliament ; yet now you co&fefs tha( 
parliaments are fallible, and that their reiblu- 
tions may be illegal, confequently that theif 
refolutions do net conftitute the law of p^irlia- 
jnent. When the King was urged to diflblve 
the prefent parliament, you advifed him to tell 
his fubjeds, that be 'was (oreful not to affitme any 
of tbofi powers 9 fwhich the conftitittion had placed 
in other hands ^ &c. Yet Queen Anne, it feexns, 
iivas juflified in exerting her prerogative to fiop 
a houfe of commons,, whofe prgceedings, com:* 
pared with thofe of the afiembly, of whicl^ 
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^a are a moft worthy inember» were the pei> 
fedion of juftice and reafoo. 

In what a labyrinth of nonfenfe does a man 
involve himfelf who labours to maintain falfe- 
hood by argument ? How moch better would 
it become the dignity of the houfe of com* 
mons to fpeak plainly to the people, and tell 
OS at once» Jbat their 'udll muft be obtfd^ not hi" 
taufe it is Uevufut and reafonahle^ hut hectwfe it is 
their 'will. Their conftituents would have a 
better opinion of their candour, and, I pro- 
nife youy not a worfe opinion of their inte* 
.griiy. 

PHILO JUNIUS^ 



LETTER XLIIL 

TO HIS GRACS TH£ DUKE OF GRAFTON* 

MY LORD, 22. Jttne, 1771; 

JL HE profound reiped I bear to the gra- 
cions Prince* who governs this country witb 
no lefs honour to himfelf than fatisfaftion to 
bis fnbjedsy and who reflores you to your 
rank under his ftandard, will fave you from a 
^anuUitade of reproaches. The attention I 

Ihould 
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fliould have paid to your failings is involuntft^ 
rily artrafled to die hand that rewards them ; 
and though I am not To partial to the royal 
judgment, Bs to affirm, that the favour oJF a 
King can remove mountains of infamy, h 
ferves toleffen at lead, for undotfbtedJy it di- 
vides the burthen. While I remember how 
much is due to-^/f facred character, I cannot, 
with any decent appearance of propriety, caH 
you the meaneft and the bafeft fellow in the 
Icingdotn. I proteft, my Lord, 1 do not thinlc 
you fo. You will have a dangerous rival, in 
that kind of fame to which you have hitherto 
ib happily dire6ted your ambition, as long as 
there is one man living, who thinks you wor- 
thy of bb confidence, and fit to bejtrufUd with 
any fhare in his government. I confefs you 
havejrreatintrinfic merit; but take care yojujJo 
n6t value it too Highly, Confider how much 
of it would have been loft to the world, if the 
King had not gracioufly affixed 'his damp, and 
given it currency among his fubjedls. If it be 
true that a virtuous man, flruggling with ad* 
Teriity, "be a fccne worthy of the gods, the glo- 
rious contention, between you and the bed of 
Princes, deferves a circle, equally attentive and 
refpe^table. 1 think I already fee other £ods 
rifing from the earth to behold it. 

But 
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' BflLthis language is too miM for the occa- 
£on. The King is deternined, that oar abi- 
lities (hall aoe be loft to foctetj. The perpe<~ 
tration and defciption of new crimes will £nd 
cmploylneat for as both. My Lord, if the 
perfons, who have been loaded in their profef- 
£ons of patriotifnis had done their duty t6 the 
public with the fame zeal and perfeverance 
that I didf I will not aJTert that go?emmettC 
woald have recovered his dignity » bat at ieaft 
our gracioas Sovereign muft have fpared his 
fubjeds this laft infult {, which, if there be 
any feeling left among us, they will refent 
more than even the real injuries they received 
from every meafure of your Grace*s adminiftra<^ 
tion. In vain woald he have looked round 
him for aftother charader (b confummate as 
yonrs. Lord Mansfield fhrinks from his prin- 
ciples ;— his ideas of government perhaps go 
farther than your own, but his heart difgraces 
the theory of his underftanding.— Charles Fox 
is yet in blo/Tom ; and as for Mr. Wedder- 
borne, there is fomething about him, which 
even treachery cannot trull. For the prefeot 
therefore, the beft of Princes mnil have cop- 
tented himfelf wkh Lord Sandwich.-*— Yoa 
would long iince have received your final dif- 
VoL.IL £ miiTian 

J, The Duke wai latdy appointed Lord Privy Seal* 
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jniifioQ and reward ; and J, my Lord, who do 
not efteem you the more for the high office 
you pofTefs, would willingly have followed yoa 
to your retirement. There is furely fomethiog 
fingularly benevolent in the charader of our 
Sovereign, From the moment he afcended the 
throne, there is no crime, of which human na- 
ture is capable, (and I call upon the Recorder 
to witnefs it) that has not appeared venial in 
his fight. With any other Prince, the (hame- 
ful .defertion of him, in the midft of that dif- 
trefs, which you alone had created,-— in the 
very criiis of danger, when he fancied he faw 
the throne already furrounded by men of vir- 
tue and abilities, would have out-weighed the 
memory of your former Cervices. But his Ma- 
jelly is full of JuHice, and underlUnds the doc- 
trine of compemations. He remembers with 
gratitude how foon you had accommodated 
your morals to the neceility of his fervice ;— 
how chearfully you had abandoned the en- 
gagements of private friendfliip^ and re- 
nounced the mod folemn profeflions to the pub- 
lic. The facrifice of Lord Chatham' was not 
loft opon him. Even the cowardice and per* 
jfidy of defertiog him may have done you no 
difTervice in his elieem. The inftance was 
painful, but the principle might pleafe. 

You did not negledt the magiftrate, while 
yoa flattered the man^ The expalfion of Mr. 

Wilkea 
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Wilkes predetermined ia the cabinet;— the 
power of depriving the fubjed of bis birth- 
right, attributed to a refolution of one branch 
of the legiflature ; — the conftitution impu- 
dently invaded by the houfe of commons ;--< 
the ri»ht of defending it treachcroufly re- 
nounced by the hoafe of lords. — Thefea:'e the 
iirokesy my Lord, which, in the prefent reign, 
recommend to office, and conftituteaminideA. 
They would have determined your Sovereign's 
judgment, if they had made no impreffion upon 
his heart. We need not look for any other 
fpecies of merit to account for his taking the 
earlieft opportunity to recall you to his coun- 
cils. Yet you have other merit in abundance. 
—Mr. Hine,— the Duke of Portland, — and. 
Mr. Yorke. — Breach of trufl, robbery, and 
murder. You would think it a compliment to 
your gallantry, if I added rape to the cata- 
logue ; — but the ilile of your amours fecures 
yoii from refinance. I know how well thefe 
feveral charges have been defended. In the 
firft inflance, the breach of truft is fuppcfed 
to have been its own reward. Mr< Bradfhaw 
affirms upon his honour, (and fo may the gift 
of fmiling never depart from him !) that you 
referved no part of Mr. Hine'« purchafe- money 
for your own ufe, but that every (hilling of it 
was fcrupuloufly paid to governor Burgoyne. 
«*Make haftej my Lords—- another patent, 
£ z applied 
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applied in time, nay keep iht Oaks f in tilt 
family.'^If not, Biraham Wood» 1 fear» mot 
tome to the Macarmi* 

The Duke of Portland was in life your ear-* 
Jleft friend. In defence of his property -he 
had nothing to plead, bat equity againd Sir 
James Lowther, and prefcription againft the 
crown. You felt for your friend ; l^ut the law 
■Ihuft take its courfi. Pofterity will fcarce be*, 
lieve that Lord Bate's fon>in-law had barely 
intereft epough at the treafary to get his grant 
tompleated before the genei-al eleaioA I. 

Enough has been faid of that deceftable 
tranfadtion, which ended in the death of Mr. 
Yorke,— I cannot fpeak of it without horfoi* 
4ind coodpaffion. To excufe yourfelf, yon pub* 
licly impeach ybur accomplice, and to ^iV mind 
perhaps the accufation may be flattery. Bufc 
in murder yon ^re both principals. Ic was 
•t)nce a queftion of emulatiott, and if the event 
^ad not difappointed the immediate fchemes of 

the 

<f A fupefb villa of Col. Burgoyne, abbut this time a^ 
'^rertifea for fale. 

X It will s^pear by a fubfequent letter, that the Duke*f 
^precipitation, proved fatal to the grant. It looks like the 
{.liurry and confufion of a young hignwayman, who .takes a 
<f ew fliillingf, but leaves the purfe and watch behind hitt.**^ 
.^Uid yet the Diik«4vas aa 9ld ofl^Midtt 1 
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the clofet, it migbt ftill have been I hopefal 
fubje£t of jeft and merriment between you. 

This letter, my Lord, is only a preface to 
my future correfpondence. The remainder of 
the fammer fliail be dedicated to your amiife- 
ment. I mean now and then to relieve the fe- 
veiity of yoar morning (ludies, and to prepare 
you for the bufinefs of the day* Without pre- 
tending to more than Mr. Brad (h aw ^s fincerity, 
yon may rely upon my attachment, as long as 
you are in ofiice* 

Will your Grace forgive me, if I venture 
to exprefs fome anxiety for a man, whom I 
know you do not love ? My Loid Weymouth 
has cowardice to plead, and a defertion of « 
later date than your own. Yon know the 
privy feal was intended for him ^ and if yoa 
coniider the dignity of the poft he deferted, 
you will hardly think it decent to quarter him 
on Mr. Rigby. Yet he mud have bread, my 
liOrd ;— or rather he ranfl have wine. If you 
deny him the cup, there will be no keeping 
him within the pale of the miniflry. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XLIV^ 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OP GRAFTON* 

MY LORD, July^ 177U 

X H £ influet)ce of yoar Grace's fortune'flill 
feems to- prefide over the ticafury. — The ge- 
nius of Mr. Bradfhaw infpires Mr. Robinfon §• 
How remarkable it is, (and I fpeak of it not 
as matter of reproach, but as foraething pecu* 
liar to yoar charadler) that you have never 
yet formed a friend (hip, which has not been 
fatal to theobjeA of it, nor adopted acaufe, to 
which, one Way or other, you have not done 
mifchief. Your attachment is infamy while it 
lallsy and which ever way it turns, leaves ruin 
and difgrace behind it. The deluded glrl^ 
who yields to fuch a profligate, even while 
he is con ft ant, forfeits her reputation as well 
as her innocence, and finds herfelf abandoned 
at laft to mifery and (hame. Thus it hap- 
pened with the beft of Princes. Poor Dingley 
too 1--I protel! I hardly know which of them 

we 



§ By an intercepted letter frcm the Secretary of the Trea- 
fury it appeared, that tie friends cf government were be very 
4&ivt iofoppoitiog the miniftcral nominatioii uf iheriifs* 
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we oogBt moft to lament ;«-The unhappy man 
who finks under the fenfe of his difhonour, or . 
him who furvives it. Cbaradlers, fo finiOied, 
are placed beyond the reach of panegyric. 
Deach has fixed his feal open Dingley* and 
yoQ, my Lord , have fet your mark upon the 
other. 

The only letter I ever addrefTed to the 
Xing was fo unkindly received^ that I believe 
I fhall never prefume to trouble his Majefly, > 
in that way, again. But my zeal for his fer- 
vice is fuperior to negledl, and like Mr. 
Wilkes's patriotiroiy thrives by perfecution. 
Yet his Majeiiy is much addidled to nfeful 
reading, and, if I am not ill-informed, has 
honoured the Public Advertifer with particular 
attention. I have endeavoured therefore, and 
not without fuccefs, (as perhaps you may re- 
member) to furniOi it with fuch inrerefling and 
edifying intelligeiice, as probably would not 
reach him through any other chanael. The 
fervices you have done the nation,— your in- 
tegrity in ofEce, and iignal fidelity to your ap- 
proved good mafiier, have been faithfully re- 
corded. Nor have his own virtues been in- 
tircly negleded. Thcfe letters^ iny Lord, are 
read in other countries and in other languages ; 
and 1 think I may afiirm without vanity, that 
the gracious chara^er of the belt of Princes is 
E4 by 
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bf tins time n^t «nly {jerfedUy lenowii tv 
hit fttbjedls, bttt tolerably well underfiooc^ 
b^ the reft of Europe. In this refpeft 
alone I have the advantage of Mr. Whire- 
hbad. His plan^ I think, is too narrow. 
He feenas to man o failure his veries for the fole 
ufe of the hero, who is fuppofed to be the fab* 
jedof them, and, that his meaning may not 
be exported rn foreign bottoms, lets all tranf- 
laiion at defiance. 

Yoar Grace^s re-appofatment to a ftat in the 
cabinet was announced to the public by the 
ominoas return of Lord Bate to this. country. 
When that noxious planet approaches England, 
be nerer fails to bring plague and peflilence 
a-long with him. The King already feels the 
itialignant tWtH of your influence over hi» 
councils. Your former adminiftration made 
Mr. Wilkea an Alderman of London, and Re- 
prefentative of Middlefex. Your next appear- 
ance in office is marked with his eJeftion to the 
fhrievalty. In whaterer meafure you are con- 
cerned, yon arc not only difappointcd of fuc- 
cefs, but always contrive to make the govern- 
ment of the be^ of Princes ront^mpti ble in his 
own eyes, and ridicalous to the whole world. 
Making aU due allotraaee fdr the effea of the 
tninifter's declared i4il«rporitk>n, Mr. Kobin* 
foa'^ aaivity> ^d Mr. Hornets netr zeal In 
latpport of adraiQiftrati#fi> we ftill want the ge- 

siiaa 
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1M08 of the Dake of Grafton to accoont for 
committiiig' the whole intereft of govern men C 
in the city, to the condnft of Mr. Harley. 
I will not bear hard upon yourfaithfol friend 
and emiflary Mr. Touchet, for I know the 
diiicolties of his fituation, and that a few lot- 
tery tickets are of afe to his oeconomy* There 
u a proverb concerning perfons in the predi- 
cament of this gentleman, which however can- 
not be ftri£lly applied to him. Tifi^ commend 
dupest anifinijb iuavis. Now Mr. Tonchet's 
charaAer is uniform. I am convinced that his 
fentiments never depended upon his circum- 
flancesy and that, in the moft phofperoos ftate 
of his fortane, he was always the very man he 
IS at prefent. — fint was there no other per(bn 
of rank and confequence in thecity, whom go* 
vernment conld confide in, but a notorious Ja- 
cobite ? Did you imagine that the whole body 
of the DiiTcnters, that the whole Whig-intereil 
of London would attend at the levy, and fub- 
mit to the diredions of a notorious Jacobite ? 
Was their no Whig magiftrate in the city, to 
whom the fervants of George the Third could 
Hitroft the management of a bufinefs, fo very 
interefting to their matter as the eleftion of 
Iberiffs? h there no room at St. James's, but 
Ibr Scotchmen and Jacobites ? My Lord> I do 
not mean to queftion the fincerity of Mr. Har- 

ley's 
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ley's atuchmemt to hU Majefty's government*-' 
Since the commeDcepaenc of the prefem reign, 
I have feen ilil] greater contradidions recon- 
ciled. The principles of thefe worthy Jaco- 
bitesy are notfo abfurd^ as they have been re-. 
preiented. Their ideas of divine right are not 
fo much annexed to the perfon or family, as to 
the political character of the Sovereign. Had 
there ever been an honed man among the Sfu-* 
arts, his Majefty's prefent friends would have 
been Whigs upon principle. But the conver- 
fion of the beil of Princes has removed their 
fcrnples. They have forgiven him the fins of 
his Hanoverian anceftors, and acknowledge 
the hand of providence in the defcent of the 
crown upon the head of a true Stuart. In you» 
sny Lord, they alfo behold, with a kind of pre-. 
dile6lioD, which borders upon loyalty, the na- 
tural reprefentative of that illuilrious family. 
The mode of your defcent from Charles the. 
Second is only a bar to your preteniions to the 
crown, and no way interrupts the regularity of 
your fucceJioa to all the virtues of the Stu- 
arts, , 
The unfortunate fuccefs of the reverend Mr; 
Home's endeavours, in fupport of the mini- 
Aerial nomination of iheritFs, will I fear ob- 
flrudt his preferment. Permit me to recom- 
]nend him to your Grace's protection. You 

will 
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Will find him copioufly gifted with thofe qua« 
lities of the heart, which ufaally diredl yoa in 
the choice of yodr friend fhips. He too was 
Mr. Wilkes's friend, and as incapable as you 
are of the liberal refencment of a gentleman. 
No, myLordy — it was the foil tary, vindi^live 
malice of a monk, brooding over the infirmi* 
ties of his friend, until he thought they 
quickened into public life ; and feaiting with 
a rancorous rapture, upon the fordid cata- 
logue of his did/efTes. Now, let him go back 
to his cioifier. The church is a proper retreat 
for him. In his principles he is already a fii- 
Ihop. 

The mention of this man has moved roe 
from my natural moderation. Let me retura 
to your Grace. You are the pillow, upon 
which I am determined to reft all my refent- 
ments. What idea can the beft of Sovereigns 
form to himfelf of his own government ?-*-in 
what repute can he conceive that he Hands 
with his people, when he fees, beyond the 
poffibility of a doubt, that, whatever be the 
office, the fufpicion of his favour is fatal to 
the candidate, and that, when the party he 
wifhes well to has the faireft profpeft of fuc-. 
cefs, if his royal ihclinacion (hould unfortu* 
nately be difcovered, it drops like an acid, 
and turns the election. This event, among 

others. 
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ethers, may perhaps contiibnte to open h1» 
Majcfty'8 eyes to his real hooonr and intcrcft. 
In fpite of all your Grace's iDgeniiity, he may 
at laft perceive th^ inconvenience of feleding, 
with fuch a curioos felicity, every villain im 
the nation to fill the various departments of 
kis government. Yet I ftueuid be forry to con^ 
fine him in the choice either of his footraea 
m his friends. 

JUNIUi. 

LETTER XLV. 

FROM THE. REVEREND MR» HORNE TC^ 
JUNIUS. 

SIR, 13. ^uly 177K 

F4£ C E, Ccmedyr and Tragedy^ ^ fFilkeif 
FoQtg, and Junius, united at the fame time, a» 
gainft one poor Parfon, are fearful odds. The 
4 wo former are only Libouring in their vocar 
tion, end may equjirlly plead in excufe, that 
their aim is a Uvelihoo^. 1 admit the plea for 
ikt/eamdi Jiia is an honeft galling, and my 
clothes were kwfol game ; Jbut I cannot fo rea*^ 
4Uy approve Mr. Wilkes, or commend him 
for making patriotifro a trade, and a fraudalen* 
$rad«. Biu what ihali I fry to Jumusr th^ 

grave. 
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^grtte, tke foleiMiif tht didactic ! ridiculey in* 
deed, has been ridiculoofly called the teft of 
troth; hot farely* to coofefs that yoa loCt 
yoor natural m^Jtration when mention is made 
of the man, does not promife much truth or 
jnllice whcB yoa fpeak of him yourfelf. 

You eharge me with, *' a new eeal in {f^i^ 
^* port of adminiAration/' and with ** endea- 
'' Toars in fupport of the minifterial aomina* 
^' tioa of Shet iffsy" The repntation which your 
talents have 4efervedly gained to the fignatore 
of JtuuMSt draws from me a reply, which i dif- 
^ained to give to the anonymous lies of Mr« 
Wilkes. Yoa make frequent ufe of the word 
CentUmani I only call myfelf a Man^ and de- 
fire no other dillin£lion : if you are eithei;, 
yoa are bound %q make good your charges, or 
to confefs that you have done me a hafiy ui» 
^ftice apon no authority* 

I pat the matter fairly to iflbe.^^-I fay, that 
(o far from any -** new seal in fupport of a^ 
sniniftration,*' I am poflefled with the utmoft 
abhorrence of thet^meafures^ and that I hai« 
ever ihewn myfelf^ and am ftUl ready, in any 
lational manner, to lay down all I have— 'my 
life, in oppofition to ihoft meafures. i fay^ 
ithat I have net, and aevet have hadany com- 
^muoication or conaeation of aay kind» direft- 
Jj or iadireCUy* with any courtier or miaifloi- 

rial 
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rial man, or any of their adherents : that I ne« 
ver have received, or folicited, or expeded, or 
defired, or do now hope for, any reward of 
any fort, from any party or fet of men in'ad- 
minillration or oppoficion : I fay, that I never 
ufed any ** endeavours in fapport of the mi- 
'' nifterial nomination of (heriiFs.'* That I did 
** not folicic any one liverman for his vote for 
any one of the candidates ; nor employ any 
other perfon to folicit : and that I did not write 
one iingle line or word in favour of MefTis. 
Plumbe and ^irkman, whom I underftand to 
iave been fupported by the miniftry. ■ 

You are bound to refute what I here advance, 
or :o lofe your credit for veracity ; You muH 
produce fafts ; furmife and general abufe, in 
however elegant language, ought not to pafs 
for proofs. You have every advantage, and I 
have every difadvantage : you are unknown, 
I give my name : all parties, both in and out 
of adminiftration, have their reafons (which 
I fliall relate hereafter) for uniting in their 
wiihes againfl me : and the popular prejudice 
is as ilrongly in your favour, as it is violent 
again ft the Parfon. 

Singular as my prefent fituationis, it is nei- 
ther painful, nor was it unforefeen. He is 
not fit for public buiincfs who does not even 
fit his entrance prepare his mind for fuch an 

event* 
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event. Health, fortune, tranqoility, and 
private connexions I have facrificed upon the 
altar of the public ; and the only return I re. 
ceive, becaufe I will not concur ro dupe and 
miilead a fenfelefs multitade, is barely, that 
they have not yet torn me in pieces. That 
this has been the only return, is my pride; and 
a fource of more real facisfaflion than honours 
or profperity. I can pra6lire before I am old, 
the lemons 1 learned in my youth ; nor fhall I 
ever forget the words of my ancient Monitor, 

" 'Tis the laft key-ftone 
** That makes the arch : the reft that there 

" were put, 
** Are nothing till that comes to bind and 

" (hut. 
'< Then ftands it a triumphal mark ! then men 
f* Obferve the flrength, the height* the why 

** and when 
** It was ereded ; and dill walking ander, 
V Meet fome new matter to look up and won^ 

*« der !" 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant* 

JOHN HORNK^ 



LET- 
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LETTER XLVI. 

TO THE REVERfiNO MR. HORNS. 

SIR, 2^,Juljt7ju 



I 



Cannot defcend to an altercation with yoa 
in the ne>vs-papets. But fince I have attack- 
ed your charadler^ and you complain of injaf- 
tice, I think ypvL have fome right to an expla- 
nation. You defy me to prove, that you ever 
folicited a vote, or wrote a word in fupport of 
the minifterial aldermen. Sir, I did never fuf- 
pedl yon of fach grofs folly. It would have 
been impoffible for Mr. Home to have folici- 
ted votes, and very difficnlt to have written 
for the newt^papers in defence of that caufe, 
without being detefted and brought to ihame. 
^either do I pretend to any intelligence con- 
cerning you, or to know more of your conduct, 
than you yourfelf have thought proper to com- 
municate to the public. It is from your own 
letters I conclude that you have fold yourfelf 
to the miniftry : or, if that charge be too fe* 
vere, and fuppofing it poffible to be deceived 
by appearances fo very flrongly againft you, 
what are your friends to fay in your defence ? 
laoft they not confefs that, to gratify your per- 

fonal 
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{onal hatred of Mr. Wilkes, you facrificed, as 
far as depended apon ycur interefl and abilities^ 
the caufe of the cocintry^ I can make allow- 
ance for the violence of the pailions, and if 
ever I fliould be convinced that you had &o 
motive but to deflroy Wilkes, I fhall then be 
ready to do jufiice to your charafier, and to de« 
clare to the world, that I defpife you fome- 
what lefs than 1 do at prefent. — But as a pub* 
lie man, I muft for ever condemn you. Yoa 
cannot but know, — nay you dare not pretend 
to be ignorant, that the higheft gratification of 
which the moil deteflable in this na* 

tion is capable, would have been the defeat of 
Wilkes. I know tJifat man much better than 
any of you. Nature intended him only for a 
good humoured-fool. A fyflematical educa- 
tion, with long pradice, has made him a con* 
fummate hypocrite. Yet this man, to fay no* 
thing of his worthy miniilers, you have moft 
affidnoufly laboured to gratify. To exclude 
Wilkes, it was not necelTary you fhould folicic 
votes for his opponents. We incline the balance 
as effedually by leHening the weight in one 
fcale, as by increafing it in the other. 

The mode of your attack upon Wilkes 

(though I am far from thinking meanly of 

your abilities) convinces me that you either 

want judgment extremely, or that yoa are 

Vol. II. F blinded 
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blinded by your refentment. You ought to 
have forefeen, that the charges you urged 
againft Wilkes could never do him any mif- 
chief. After all, when we cxpefted difcove- 
rics highly interefting to the community, what 
a pitiful detail did it end in ! — Some old 
cloaths — a WelQi potney — a French footman, 
and a hamper of claret. Indeed Mr. Home, 
the public (hould, and <wili forgive him his 
claret and his footmen, and even the ambition 
of making his brother chamberlain of Lon- 
don, as long as he (lands forth againft a mi- 
niftry and parliament, who are doing every 
thing they can to en (lave the country, and as 
long as he is a thorn in the King^ (ide. Yoa 
will not fufpeft me of fctting up Wilkes for a 
perfed charader. The queftion to the public 
IS, where (hall we find a man, who« with 
purer principles, wilJ go the lengths, and run 
the hazards that he has done ? the feafon calls 
for fuch aman, and he ought to be fupported* 
What would have been the triumph of that 
odious hypocrite and his minions, if Wilkes 
had been defeated ! It was not your fault, re- 
verend Sir, that he did not enjoy it compleat- 
]y..^But now I promi(e you, you have fo little 
power to do mifchief, that I much queftion 
whether the mioiftry will adhere to the pro- 

snife& 
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Snifes tliey have made yoa. It will be in vaia 
to fay that I am a partizan of Mr. Wilkes, or 
p^r(bhally your enemy. You will convince 
no mail, for you do not believe it yourfelf. 
Yet, I confefs, I am a little offended at the 
low rate, at which yoa feem to value my un- 
derllanding. I beg, Mr. Home, you will 
hereafter believe that I meafure the integrity 
of men, by their condudl, not by their profef- 
ilons. Such tales may entertain Mr. Oliver,, 
or your grandmother, but trail me, they are 
thrown away upon Junius. 

You fay you are a man. Was it generous, 
was it manly, repeatedly to introduce into a 
news-paper, the name of a young lady, with 
whom you muft heretofore have lived on terms 
of politenefs and good-humour ?— but I have 
done with yon. In my opinion, your credit is 
irrecoverably ruined. Mr. To^njhend, I think 
18 nearly in the fame predicament.— Poor O/r- 
•n^r has been ihamefully duped by you. Yoa 
have made him facriHce all the honour he.goc 
by his imprifonment. — As for Mr. SawbrUgi^ 
whofe charafter 1 really refpeft, 1 am afto- 
nifhed he does not fee through your duplicity* 
Never was fo bafe a defign fo poorly con- 
duced. — This letter, you fee, is not in- 
tended for the public, but if yoa think it 
£ z will 
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will. do you any fervice, yea are at liberty to 
pablifh it. 

JUNIUS. 

•^* Thi« letter was tranfmlttcd privately by the Printer 
to Mr. Home, by Junius's requeft. Mr. Horae returned it 
to the Pruitcr, with diredlions to publiih it. 



LETTER XLVIL 

FROM THE REVEREND MR. HORNS TO 
JUNIUS. 

SIR, ^I'Julj, 177I* 

X O U have difappointed me. When I told 
you that furmife and general abufe, in how- 
ever elegant language, ought not to pafs for 
proofs, 1 evidently hinted at the reply which I 
expelled : but you have dropped your ufual 
elegance, and feem willing to try what will be 
the eiFe£t of furmife and general abufe in very 
coarfe language. Your anfwer to my letter 
(which I hope was cool and temperate and mo- 
defi) has convinced me that my idea of a tnati 
is much fuperior to yours of a gentleman. Of 
your former letters I have always faid materiem 
fuperahat opus : I do not think fo of the pre- 

fenc^ 
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lent ; tlie principles are more deteflable than 
the expreffions are mean and illiberal. ^I am 
contented that all thofe who adopt the one 
ftoald for ever load me with the other. 

I appeal to the common- fenfe of the pub-> 
lie, to which I have ever directed myfelf : I 
believe they have it» though I am fometimes 
Kalf-inclined to fufped that Mr- Wilkes has 
formed a truer judgment of mankind than I 
have. However of this I am fare, that there is 
nothing elfe nipon which to place a fleady re- 
liance. Trick, and low cunning, and addref- 
fing their prejudices and paflions, may be the 
EtteA means to carry a particular point; but 
if they have not common-fenfe, there is no 
profpefl of gaining for them any real perma^ 
nent good. The fame paflions which have 
been artfully ufed by an honeft man for their 
advantage, may be more artfully employed by 
a diihoneft man for thfur deftrudlion. I de- 
fire them to apply their common-fenfe to this 
letter of Junius^ not for my fake, but their 
own ; it concerns them moil nearly, for the 
principles it contains lead to difgrace and ra- 
in, and are inconiident with every notion of 
civil fociety. 

The charges whichy»»/a/ has brought againft 

me are made ridiculous by his own inconiifl- 

F 3 ency 
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ency «nd felf- con tradition. He charges me 
pofitively with *• a new zeal in fupporc of ad- 
** miniftration ;" and with " endeavours ia 
** fupport of the minifterial nomination orf 
*• Sheriffs." And he affigns two inconGftent 
motives for my conduct : either that I have 
••y^A/ royfelf to the miniftry;'* or am infti- 
gated ** by the folitary, vindidlive malce of a 
*^ monk :" either that I am influenced by a 
fordid defire of gain; or am harried on by 
•• pcrfonaL^/i/r^i/ and blinded by rejeniment.* 
In his letter to the Duke of Grafton he fup- 
pofes me adiuaced by both : in bis letter to 
ise he^at firft doubts which of the two, whe- 
ther interedy or revenge is my motive : how- 
ever, at lad be determines for the former, and 
again pofitively aiTerts that ** the miniflry have 
'•* made me promifes ;'* yet he produces no 
inflance of corruption, nor pretends to have 
any intelligence of a minifterial connexion : 
He mentions nocaufe of perfonal hatred to 
Mr. Wilkes, nor zxky r^a/on for my refentment, 
or revenge.; nor has Mr. Wilkes himfelf ever 
hinted any, though repeatedly prefTed. Whea 
Junius is called upon to juflify his accufation, 
he anfwers, ** he cannot defcend to an alterca- 
•* tion with me in the news papers,*' Junius^ 
vilko-exifis only in the newspapers, who ac- 
knowledges 
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boowledges " he has attacked my charafltr*' 
tbere^ and '* thinks I hai^efome nght to an ex' 
f* planation ;'' yet this Junius " cannot defcend 
'^ to an altercation in the news papers!" and 
becattfe he cannot defcend to an altercation 
with. me in the news papers, he fends a letter 
of abuie by the printer, which he finithes with 
telling me — " 1 am at liberty to puhlijh it;,'* 
This to be fure is a moft excellent niethod to 
at^oid an altercation in the news papers \ 

The proofs of his poiictve charges are as ex- 
traordinary, " He does not pretend to any in- 
'* telligence concerning me, or to know more 
*' of my conduft than I myfelf have thought 
** proper to communicate to the public." He 
does not fufpedl me of fuch grofs folly as to 
have folicited votes, or to have written anony- 
moufly in the news papers ; becaufe it is im- 
poflible to do either of thefe withont being de* 
tedled and brought to ihame. Junius fays this ! 
Who yet imagines that he has himfelf written 
two years under that Signature, (and more uti'm 
dtt others) without being detcdled ! — his warm- 
ed admirers will not hereafter add, without 
being brought to fhame. But though he did 
never did fufpeft me of fuch grofs folly as to 
iVLXi' the hazard oi being dete£lcd and brought 
to ihame by ^i^^^xv^^z writing, he infills that I 
F 4 have 
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have been guilty of a much grofler folly of in- 
curring the certainty of fhame and tIete£tion 
by writings figned with my name! But this* 
is a fmall flight for the towering Junius: '* He 
'* is -FAit from thinking meanly of my abili- 
•« ties," though he is '" convinced that I want 
*« judgment extremely," and can, ** really re- 
** fpcA Mr. Saw bridge's charader," though 
he declares4iftm f to be fo poor a creature as not 
to *' fee through the bafeft defign condudled 
•*.in the pooreft manner!** And this moft 
bafe defign is condudled in the poocefl man-i 

•J- I beg leave to introduce Mr. Horne to the chandler of 
the J)ouhIe Dealer, I thought they had been better ac- 
quainted.—'' Another very wrong objection has been made 
** by fonie, who have not taken leifure to diflinguifli the 
•* characters. The hero of the play (meaning Mel/efont) 
^ is a gull, and made a fool, and cheated. — Is every man a 
** gull and a fool that is ^deceived ?— At that rate, I am 
'* afraud the two claffes of men will be reduced to one, and 
«* the knaves themfclvcs be at a lofs to juflify their title- 
" But if an open, honeft.hearted man, who has an entire 
** confidence in one, whom he takes to be his friend, and 
" who (to confirm him in his opinion) in all appearance 
** and upon feveral trials has been foj if this man be de- 
*' ceived by the treachery of the other, muft he of neceflity 
'< commence fool immediately, only becaufe the other hat • 
•* proved a villain ?"-— Yes, faysparfon Hortte. No, fays 
Cengreve^ and he, I think, is allowed to have known fome- 
thing of human nature* 

ner^ 
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fier, by a man whom he does not fufpefl of' 
grofs folly, and of whofe abilities he is far' 
from thinking meanly ! 

Should we aflc Junius to reconcile thefe con- 
traditions, and explain this nonfenfe ; the 
anfwer is ready ; '* he cannot defcend to an 
** altercation in the news papers.** He feels 
no relaflance to attack the charadter of any 
man: the throne is not too high, nor the cot- 
tage too low : his mighty malice can grafp 
both extremes : he hints not his accufations 
as opinion^ cwjeSure^ ox inference \ but delivers 
them as pefiti'Vi ajfertions : Do the accufed com- 
plain of injufiice ? He acknowledges they 
have fome fort of right to an explanation ; but 
if th'^y afk iox proofs and faSs^ he begs to be 
cxcufed : and though he is no where elfe to 
be encountered — " be cannot defcend to an 
•«* altercation in the news papers.** 

And this perhaps Junius may think <' the 
**. liberal re/entment of u gentleman .-'* this (kulk- 
ing aflaffination be may call courage. In all 
things as in this I hope we differ : 

<< I thought that fortitude had been a mean 
«< *Twixt fear and raflinefs ; not a luil obfcene 
'< Or appetite of offending ; but a ikill 
^' And nice difcernment between good and ill. 

*• Her 
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** Her ends are honefty and public good^ 
f* And without'thefe fiie is not underdood,*' 

Of two things however he has condefcended 
to give proof. He very properly produces a 
jowig lady to prove that I am not a inan : and 
SL-goodeUtvcman, my grandmother, to prove 
Mr. Oliver a fool. Poor old foul! (he read* 
her bible far otherwife iik^n Junius I ihe often 
found there that the fins of the fathers- had 
been vifited on the. children ; and therefore 
was cautious that herfelf and her immediate 
defcendents (hould leave no reproach ob her 
pofterity : and they left none : how littlecould 
^eforefee this reverfe of JumuSf who viitts 
my political fins upon my grandmothtr! rdb. 
not charge this to the fcore of malice in hiiHi 
it proceeded intirely from his propeniity to 
blunder; that whilfl he was reproachia^. me 
for introducing^ in the mofl harmlefs roamier, 
the name of cm female, he might himfelf, at 
the fame iofiant, introdace tnuo* 

I am reprefented altefnately^ as it foits Jm* 
nius^s purpofe, under the oppofite charaders 
of a gbom)^ Monif • and a man of p^litenefi and 
good humour. I- am called " a foktaty Moni^'* 
in order to confirm the notion given of me lit 
Mr. Wilkes's aiM)nyin«as paragrapJMi thai I 

n€ver 
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jmeverUiugh: and the terms of politenefi and 
£ood humour on wKich I am faid to. have lived 
heretofore with the young laely, arc intended to 
confirm other paragraphs of Mr- Wilkes, in 
which he is (uppofed to have offended roe bjr 
Ttfujing bis daughter^ Ridiculous! Yetlcanr 
cot deny but that Junius has proyed me un'm 
.manly zn^ ungenerous as clearly as he has fhewn 
me corrupt and ^vindi^ii/e : and I will tell him 
more; I have paid the prefect Mlniftry aa 
many <uifitS9 and compHmiuis as ever I' paid to 
X\i^ young ladyt and fhali all ro)r life treat them 
with tht fame poUtenefs and good humour* 

Bat Junius ** begs me to believe thatfae mea« 
«« fures the integrity of men by thtirconduaf 
f* not by their profeJSons.** Sure this Junius 
muft imagine his readers as void of under- 
flaiiding, as he is of modeily *• Where fhall we 
Ignd the Aandard of his integrity? By what 
?^re we to ipeafure the conduS of thi» lurking 
aflaffin ? — And he fayr this to me^ whofe con* 
du6l, wherever I could perfonaliy. appear, has 
^been as diredt and open and public as my words ; 
J have not, like him, concealed' myfelf in my 
chamber to ihoot my arrows out of the win* 
'4ow; nor Contented myfelf to view the battle 
:^om afar ; but publicly mixed in the engage- 
>]Qent> and (hared thedanger* To whom have 

I, like 
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i, like liim> refufed my name upon complaini 
of injury ? what printer have I deiired to con- 
ceal me ? in the infinite variety of buiinefs I 
liave been concerned, where it is not fo eafy to 
be faultlefs, which of my actions can he ar- 
raign? to what danger has any man been ex- 
pofed, which I have not faced ? in/ormatio/f, 
edion, tmpri/onment, or death? vthzl labour have 
I refufed ? what expence have 1 declined ? 
what pleafure have I not renounced?— But Ju^ 
nips<, to twhom no conduH belongs ^ ** meafures the 
** integrity of men by their conduS^^ not by 
/< their profeflions ;" himfelf all the while be- 
ing nothing but frofeffiom^ and thofe too anonym 
mous I the political ignorance or wilful falihood 
of this diclaimer is extreme : his own former 
letters jnllify both mycondudl and thofe whom 
his loft letter abufes : for the public meafures, 
which Junius has been all along defending, 
were ours, whom he attacks ; and the uniform 
oppofer of thofe meafures has been Mr.Wilkes, 
whofe bad actions and intentions he endeavours 
to fcreen. 

Let Junius now, if he pleafes, change his 
abufe; and quitting his loofe hold of /»/fr^ 
and revengCy accafe me of *vanity^ and call this' 
defence hoafting. I own I have a pride to fee 
fiatues decreed, and the highefl honours con-' 

ferred 



LETTERS. 77 

ferrcd for tneafares and adions which all men 
have approved: whilft thofe who counfelJed 
and caufed them are execrated and infulted. 
The darknefs in which Junius thinks himfelf 
ihroaded, has not concealed him ; nor the ar- 
tifice of only attacking under that fignatun thofe 
he would puil down (whilft he recommends by 
other ivays thofe he would have promoted) dif« 
guifed from me whofe partizan he is. When 
I«ord Chatham can forgive the aukward fitoa- 
tion in which, for the fake of the public, he 
was defignedly placed by the thanks to him 
from the city ; and when Wilkes* s name ceafes 
to be necefiary to Lord Rockingham to keep 
up a clamour againft the perfons of the niini^ 
^ry^ without obliging the different fadlions 
now in oppoiition to bind themfelves before- 
hand to fome certain points, and to flipulate 
fome precife advantages to the public ; then» 
and not till then^ may thofe whom he now a- 
bufes expedi the approbation of Junius, The 
approbation of the public for our faiihful at- 
tention to their intereft by endeavours for thofe 
fiipulations, which have made us as obnoxious 
to the fadions in oppofition as to thofe in admi- 
niftration, is not perhaps to be expected till 
fome years hence j when the public will look 
back and fee how Ihamefully they have been 

deluded; 
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deluded ; and by what arts tlicy were made to 
lofe the golden opportnnity of picventing 
what they will furely experience, — a change 
of mini fters, without a matetial changip of mea- 
fores, and without anyfecurity for a tottering 
conftitution; 

Bot what cares Junius for the fecarity of the 
ConflitQtion ? He has now unfolded to qs his 
diabolical principles. As a public man be mufl 
e<ver condemn aiiy meafure which may tend ac- 
cidentally to gratify the Sovereign : and Mr. 
Wilkes is to be fupported and affiled in all his 
attempts (no matter how ridiculous and mif- 
chievous his projefts) as long as be continues to 
be a tborn in tbe King's fide ! — The caufe of tbe 
country it feems, in the opinion of Junius, is 
merely to vex the King ; and any rafcal is to 
be fupported in any roguery, provided he caii< 
only thereby plant a tborn in tbe King* s fide. '^^ 
This is the very extremity of fadlion, and the 
.]a(l degree of political wickednefs. Becaufe- 
Lord Chatham has been ill-treated by the King 
and treacheroufly betrayed by the Duke of 
Grafton, the latter is to be '* the pillow on 
" which Junius will reft his refentment ;'* and 
the public are to oppofe the meafures of go- 
vernment from mere motives of perfoaal en- 
mity to the Sovereign t-—Thefe are the avowed . 

principles 
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prrnciples of t^e mati who in the (zmc fetter 
fays, *' if ever he ihould be convinced th&t I 
•* had no motive but to deftroy Wilkes, he 
*' fliall then be ready to do joflice to my cha- 
** ra&er, and to declare to the world that he 
<^ defp^fes noe fomewhat lefs than he does at 
•* |>rercnt I" Had I ever a^led from pcrfonal af- 
fct^on or enmity to Mr. WHkes^ 1 Ihoold juftly 
iKedefpifed: Bat what does he defervewhofe 
avowed motive is perfonal enmity to the So« 
vereign ; the contempt which I (hould other- 
wife feel for the abfurdity and glaring incon- 
fiilency of JumuSf is here fwallowed op in my 
abhorrence of his principle. The right divine 
9ai6 facrtdnefs oi Kings is to me a fen felefs jar- 
gon. Ic was thought a dariog expreffion of 
Oliver Cromwell in the time of Charles the 
Firft, that if he found himfelf placed opposite 
to the King in battle, he would difcharge his 
piece into his bofom as foon «$ into any other 
man's. I go farther : had I lived in thofe days, 
I would not have waited for chance to give me 
an opportunity of doing my duty; I woulti 
have fought him through the ranks, and with- 
out the .lead, perfonal enmity, have diPtharged 
ny piece into his bofom rather than into any 
other man's. The King, whofeaflionsjuflify 
xebellion to his government, deferves death 

from 
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from the hand of every fubjedl. And (hould 
fuch a time arrive, I (hall be as free to adt as^ta 
fay. But till then, roy attachment to the per- 
fon and family of the Sovereign ihal] ever be 
found more zealous and (incere than that of his 
flatterers. I would offend the Sovereign with- 
as much reluAance as the parent; but if the 
happinefs and fec«rity of the whole family 
made it neceiTary, fo far and no farther, I would 
offend him without remorfe^ 

But let US confider a little whither thefe 
principles of Junius would lead us, * Should 
Mr. Wilkes once more commiflion Mr. Thomas 
Walpole to procure for him a penfion of cnt 
thoufand pounds upon the IriQi edabliihment for 
thirty years ; he muil be fupported in the de- 
mand by the public — becaufe it would mortify 
the King ! 

Should he wifii to fee Lord Rockingham and 
his friends once more in adminiltration, unchg^ 
gtd by any fttpulatkns for the people ^ that he might 
again enjoy a penfion of one thoufand and forty 
pounds a year, viz. From the Firft Lord of the 
Treafury 500 1. From the Lords of the Treafury, 
60I. each- From t\it Lords of Trade^ 40I. each, 
&c. The public mud give up their attentioa 
to points of national benefit^ and aflift Mr. 

Wilkes 
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Wilkes ifl his attexnpt-^becaufe it woold mor- 
tify the Kiog ! 

Shoald he demand the government of Cizfftf^tf» 
or of Jamaica^ or the embafly to Conftantinopki^ 
and in cafe of refufal threaten to write them 
down, as he had before ferved another admini- 
ilration, in a year and a half; he muil be fup- 
ported in his pretentions and upheld in his in- 
folence— becaufe it would mortify the King ! 

Junius may chafe to fuppofethat thefe things 
cannot happen ! But that they have happened, 
notwithflanding Mr. Wilkes's denial, I do aver. 
I maintain that Mr. Wilkes did commiflion Mr. 
Thomas Walpolc to folicit for him a pcnfion 
o{ one thou/and pounds on the Irtfi? e(lab1i(hment 
for /hirfj years, with which and a pardon he 
declared he would be fatisfied : and that, not- 
withflanding his letter to Mr. Onflow, he did 
accept a clandejiinet precarious and eleemojinary 
penfion from the Rockingham adminidration, 
which they paid in proportion to and out of 
their falaries ; and fo entirely was it minide- 
rial, that as any of 'them went out of the mini- 
ftry, their names were fcratched out of the lift, 
and they contributed no longer. 1 fay, he did 
folicit the governments and the embaffy, and 
threatened their refufal nearly in thefe words-^ 
** It coft mt a year and a half to write down 

Vol. II. G <* the 
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** the laft adminiftratioDy fhonld I employ as 
•* much time upon you, very few of you would 
** be in at the death.'' When thefe threats did 
not prevail, he came over to England to em- 
Barrafs them by his prefence ; and when he 
found that Lord Rockingham was fomething 
firmer and more manly than he expeded, and 
refufed to be bullied — into what he could not 
perform, Mr. Wilkes declared that he could 
not leave England without money ; and the 
Duke of Portland and Lord Rockingham pur- 
chafed his abfence with one hundred founds apiece^ 
with which he returned to Paris. And for the 
truth of what I here advance, I appeal to the 
Duke of Portland, to Lord Rockingham, to 
Lord John Cavendifh, to Mr. Walpole, &c.— 
I appeal to the hand-writingof Mr. Wilkes, 
which is (till extant. 

Should Mr. Wilkes afterwards (failing la 
this wholefale trade) chufe to dole out his po- 
pularity by the pound, and expofe the city of- 
fices to fale to his brother, his attorney, &c. 
Junius will tell us, it is only ^^n ambition that he 
has to make jthem chamberlain^ tonvn-clerk &c. 
and he muft not be oppofed in thus robbing the 
ancient citizens of their birth-right — becaufe 
any defeat of Mr. Wilkes would gratify the 
King ! 

Should 



LETTERS. S3 

Should he, after confuming the whole of his 
own fortune and that of his wife, and incur- 
ring a debt of tiventy thou/and founds merely by 
his own private extravagance, without a fingle 
fervice or exertion all this time for the public, 
whilft his cftate remained ; fhould he, at length, 
being undone, commence patriot, have the 
good fortune to be illegally perfecuted, and in 
, coniideration of that illegality be efpoufed by a 
few gentlemen of the pureft public principles; 
ihould his debts, (though none of them were 
contraded for the public) and all his other in- 
cumbrances be difcharged ; (hould he be offered 
600I. or loool. a year to make him indepen- 
dent for the future; and fhould he, after all, 
inflead of gratitude for thefe fervices, infolent- 
ly forbid his benefaftors to beflow their own 
money upon any other objed but himfelf, and 
revile them for fetting any bounds to their fup- 
plies ; Junius (who, any more than Lord Cha- 
tham, never contributed one farthing to thefe 
enormous expences) will tell them, that if they 
think of converting the fupplles of Mr. 
Wilkes's private extravagance to the fupport 
of public meafures— — they are as great fools 
as my grandmother ; and that Mr. Wilkes ought 
to hold the firings of their purfes — as long as hi 
continues to be a thorn in the Kin^sjide ! 

G 2 Upon 
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Upon thefe principles I never have gde'd, 
and I never will a6t. In my opinion, it is lefs 
difhonourable to be the creature of a court thaa 
the tool of a fadlion. 1 will not be either. I 
underfland the two great leaders of oppofitioa 
to be Lord Rockingham and Lord Chatham ; 
under one of whofe banners all the oppofipg 
members of both houfes, who deHre to gee 
places, enlift. I can> place no confidence in 
either of them, or in any othersi unlefs they 
will now eogagie, whilft they are out, to 
grant certain effential advantages for the fecu- 
rity of the. public when they ihall be in admi- 
niftration. Thefe points they refufe to (lipu- 
late.-becaufe they are fearful led they fiiould pre- 
vent any future overture from the court. To force 
them to thefe ftipulations has been the uniform 
endeavour of Mr. 5awbridge, Mr. Townfend, 
Mr. Oliver, &c. and therefore, they are 
abufed by Junius. I know no reafon but my 
zeal and induflry in the fame caufe that fhould 
intitle me to the honour of being ranked by 

• his abufe with perfonsof their fortune and fta- 

• tion. It is a duty I owe to the memory of the 
Jate Mr. Beckford to fay, that he had no other 
. aim than this when he provided that fump- 

tuous entertainment at the Maniion houfe for 
the members of both houfes in oppofition. At 
that time he drew up the heads of aii engage- 
ment, which he gave to me with a requeft 

that 



LETTERS. $s 

that T would couch it in terms To cautious and 
prccife, aa to leave no room for future quibble, 
and evafion ; but to oblige them either to fulfil 
the intent of the obligation, or to fign their 
own infamy, and leave it on record; and this 
engagement he was determined to propofe to 
them at the Manfion-houfe, that either by their 
refufal they might forfeit the confidence of 
the public, or by the engagement lay a foun- 
dation for confidence. When they were in- 
formed of the intention, Lord Rockingham 
and his friends fiatly refufed any engagement ; 
and Mr. Beck ford as flatly fwore, they fhould 
then—** eat none of his broth;** and he was 
determined to put off the entertainment : But 
Mr. Beckf'ord was prevailed upon by - to 
indulge them in the ridiculous parade of a po- 
pular procei&on through the city, and to give 
them the foolifh pleafureof an imaginary con- 
fequence, for the real benefit only of the cooks 
and purveyors. 

It was the fame motive which dictated the 
thanks of the city to Lord Chatham ; which 
were expreiTed to be given for his declaration 
in favour of fiort parliaments : in order thereby 
to fix Lord Chatham at leaft to (hat one confli- 
tutional remedy, without which all others can 
afford no fecurity. The cmbarraflment no 
d.oubc was cryeh He had bis choice either to 
G 3 ofiend 
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ofTend the Rockingham party, who declared 
formally againfl (hort parliamentSt and with 
the afliilance of whofe numbers in both houfet 
he mufl exped again to be minifter; or to give 
up the confidence of the public, from whom 
finally all real confequcnce mud proceed. Lord 
Chatham chofe the latter : and I will venture to 
fay, that, by his an/wer to thofe thanks, he has 
given up the people without gaining the 
friendfhip or cojdial affiftance of the Rock- 
ingham fadlion ; whofe little policies are con- 
fined to the making of matches, and extending 
4heir family connexions, and who think they 
gain more by procuring one additional vote to 
their party in the houfe of commons, than by 
adding their languid property and feeble cha- 
racter to the abilities of a Chatham or the confi- 
dence of a public. 

Whatever may be the event of the prefent 
wretched date of politics in this country, the 
principles of Junius will fuit no form of go- 
vernment. They are not to be tolerated under 
any cofiftitution. Perfonal enmity is a motive 
fit only for the devil. Whoever or whatever 
is Sovereign, demands the refpedl and fupport 
of the people. The union is formed for their 
happinefs, which cannot be had without mu- 
tual refpe6k ; and he counfels mali^ioufly who 
would perfuade either to a wanton breach of it. 
When it is baniihed by either party, and when 

every 
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every method has been tried in vain to reftore 
it, there is no remedy but a divorce : But even 
then he mail have a hard and a wicked heart 
indeed who paniflies the greateft criminal 
merely for the fake of the puniihment ; and 
who does not let fall a tear for every drop of 
blood that is (bed in a pnblic ftruggle» how- 
ever juft the quarrel. 

JOHN HORIJE. 



LETTER XLVm. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PVBLIC ADVER- 
TiSER. 



I 



SIR, Aug. 15, 1771. 



Oaght to make an apology to the Duke of 
Grafton, for fdffering any part of my attention 
to be diverted from his Grace to Mr. Home. 
I am not juftified by the fimilarity of their dif- 
pofitions. Private vices, however deceftable, 
have not dignity fufficient to attract the cenfare 
of the prefs, unlefs they are united with the 
power of doing fome iignal mifchief to the 
community. — Mr. Home's fitaation does not 
corre/pond with his intentions.-^In my own 
opinion, (which 1 know, will be attributed to 
my nfaal vanity and prefumption) his letter to 
G4. me 
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me dd6s notdeferve an anfwer. But I ancPer- 
derftand that the public are not fatisfied with 
my filcnce; — that an anfwer is expelled from 
me, and that if I perfift in refufing to plead, it 
wilt be taken for convidlion. I fliould be in- 
con fiftent with the principles I profefs, if 1 de- 
clined an appeal to the goodfenfeof the peo- 
ple, or did not willlingly fubmit m^felf to the 
judgment of my peers. 

If any coarfe expreffions have efcaped me, I 
am ready to agree that they are unfit for Junius 
to make ufe of, but I fee no reafon to admit 
that they have been improperly applied. 

Mr. Home, it feems, is unable to compre- 
hend how an extreme want of condud and dif- 
cretion can confifl with the abilities I have al- 
lowed him ; nor can he conceive that a very 
honeil man, with a "very good underftanding, 
may be deceived by a knave. His knowledge 
of human natute muft be limited indeed. Had 
he never mixed with the world, one would 
think that even his books might have taught 
him better. Did he hear Lord Mansfield* 
when he defended his dodtrine concerning li- 
bels ? — Or when he flated the law in profecutions 
for criminal converfations ? — Or when he deli- 
vered his reafons for calling the honfe of lords to- 
gether to receive acopy ofhis charge to the j uryia 

Wood- 
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Woodfell'8 trial >— Hj^d he been prcfcnt upon 
any of theft occafions, he woold have feen how 
poflibleitis for a man of the firft talents, to 
confound himfelf in abfurdities, which would 
difgrace the lips of an idcot. Perhaps the ex- 
ample might have taught him not to value his 
own uiiderftapding fo highly.— Lord Lyttel- 
ton's integrity and judgment are onqnedion* 
able ;— yet he is known to admire that cunning 
Scotchman, and Tcrily believes him an. honeft 
man. — I fpeak to fa£ts, with which all of us 
arc converfaat, — 1 fpeak to men and to their 
experience, and will not defcend to anfwer the 
little fneeriog ibphiftries of a collegian — Dif- 
tingui(hed talents are not neceflarily connected 
with difcretion. If there be any tfai^ngre- 
markable in the charadlet of Mr. Home, it is 
that extreme want of judgment fhould be uni- 
ted with his very moderate capacity. Yet I 
have not forgotten the acknowledgment I made 
him. He owes it to my bounty ; and though 
his letter has lowered him in my opinion, I 
fcorn to retradt the charitable donation. 

1 faid it would be very difficult for Mr. Home 

to write diredly in defence of a miniflerial 

meafare, and not be detected ; and even that 

diiieulty I confined to his particular fituation. 

' He ^faanges the terms of the propofition, and 

fa,- 
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fuppofes me to afiert, that it would be impojjh* 
hie for any man to write for the news- papers 
and not be difcovered. 

He repeatedly affirms or intimates at leail, 
that he knows the author of thefe letters,— 
With what colour of truth then can he pretend 
that I am no <where to he tncountired but in a nenjos-^ 
paper ? — I ihall leave him to his fufpicions. It 
is not neceiTary that J ihouid confide in the 
honour or difcretion of a man, who already 
feems to hate me with as much rancour,, as if I 
had formerly been his friend.^-But he aiferts 
that he has traced me through a variety of iig- 
natures. To make the difcovery of any impor- 
tance to his purpofe, he ihould have proved, 
either (hat the fidlitious character oijuniui ha» 
not been confidently fupported, or that the 
author has maintained different principles un- 
der dilFerent fignatures.— -I cannot recall to my 
memory the numberlefs trifles I have written ; 
—but I rely upon the confcioufneis of my own 
integrity, and defy him to fix any coloiuable 
charge of inconfiltency upon me* 

I am not bound to affign the fecret motives 
of his apparent hatred ot Mr. Wilkes : nor does 
it follow that 1 may not judge fairly of his con-^ 
duily though it were true that I bad no conduS 
rfmy ow/r,— -Mr, Home enlarges^ v^ith rapture^ 
upon the importance of his fervices ; — the 

dread* 
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dreadful battles which he might have been en- 
g«ged ioy and the dangers he has efcaped. — In 
fopport of the formidable defcriptioDy he quotes 
verfes without mercy. The gentleman deals 
ia fidion, and naturally appeals to the evi- 
dence of the poets.— Taking him at his word, 
he cannot but admit the fuperiority of Mr. 
Wilkes in this line of fervice. On one fide 
we fee nothing but imaginary diftrefies* On 
the other we fee real profecutions ,-— real pe- 
nalties ;— -real imprifonment ;—> life repeatedly 
hasarded ; and, at one moment, almoft the 
certainty of death. Thanks are undoubtedly 
due to every man who does his duty in the en- 
gagement ; but it is the wounded foldier v^ho 
dei^rves the reward. 

I did not mean to deny that Mr. Home had 
been an a£tive partizan. It would defeat my 
own pnrpofe not to allow him a degree of me- 
rit, which aggravates his guilt. The very 
charge of tontributing bis utmoft efforts tofupport 
aminifterial mea/ure^ implies an acknowledg- 
ment of his former fervices. If he had not 
once been diftinguiihed by his apparent zeal 
in defence of the common caufe, he could not 
now be diftinguiflied by dcfcrting it. — As for 
myfelf, it is no longer a queflion whether I Jhall 
mix 'with the throng, and take ajinglejhare in thi 
iangir* Whenever Juniut appears, he-mnft 

encounter' 
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encounter a hoft of enemies. But is there no 
lionourable way to (errc the publit, watlioar 
eRgagiogin perfonal quarreb withinfi^ificant 
individuals* or fuhmitting to the dradgery of 
canvafllng votes for aa ele(5lion ? la there no 
merit in dedicating my life to the information 
of roy fellow- fubjc As? — ^What pvbiic quef- 
tion have I declined, what villain have I fpa-- 
red ? — Is -there no labour in the compoiltion of 
thefe letters ! Mr. Home, I fear, is partial to 
mei and meafures the facility of m^ writings^ 
by the fluency of his own. 

He talks to us, in high terms, of the gal-- 
lant feats he would have performed, if he had 
lived in the h& century. The unhappy Charles 
could hardly have efcaped. him. But living, 
prince^ have a claim to his attachment and ref-* 
ped. Upon thefe terms, there is no danger > 
in being a patriot. If he means any thing 
more than a pompous rhapfody* let us try, 
bow well his argument holds together.—-! pre* 
fume he is not yet fo much a courtier as to 
affirm that the conilitution has not been grofs* 
]y and daringly violated under the prefent 
reign. He will not fay, that the laws bav^ 
not been (hamefully broken or perverted i— 
that the rights of tke fubjedl have not been 
invaded, or that redrefs has not be<e^n repeat- 
edly folicited and refufed. — Grievances like 
thefe were the foandation of the rebellion in 

the 
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the laft century, and, if I undefftand Mr. 

'Hornje, they would, at di at period, have ju A 

*tified bim to his own mind, in deliberately 
^ttac^Etng' the • life of his Sovereign* I {hM 
iiot afic him to what political conftilution this 
dodrine can be reconciled. But, at lead, it 
is incambent upon him to (hew, that the pre- 
fentKing has better excnfes, than Charles tht 
Firft, fer the errors of hi^ goverfiment. He 

<^ ought to demonftrate to as that the conftitotioii 
was ^better underfVood a hundred years 4igo 
than it is at prefent ;«^hat the legal rights of 

- the ftibjedt, and the limits of the prerogative 
were more accurately de#ned, and noreclear^ 
ly comprehended. If propoiitions like theft 

' cannot be fairly maintained, I do not Ae4ow 
he can reconcile it to his confcience, not td 

.a£l immediately with the fame freedom wilk 
which he i-pea<ks. I revet ence the chara6ler of 

-Charles the Pirft as little as Mr. Home ; bot 
I will not infalt his misfortunes^ by 4 cbmpa-* 

. rifon that would degrade him. 

It is worth obferving, by what gentle de- 
grees, the faridas, perfecuting zeal of Mr* 
Horiie has Tokened into moderation* Men 
and'meafures were ycfterday his objedk. What 

/pains did he once take to bring that great ftaee 

'criminal Mmcquirk to execution !— To day he . 

confines himfelf to^neafores only.— No penal 

example 
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example is to be left to the facceflbrs of the 
Duke of Grafton.— To-morrow, I' prefume 
both men and meafures will be forgiven. The 
flaming patriot, who fo lately fcorched us in 
the meridian, iinks temperately to the weft, 
and is hardly felt as he defcends* 

I comprehend the policy of endeavoaring to 
communicate to Mr. Oliver and Mr. Saw- 
bridge, a (hare in the reproaches, with which 
he fuppofes me to have loaded him. My me- 
mory fails me, if I have mentioned their names 
v^ith difrefpefl;— 'Unlefs it be reproachful to 
acknowledge a fincererefpedfor the char^der 
of Mr. Sawbridge, and not to have queilioned 
the innocence of Mr. Oliver's intentions. 

It feems 1 am a partizan of the great leader 
of the oppoiition. If the charge had been a 
reproach, it fhould have been better fupport- 
ed. I did not intend to make a public decla- 
ration of the refpeA I bear Lord Chatham. I 
well knew what unworthy conclufions would 
be drawn from it. But I am called upon to 
deliver my opinion, and furely it is not in the 
litde cenfure of Mr., Home to deter me from 
doing fignal jodice to a man, who, I confefs, 
has grown upon my edeem. As for the com- 
mon, fordid views of avarice, or any purpofe 
of vulgar ambition, I queftion whether the ap- 
plaafe of Junius would be of fervice to Lor^l 

Chatham. 
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Chatham. My vote will hardly recommend 
him to an increafe of his penfion, or to a feat 
in the cabinet. But if his ambition be upon a 
level with his underftanding ,-— if he judges of 
what is truly honourable for himfelf, with the 
fame fuperior genius» which animates and di« 
reds him» to eloquence in debate, to wifdom 
in decifion, even the pen of Junius ihall con- 
tribute to reward him. Recorded honours 
ihall gather round his monument^ and thickea 
over him. It is a fcriid fabric, and wiU fup« 
port the laurels that adorn it. — I am not con- 
▼erfant in the language of panygeric.-— Thefe 
praifes are extorted from me; but they will 
wear well, for they have been dearly earned. 

My deteftatioD of the Duke of Grafton is 
-not fbunded upon his treachery to any indivi- 
dual : though I am willing enough to fuppofe 
that, in public affairs, it would be impoffible 
to dcfert or betray Lord Chatham, without do- 
ing an eflential injury to this country. My ab- 
horrence of the Duke arifes from an intimate 
knowledge of his character, and from a tho« 
rough convidliont that his bafenefs hits been 
the caufe of greater mifchief to England, than 
even the^in fortunate ambition of Lof d Bute. 

The fliortening the duration of parliaments 
is a fubjed, on which Mr. Home cannot en- 
large too warmly; nor will 1 queftion his fin- 

cerity* 
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cerity. If I did not profefs the fame fenti* 
mentsy I ihould be (hamefulljr inconfiilent with 
xnyfelf. It is uaaeceffary to bind Lord Chat- 
hsita by the written formality of an engagement. 
He has publicly declared himfelf a convert to 
Triennial Parliaments ; and tho' I have long 
been convinced that this is the only poffible re- 
iburce we have left to preferve the fubftantial 
/reedom of the conftittttiop, I do aot think we 
hwt a right to determiiie #gai«& the integrity 
■of Lord Rockingham or bis friends. Other 
meafures 4nay undoubtedly be fupported in ar« 
gameat« as better adapted to the diforder, or 
nore likefy tp be obtained. 

Mr. Home is wellaflured, that I never was 
the chMspion of Mr. Wiikes. But tho' I am 
jaot obliged to Anfwer for the lirmnefs of «his 
future 'adherence to tbe principles he profeiles, 
I teve -no reafen to prefuflse that he will here- 
after di%race £beai. As for all thofe imaginar/ 
cafes, which Mr. Home fo petulantly urges 
i^un^ft me, I have one plain, hoaeft anfwer 
to siake le bim.-^Wfaeaever Mr. Wilkes flkail 
be coDvidled of .lolicittog a.^nfion, an em- 
hdSy, or a government, he muft depart from 
that fituation, And ranbunce that chara^r« 
which he aiTun^s at ppefent, and which, in 
^ opinion, intide him to the fuj\port of the 
public. By the fao^ a{l, and at (he fai^e mo- 
ment. 
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«nent, hz will forfeit his power of mortifying 
4he King ; and though he can never ht a fa- 
iroaritc at St. James's, his bafenefs may ad- 
xninKler a folid fatisfadiou to the loyal mind. 
The man, I fpeak of, has not a heart to /eel 
for the frailties of his fellow-creatures. It is 
their virtues that affli^, it is their vices that 
confole him^ 

I give every poffible advantage to Mr. 
Home, when I take the fads he refers to for 
granted. That they are the produce of his in* 
vention^ feems highly probable; that they 
are exaggerated X have no doubt. At the 
worily what do they amount to> but that Mr* 
Wilkes, who never was thought of as a per* 
fedt pattern of morality, has not been at all 
times proof againft the extreoiity ofdiftrefs. 
How fhamefttl is it, in a man who has lived 
in friendihip with him, to reproach him with 
failings, too naturally conne6led with defpair! 
Is no allowance to be made for banilhment and 
ruini Does a two years imprifonment make 
so atonement for his crimes ? — The refentment 
cf a prieft is implacable* No fuferings can 
ioften, no penitence can appeafe him .-^ Yet 
he himfelfy I thi^, upon his own fyllem, has 
a multitude of political offences to atone for. 
I will not iniift upon the naufeous detail,'wuh 
which he fo long diiguHed the public* He 

Vol* !!• ii itQOki 
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•feems to be afhamed of it. But what excufe 
will he make to the friends of the conftitution 
for labouring to promote this con/ummately had 
man to a ftation of the higheft national trufl 
and importance ? Upon what honourable mo- 
tives did he recommend him to the livery of 
London for their reprefentative ; — to the ward 
of Farringdon for their alderman; — to the 
county of Middlefex for their knight? Will 
he afHrm that, at that time, he was ignorant 
of Mr. Wilkes's felicitations to the miniftry ? 
That he fliould fay fo, is indeed very neceffary 
for his own juftification,* but where will he 
find credulity to believe him ? 

Iti what fchool this gentleman learned his 
ethics I know not. His logic feems to have 
been ftudied under Mr. Dyfon. That mifera- 
ble pamphleteer, by dividing the only prece- 
dent in point, and taking as much of it as fuit- 
ed his purpofe, had reduced his argument 
upon the Middlefex eledlion to fomething like 
the (hape of a fyllogifm. Mr. Home has con- 
ducted himfelf with the fame ingenuity and 
candour. I had affirmed that Mr. Wilkes would 
preferve the public favour,^** as long as be 
•^ Hood forth againft a miniftry and parliament, 
*• who were doing every thing they could to 
'*• cnflave the country, and z^ long as he was 
** a thorn in the King's fide«" Yet^ from the 

exulting 
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exulting triuinph of Mr. Home's reply, one 
would think that I had refted my expei^ation. 
that Mt« Wilkei would be fup ported by the 
public, upon the iingle condition of his mor- 
tifying the King. This may be logic at Cam- 
bridge or at the Treaiury, but among men of 
/enfe and honour, it is folly or villainy in the 
extreme. i 

1 fee the pitiful advantage he has taken of 
a fingle unguarded expreflion, in a letter not 
intended for the public. .Yet it is only the gx' 
prejjion that is unguarded. I adhere to the true 
meaning of that member of thefentence, taken 
feparately as be takes it, and now, upon the 
cooleft deliberation, reaifert that, for the pur- 
pofcs I referied to, it may be highly merito- 
rious to the public, to, wound theperfonal feel- 
ings of the Sovereign. It is not a general pro- 
poiition, nor is it generally applied to the chief 
roagiflrate of this, or any other conditution, 
Mr. Home knows as well as I do, that the befl 
of princes is not difpleafed with the abufe, 
which he fees thrown upon his ofteniible mini, 
ilers. It makes them, I prefume, more pro- 
perly the objefls of his royal compafiion;--« 
neither does itefcape his fagacity, that the 
lowertheyaredegradedinthepublicefleem, the 
more fubmifiively they mull depend upon his 
favour for protedlion. This, I affirnri upon 
"the mod folemn conviftion, and the mod cer- 
Uin knowledge, is a leading maxim in the po* 
H 2 Jicy 
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Ifcy of the clofet. It is unnceflary to parfae 
the argument any farther* 

Mr. Horne is now a very loyal fubjeft/ He 
laments the wretched ftate of policies in this 
country, and fees, in a new light, the weak- 
xiefs and folly of the oppafition. Whoe^otr or 
^whateiHr is Sovereign, demands the refpc^ and 
Jupfort of the peopU, J it was not fo, ^yen Nero 
Jiddled ^bile Rome ivas bjirmng. Our gracious 
Sovereign has had wonderful fuccefs, in cre- 
ating new attachments io his per/on andjamily-. 
He owes it, I prefume, to the regular fyllem he 
has purfued in the m) (lery of converiion. He 
began with an experiment upon the Scotch, 
and concludes with converting Mr. Home.— 
What a pity it i«, that the Je<uis ihould be con- 
demned by Providence to wait for aMefiiahof 
their own ] 

The priefthood are accufed of mlfinterpre- 
ting the fcriptures. Mr. Horne has improve 
ed upon his profefilon. He alters the text, 
and creates a refutable doflrine of his own. 
Such artifices cannot long delude the under- 
flanding of the people; and without meaning 
an indecentcomparifon, I may venture to fore* 
tel, that the Bible and Junius will be read, 
when the commeatarids of the Jefuits are for- 
gotten, JUNIUS, 

X The ?ery foliloquy of liord Sofiolk before he psiiied the 
Kubicon* 
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LETTER XLIX. 

TO tHB PRINTER OF THB PVBLSC ADVBK^ 
TISBR. 

S I Ri 26, Augufij 1771. V 

X HE enemres of the people, having now 
nothing bttter Co objed to my friend Junius ^ 
are at lad obliged to quit his politics and to 
rail at him for crimes he is not guilty of. His 
ranity and impiety are now the perpetnal to-r 
pics of their abufe. I do not mean to lefTen 
the force of.fach charges, (fuppoiing they were 
true), but to Ihew that they are not founded. 
If 1 admitted thepremifes, 1 fhould readily agree' 
70 all the confequences drawn from them. 
Vanity indeed is a venial error, for it ufaally 
catries its own puni(hment with it:— but if I- 
thought ^tftf/tfj capable of uttering a difrefped- 
ful word of the felij^ion of his country, I fhould 
be the iirii to renoiHice aiitl give him vp to the 
public contempt and indignation. As a ma*» 
I am fatisiied that he is a Chriftian upon the 
moft (incere convi&ion. As a writer, he would 
be grofsly inconiiil^iu with his political prin- 
ctplesy if he dared to antck a nsHgion efta* 
H 3 Uiihed 



ICZ 



L E T T E R Sr 



blilhcd by thofe laws, which it fecms to be the 
purpofe of his life to defend. — Now for the 
proofs.— y«»/jr/ 18 accufed of aa impioos allu* 
fion to the holy facrament, where he fays that, 
if Lor J fFtymouth be denied the cuf^ there nutll be 
no keeping him nvithin the pale of the miniftry. 
Now, Sir, I affirm that this pafTage refers in- 
tird; to a ceremofiial in the Roman, catholic 
church, which denies the cup to the laity. It 
has no manner of relation to the Proteilant 
creed, and is, in this country, as fair an objeft 
of ridicule 2LSiranfuhftanti/ition^ox any other part 
of Lord Peter^h hiftory in the Tale of the Tub. 
But Junius is charged with equal vanity and 
impiety, in comparing his writings to the ho- 
ly fcripture. — The formal proteft he makes a- 
gainft any fuch comparifon, avails him nothing. 
It becomes neceffary then to (hew that the 
charge deftroys iifelf.— If he be 'vain, he can- 
rot be impious. A vain man does not ufually 
compare himfelf to an objedl, which it is hh 
deiign to undervalue. On the other hand, if 
he be impious, he cannot be vaift. For his im- 
piety, if any, muit confift in his endeavouring^ 
to degrade the holy fcriptures by a comparifoo 
with his own contemptible writings. Thk 
iVoold be folly indeed of the groiTeft nature,, 
but where lies the vanity ?— I (hall now be told, 
*— << bir, what you fay is planiible enough, bat 

" ftill 
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** ftill you mad allow that it is (hamefally im- 
** pudent in Junius to tell us that his worlds 
" will live as loijg as the Bible.'* My anfwer 
is. Agreed: hut fir fi pro^ue that he has /aid fo* 
Look at his words, and you will £nd that the 
Qtmofl he experts is, that the Bible and Junius 
will furvive the commentaries of the Jefuits, 
which may prove true in a fortnight. The 
xnoft malignant fagacity cannot (hew that his 
works are, in his opinion ^ to live as long as the 
Bible. — Suppofe I were to foretell that Jack 
and Tom would furvive Harry. — Does it follow 
that y^r^ mufl live as \ong9i%Tom? I would 
only illaHrate my meaning and proteft againfl 
the lead idea of profanenefs. 

Yet this is the way in which Junius is an- 
fwcred, arraigned and convi6lcd. Thefe can- 
did critics never remember any thing he fays 
in honour of our holy religion ; though it is 
true that one of his leading arguments is made 
to red upon the internal e<vidence which the pur eft 
of, all religions carries nuith it, I quote his 
words, and conclude from them, that he is a 
true and hearty Chridiany in fubdance, not in 
ceremony ; though poffibly he may not agree 
with my Reverend Lords the Biihops, or with 
the Head of the Church, that prayers are mora- 
litji or that kneeling is religion. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

H* LET. 
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LETTER L. 

PROM THF RBVBRBRD MR. HORNE TO 
JUNIUS. 



I 



l^.Auguft, I'JJU 



Congratulate you. Sir, on the recovery oF 
your wonted ftyle, though it has coft you a 
fortnight. I compaflionate your labour in the 
compolition of your letters, and will coramu* 
nicate to you the fecret of my fluency.-— Truth 
needs no ornament; and, in my opinion, what 
ihe borrows of the pencil is deformity. 

You brought a poiltive charge ag^inft me of 
corruption. 1 denied the charge,, and called 
for your proofs. You replied with abufe and 
re-an*ertcd your charge. I called again for 
proofs. You reply again with abufe only, and 
drop your accufation. In your fortnight's let- • 
ter there is not one word upon the fubjedl of 
my- corruption. 

I have no more to fay/ but to return thanks 
to you for your conde/cenfioitf and to a grateful 
public and koneft miniilry for all the favours 
they have conferred upon me. The two lat- 
ter, I am fare, will never refufe me any grace 
I ihall folicit I and fince you have been pleafed 
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to acknowledge that you told a deliberate lye 
in my favour out of bounty* and as a charita- 
ble donation, why may I not expt& that you 
will hereafter (if. you do not forget yoa ever 
mentioned my name with difrefpe£l) make the 
feme acknowledgment for whatyoo have faid- 
to my prejudice? — ^This fecond recantation will 
perhaps be more abhorrent from your difpofi^ 
tion ; but fhould.you decline it, you will onl/ 
afit)rdone more inftance how much eafier it i» 
fo be generous than juft, and that men are 
fometime? bountiful who are not honeft. 

At all events I am as well fatisfied with yoor 
panegyric as Lord Chatham can be. Monu- 
ment I (hall have none ; but over my grave it 
will be faid, in your own words, ** Home's JftU" 
*' of ion did not etnefponi tuitb his intentions t»" 
■\ JOHN HORNB, 

LETTER LI. 

TO HIS GRACE TH£ DUKE OF GRAFTOK* 

MY LORD, 2%.Sept. 1771. 

X H E people of England arc not apprifed 
of the fall extent of their obligations to yoa« 

X The epitaph would not be ill fuited to the charaaerj 
•-iAt the beft^ it it but equivocal. 

They 
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They have yet no adequate idea of the endkfs> 
variety of your charader. They have feen you 
diftinguiihed and fuccefsful in the continued 
violation of thofe moral and political duties^ 
by which the little, as well as the great focie- 
ties of life« are collefled and held together* 
Every colour, every cbarader became you. 
With a rate of abilities, which Lord Wey- 
mouth very juflly looks down upon with con- 
tempt, you have done as much mifchief to the 
community as Cromixfell would have done, if 
Cremtweli had been a coward, and as much aa 
Machiavelf if MacJiflavel h^d not known, that 
an appearance of morals and religion ar^e ufe* 
ful in fociety. — To a thinking man, the influ- 
ence of the crown will, in no view, appear fo 
formidable, as when be obferves to what enor- 
xnous exceffes it has fafely condudted your 
Grace, without a ray of real underftanding^ 
without even the pretenfions to common de- 
cency or principle of any kind, or a fingle 
fpark of perfonal refolution. What tnuil be 
the operation of that pernicious influence, (for 
which our Kings have wifely exchanged the 
nugatory name of prerogative) that, in the 
higheft ilations, can fo abundantly fupply the. 
abfence of virtue, courage, and abilities, and 
qualify a man to be the minifl;er of a great na- 
tion^ whom a private gentleman would be a- 

ihamed 
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Aiamed and afraid to admit into his family t 
Like the univerfal paffpor^ of an ambaiTador, 
it foperfedes the prohibition of the laws» ba- 
nifhes the ftaple virfiics of the country, and 
introduces vice and folly triumphantly into al! 
the departments of the ftate. Other princes» 
be£des his Majefly, have had the means of cor- 
niption within their reach, but they have nfed 
it with moderation. In former times corrup- 
tion was confidered as a foreign auxiliary to 
government, and only called in upon extraor- 
dinary emergencies. The unfeigned piety, 
the fandified religion of George theTbird have 
tanght him to new model the civil forces of' 
the ftate. . The natural rcfources of the crown 
are no longer confided in. Corruption glitters 
in the van ;— collects and maintains a Handing 
army of mercenaries, and, at the fame mo- 
ment, impoverifhes and inilaves the country. 
-«-Hi8 Majefty's predeceffors, (excepting that 
worthy family, from which you, my Lord, are 
unqueftionablydefcended) had fome generous 
qualities in their compofition, with vices, I 
Gonfefs, or frailties in abundance. They were 
kings or gentlemen, not hypocrites or priefls. 
They were at the head of the church, but did 
not know the value of their office. They faid 
their prayers without ceremony, and had too 
Iktle prieftcraft in their underftanding, to re* 

coflcile 
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concile the fandlimoaious forms of lefigiorr 
with the utter delirit&ion of the morality of 
their people. — My Lord this is fad, not de-* 
clamation.-^With all your partiality to the 
hoafe of Stuart^ you mnft confefs, that evert 
Charles the Second would have bluflied at that 
open encouragement, at thofe eager» meretri- 
cious careEeSy with which every fpecits of pri- 
vate vice and public proftitucion is received at 
St. James*%. — ^The unfortunate houfe of Stuart 
has been treated wit K»an afperity, which, if 
comparifon be a defence, feems to border up-r 
on injuilice. Neither Charles nor his brother 
were qualified to fupport fuch a fyflem of.mea- 
fures> as would be neceiTary, to change thego* 
vernment»and fubvert the conilitution of Eng« 
land. Ohe of them was too much in earneft 
in his pleafures, — the other tn his religion^ 
But the danger to this country would ceafe iot 
be problematical, if the crown (hould ever de- 
fcend to a prince, whofe apparent £mplicity 
might throw his fubje^ts oS their gaard,— -wha 
night be no libertine in behaviour,— •^wha 
ihould have no fenfe of honour to reftrain him, 
and who, with juft religion enough to impofe 
upon the multitude, might Jiave no fcruplesof 
confcience to interfere \yith his morality. With 
thefe honourable qualifications, and the deci* 
five advantage of ^tuation, low craft and falfe- 

hood 
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liood ore all the afailities diat are wanting to 
-deftroy the wiidom of ages, and to deface the 
noblefttnoaufnent that haman policy has erefl- 
•ed — ^I'know Jiteh a man ;— My Lord, I know 
yoa both; and \^ith the bleiSng of God (for \ 
too am religious,) the people of England fliaU 
know you as well as 1 do. I am not very fore 
that greater abilities would not in effedt be an 
impediment to a deiigDy which feems at firft 
fight to •require a fuperior capacity. A better 
iinderftanding might make him fenfible of the 
wonderful beauty of that fyllem he was endea- 
vouring to corrupt. The danger of the at- 
tempt might alarm him. The meannefs, and 
•ntrinfic worthlelToefs of the objefl (fuppoiing 
\a could attain it) would fill him with fliame^ 
repentance, and difguft. But thefe are fenfa* 
tions» which find no entrance into a barbarous, 
contradled heart. In fome men, there is a ma- 
lignant paflion to dedf oy the works of genins* 
literature, and freedom. The Vandal and the 
Monk find equal gratification in it. 

Refiedions like thefe, my Lord, have a ge- 
neral relation to your grace, and infeparabljp 
attend you, in whatever company or fituation 
your chara^er occurs to ns. They have no 
immediate connexion with the following re- 
4;eQt fadl, which I lay before the public; for 

the 
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the honour of the bed of Sovereigns, and for 
the edification of his people. 

A prince (whofe piety and felf-denial, one 
wonld think, might fecure him from fach a 
multitude of worldly neceflities,) with an an- 
nual revenue of near a million flerling, unfor-^ 
tunately loants waw^y,— The navy of England, 
hy an equally ilrange concurrence of unfore- 
seen circumliances, (though not quite io un- 
fortunately for his Majefty) is in equal want 
of timber. The world knows, in what a hope- 
ful condition you delivered the navy to your 
fuccefibr, and in what a condition we found it 
in the moment of diftrefs. You were deter- 
inined it (hould continue in the fituation in 
which yoa left it. It happened, however, very 
Juckily for the privy purfe, that one of the 
above wants promifed fair to fupply the other. 
Our religious, benevolent, generous Sovereign, 
las no objedlion to felling bis own timber to 
Jxis o<um admiralty, to repair hts own (hips, nor 
to putting the money into Jbjs omjn pocket. 
People of a religious turn naturally adhere to 
ithe principles of the church. Whatever they 
acquire falls into mortmain,'^\3 ^on a repre- 
sentation from the admiralty of the extraordi* 
nary want of timber, for the indifpenfable re- 
pairs of the navy, the furvcyor general wasdi- 
xe^ed to make a furvey of the timber in all 

the 
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ilie royaf diaces and forefts in England. Har- 
*ing obeyed bfs orders with accoracy and atten- 
tion» he reported, that the fineft timber he had 
any where oiet with, and the propereft in tvcty 
refped for the purpofes of the navy, was in 
JFhittlthury Forefij of whjch your Grace, I 
think is hereditary ranger. In confeqoence of 
this report, the ufual warrant was prepared at 
the treafury, and deliviered to the farveyor, by 
which he or his deputy were authorifed to cat 
down any trees in WhittUhury Foreft^ which 
ihoald appear to be proper for the purpofes 
above-mentioned. The deputy being informed 
that the warrant was figned and delivered to 
his principal in London, croiTes the country to 
Northamptonfiiire, and with an officious zeal 
for the public fervice, begins to do his duty 
in the foreil. Unfortunately for him, he had 
not the warrant in his pocket. The overfight 
was enormous, and you have panifhed him for 
it accordingly. You iiave infifled, that an 
adlive useful officer ihould be difmifled from 
his place* You hav£ ruined an innocent 
man, and his family.— In what language fliall 
i addrefs fo black, A> cowardly a tyrant; — 
thou worfe than one of the Brunfimckst and all 
the Stuarts ! — To them who know Lord North, 
it is unnecefiary to fay, that he was mean and 
bafe enough to fubroit to you.— This however 
u bat a fmall part of the fa£t After ruining 

the 
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tbefucveyoi-^s deputy, for aAing without ihe 
ifyarcant, you atucked the warrant iifelf. Yon 
ileclared it was illegal, and fwopc, in a fie of 
foaming, frantic paffion* that it never ihouUL 
'he executed. You ailerted upon your honour^ 
that in thegraivt of fthe rangerfliip of Whittk- 
iury Fortftt a>ade by Charles the S$con{lt ( wbooiy 
with a modefty that would do honour to Mr. 
£igby, you are pleafed to call your anceftor) 
to one of his bafUirds, (from whom 1 make no 
doubt of your defcent) the property of the 
timber is veiled in the ranger.i— 1 have cxa-^ 
•jnined the original grant, and now, in the face 
of the public, contradi^ you dire6Uy Dpon 
^e faft. The very reverfc, of what you have 
afierted upon your honour, is the truth. The 
grant, txprtfiiy^ tmd hy m parti€ular <lau/i^ re* 
ferves the property of the timber for the ofe of 
4he crown .^^In fpixe of this eyidence,«^itt de« 
£anceof the reprefeotations of the adniraJ ty« 
^»<-ui jperfeA mockery of the notorious diftref- 
ies of tEe Sngllih navy, and thofe equally 
ppeffiog," and almbA equally notorious necefii- 
ties of your pious Sovereign, here the matter 
reHs.— -The lords of Ae treafury recal their 
warrant; the deputy- fur vey or is ruined for 
4oing his duty ;-— Mr. John Pitt (wkofe name 
I fuppofe is offeniive to you) fubmits to be 
brow-beaten and infttUed;— the oaks keep 
tbeir ground ;--*tke King is defrauded, and 

the 
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iht t^vy of Eoglaod may petifh for want of 
the bed and fioffeft timber in the iiland. And 
all this ii fi4bn»Ued to— to app«af€ tkt Duke 
of Grafton I— To gratify the man, who has 
involved the King and his kingdom in confu- 
£on and diilrefs, and who, like a treacherous 
coward* deferted his Sovereign in the midil of 
it! 

There has been a (Irange alteration in yoar 
dodrines, fince yoa thought it advifeable to 
rob the Duke of Portland of his property, in 
order to (Irengthen the interell of Lord Bttte*% 
fon-in-law, before the laft general eleftioa. 
Nullum Umfus occurrit regt, was then yoar 
boafted motto, and the cry of all your hungry 
partizans. Now it feems a grant of Charles 
the Second to^one of hi$ bailards is to be held 
facred and inviolable ! It mull not beqaeilioned 
l)y the King's fervants, nor fubmittedto any 
interpretation bat your own. '—My Lord» this 
was not the language yoa held, when itfuitod 
you to infalt the memory of the glorious deli- 
TCiier of England from ihatdctcfled family, to 
which you are dill more nearly allied in prin- 
pple than in blood .^ — In the name of decency 
and common- fen fe, what are your grace's me* 
rits, either with King or minillry, that (hould 
intitle you to alTume this domineering autho- 

Vol. II. I ritjr 
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>ity over both?«^Is it the fortunate confan^^ 
gainity yoa claim with the houfe of Stuart f — • 
Is it the fecret correfpoDdence yoo have for fo 
many years carried on with Lord Bate, by 
the arduous affillance of your cream coloured 
farajhi ^— Could not yoar gallantry find fuffi* 
cient employment for htm, in thofe getaU of- 
£ces by which he firft acquired the tender 
friendfliip of LorJBarrington ^— Or is it only 
that wonderful fymparhy of manners, which 
fttbfifts between your Grace and one of your 
fuperiors, and does fo much honour to yoa 
both ? — Is the union of BJifl and Black Gcorgf 
ao longer a romance ? — ^From whatever origin 
your influence in this country arifes, it is a 
phaenomenon in the hiflory of human virtue 
and underfianding «^Good men can hardly be- 
lieve the fa^. Wife men are unable to account 
for it. Religious men find exercife for their 
faith, and make it the laft effort of their piety^ 
Aot to repine againft providence. 

JUNIUS* 
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Fy§u alone were coocerned in the event of 
the prefeot eleAion of a chief xnagiftrate of the 
metfopotis, it would be the higheft prefnmp- 
tion in a ganger, to attempt to influence your 
choioe* or even to oflfer you his opinion. But 
At fitoatlon of public affairs has annexed an 
extraordinary importance to your refolntiont. 
Yon cannot, in the choice of your magiftrate, 
determine fotj^ur/elva oniy. Yon are going 
to determine upon a point, in which every 
member of the community is interefted. I will 
not fcruple to fay^ that the very being pf that 
law» of that right, of that conditation, fur 
which we have been h long contending, ia 
now at Hake. They, who would enfnare your 
judgment, tell you, it is si comment ordinary 
cafe, and to be decided by OHtinery precedent 
and pradice. They artfully conclude, from 
moderate peaceable times, to times which are 
mot moderate, and which otffht not to be peace- 
able* — ^While they folicit your favonr, theyin- 
l2 fift 
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fift apon a rule of rotation, which excludes all 
idea of eledlion. 

Let me be bonoored with a fevi^ minutes of 
your attention. — ^The quefiion, to thofe who 
mtan fairly td th<i liBefty bf the people, (vi^hkh 
we all profefs to have in view) lies within a 
very narrow compafs. — DoydU iWeah to defert 
that juft and honourable fyftem of meafures 
which yoa have hithei-to purfued, in hopes of 
obtaining from parliament or from the crown, 
a full redrefs of paft grievances, and a fccurity 
ferthe future? — Dd J^ou think the Caufe dtf- 
jperate, aiid will you declare, that you think 
lo to the whole b{ England ? — If this be your 
ftieanirig and opinion, you will a^ confidently 
with ib, in choofihg Mr. tiaj^.^l pfofcfs tb be 
iinaequainted ivich hi^ private eh^fadler. Bat 
ht has aded a^ a ihagiArate, — as a public ittan* 
^— As Aich Ifpeak of him, — I fee his namifr ih 
a protell againfl one of your remonOrances tb 
the crown. — He has done every thing ih hi* 
power to deftroy the rrefed6m of popular elec- 
tions in the city by publiJhing the poll upod 
a former occafion ; ahd I kno^, f ti jgeneral, that 
ii'e has diftinguifhed hiifnfelf, by flighting ahd 
thwarting all thofe ptiblic m'e&fur'es, which j^i^ 
Jiave engaged in with thegreateft warmth, and 
hither to thought moft Worthy of your approba* 
tion.-^Ffom his paft tondn^, tvhat cbocluiionb 

will 
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wiK yon dr/iw, but thftt he will aft the fiunft 
part as Z^<>r^ Mayer y whlck he has invariaMy 
a^icd «s JUtrman and Sberif? He capn^ adter 
his eonduft, without confefiing that h« never 
adcd upon principle of any kind.— 1 ihoald be 
forry to injure the charaQer of a man, who 
perhaps may be honell in his intentioA, by 
foppofing it poffibht that he can evef coaci» 
with yon in any political meafure, eropinUn* 
If, on the other hand> you mean to pirrfet 
Tcre in diofe refolucions for the public good, 
which though not always fuccefsfal, are al- 
ways honourably, yoiir choicie will jiaturally 
incline to thofe men, who, (whaterer they be 
in other refpeds,} are moil likely to co-^ope- 
rate with yoii in the great purpofes which yoa 
are determined not to relinquiih :— The quef- 
tion-is not, of what metal your inftruments are 
made, but 'whether they are adapted to the 'Uiork 
you ha've in hand ? The honours of th^ cHy, 
in thefe timesy are improperly, becauffs e?cclu- 
£v^ly, called a regard. You mean f)pt mer^ • 
ly to pay^ but to emfloy. Are Mr. Cttfiy aiwj 
Mr. Sa'wbridge likely tp execute the cxtraprdjir 
nary, as well as the ordinary dutiea of Lord 
M^yor ?— Will they grant you common halls 
y^hen it ihall be ncpeffary ? — Will they ^p up 
iwitb rfiippnltranpes lo th^ ^ing ? — Have |he/ 
4lrmic£' ^noogh to meet the fury of a venal 
1 3 lioufc 
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ko«ie of commons ?-— Have they fortitode 
coough not toibrink at imprifnnment ? — Bave 
they fpirit enough to hazard their lives and 
fortunes id a conteft, if it (hoald be neceflary* 
with a proftitated Icgiflatare ? — If thefe qaef- 
tions can fairly be anfwered in the affirmative, 
yonr choice is made. Forgive this paffionate 
language.*— I am unable to correA it.-— The 
fttbjedk comes home to us all.— It is the ]an-> 
gnageof my heart. 

J U N I U S* 
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SIR, O^.g, 1771. 



O man laments, more fincerely than I io, 
the unhappy differences, which have arifen 
among the friends of the people, and divided 
them from each other. The caufe undoubt- 
edly fuffers, as well by the diminucioa 
of that ifrength, which union carries with 
it, as by the feperate lofs of perfonal re- 
potation, which every man fuflains, when 
Sis character and conduft are frequently held 

forth 
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forth in odioos or cootemptible coloors.*-— * 
Thefe differences are only advantageous to the 
common enemy of the country.— The hearty 
friends of the caufe are provoked and difgnfted, 
— The lukewarm advocate avails himfelf ,of 
any pretence to relapfe into that indolent in- 
difference about every thing that ought to in- 
tered an £ngli(hman» fo unjuftly dignified with 
the title of moderation. ■ ■ The falfe, infi- 
dious partifan, who creates or fomenu the dif* 
order, fees the fruit of his diflioneft indafiry 
ripen beyond his hopes, and rejoices in the pro- 
mife of a banquet* only delicious to fach an 
appetice as his own.— It is time for thofe, who 
really mean the Cau/i and the Piofh, who have 
Jio view to private advantage, and who have 
virtue enough to prefer the general good of the 
community to the gratification of perfonal ani- 
mofities^— it is time for fuch men to interpofo. 
—Let us try whether thefe fatal difientions 
may not yet be reconciled ; or, if that be im- 
prafUcable, let us guard at leaft againft the 
worft effects of divifion, and endeavour toper- 
fuade thefe furious puritans, if they will not 
confent to draw together, to be feparately nfe- 
ful to that caufe, which they all pretend to be 
atuched to. — Honour and honefty muft not 
be renouivced, although a thoufand modes of 
right and wrong were to occupy the degrees 
I4 of 
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•fmorafity between Zcnoani Eficaros. The 
fundametital principles of Chriftiattity may ftill 
be prelerved, though every zealoft* feftary ad- 
heres la his own exclofive doflnne, and pious 
Ecdefiaftics make it part of their religloD to 
perfecote one another.— -The civil conftitu* 
tion too, that legal liberty, that general creed, 
which every Engliftvman profcffes, may ftill be 
Supported, though Wilkes, and Home, and 
Townfend, and Sawbridge, fhould obftinately 
tefuTe to comniunicate, and even if the father* 
of th^ church, if Savillc, Richmond, Camden, 
Rockinghan), and Chatham, ihould difag^ree in 
the ceremonies of their political worfliip, and 
even in the interpretation of twenty texts in 
Magna Charta. — I fpeak to the people as one 
of the people. — Let as lemploy thefe men in 
whatever departjMents their various abilities 
are beft fuited to, and as much to the ad van* 
tage of the common caufe, as their different in- 
clinations will permit. They cannot ferve os, 
without effentially ferving themfelves. 

If Mr. Najh be eledled, he will hardly venture; 
after fo recent a mark of the perfonal efteem 
pf his fellow-citizens, to declare himfelf im- 
mediately a courtier. The fj>irit and activity 
-of theiheriffs will» I hope, be fuflicient to coun- 
teract any finifter intentions of the Lord-Mayor. 

1« 
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Tto coUilioa with their virtue, perhaps he mzj 
uke fire. 

It is not neceffary to exaft from Mr. Wilkes 
the virtoes of a Stoic. They were incoafiftenc 
with themielvesy who, almoft at the fame mo* 
aient, reprefented him as the bafeft of man- 
kind» yet Teemed to expert from him fach in«- 
ftances of fortitude and ielf-denial, as woald 
do hoDosr to an apoflle. It is not howerer 
flattery to fay, that he is obftinate,^ intrepid, ' 
and fertile in expedients.— That he has no 
poffible refoarce, but in the public favour, is^ 
in my judgment, a coniiderabSe recommenda- 
tion of him. I wiik that every maa, who 
pretended to popalarity, were in the fame 
predicament. I wi(h that a retreat to St. 
Jamfts's were not io eafy and open, as Patri- 
ots have found it. To Mr. Wilkes there is no 
accefs. However he may be mifled by paffioa 
or imprudence, I think be caaoot be guilty of 
a deliberate treachery to the public. The 
favour of his country confti^uies the (hield, 
which defends him againil a thoufand daggers. 
Defertion would di(arm him. 

I «an more readily admire the liberal fparit 
and int9grity, than the found judgment of any 
man, who prefers a repuhlican form of go- 
vernment, in this or any other empire of equal 
«jt«ent, to a monarchy fo qualified and limited 
•€ ours. 1 am GOAvinccd, that neither is it i% 

theor/ 
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theory the wifeft fyftem of government, nor 
practicable in this country. Yet, though I 
hope the Englifh coRfthution will for ever pre- 
ferve its original monarchical foriD» I would 
have the manners of the people purely and 
&ti&ly republican.— Ido not mean the licentious 
fpirit of anarchy and riot.— -I mean a general 
attachment to the common weal, diftin6i from 
any partial attachment to perfons or families ; 
an implicit fabmiifion to the laws only, and 
an afedion to the magiftrate, proportioned to 
the integrity and wifdom, with which be dif> 
tributes jnftice to his people, and adminiftera 
their affairs. The prefent habit of our politi- 
cal body appears to qm the very reverfe of what 
it ought to be. T^e form of the conftitutioa 
leans rather more than enough to the popular 
branch ; while, in effed» the manners of the 
people (of thofe at leafl who are likely to take 
a lead in the country) incline too generally to 
a dependance upon the crown. The real frienda 
pf arbitrary power combine the fads, and are 
not inconfiftent with their principles, when 
they ilrenuouily fupport the unwarrantable pri« 
vileges aflumed by the Houfe of Commons.-— 
In thefe circumftances, it were much to be de- 
iired, that we had mapy fuchmen as Mr. Sawr 
)>ridge to represent us in parliament. — I fpeak 
from common report and opinion only, when 
I impute to him a fpeculative prediledtion io 

favour 
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favour bf a repablic— lo the pcFibnal condad 
and manners of the man, I cannot be miftaken. 
He has (hewn kimfelf poiTeHed of that repub- 
lican firmnefsy which the times require, and 
by which an EngliOi gentleman may be as 
ttfefuUy and as honoorably diftinguiibed, as 
any citizen of ancient Rome, of Athens, or 
Lacedaemon* 

Mr. Townfend complains, that the public 
gratitude has not been anfwerable to his de- 
ferts.— It is not difficult to trace the ariificers^ 
which have fnggefted to him a language, fo 
unworthy of his nnderftanding. A great roan 
commands the affe6Hons of the people. A pru- 
dent man does not complain when he has loft 
them. Yet they are far from being loft to Mr. 
Townfend. He has treated Ojur opinion a lit- 
tle too cavalierly. A young man is apt to rely 
too confidently upon himfelf, to b<$ as atten- 
tive to his miftrefs, as a polite and paflionate 
lover ought to be. Perhaps he found her at 
firft too eafy a conqueft. — ^Yet» I fancy, (he 
will be ready to receive him, whenever he 
thinks proper to renew his addreiTes. With 
all his youth, his fpirit, and his appearance, 
it would be indecent in the lady to folicit his 
return. 

I have too much refpe£l for the abilities of 
Mr. Hoirne, to flatter myi'elf that thefe gentle^ 

mea 
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men will ever be eordblly re-onited. It is 
not, hovtrever, nnreafonabld to exfe<^, thaft 
each of them fhoold aft his Teparate part, with 
honour and integrity to the public.-^As for 
differenced of opinion upon fpecaiative quef* 
tioDS, if we wait utitU ibsy are reconciled, the 
aftionef httoian affairs muft be fufpended i^f 
ever. But neither are we to look for perfec- 
tion in anyone man, nor for ai^reement among 
many. — When Lord Chatham aiirms, that the 
authority of the Britifli le^iflatuve is n^t fu« 
preaie over the cok>ni««, in the fame feafe In 
which it is fapieme over Great Britain ;*^wheii 
Lurd Camdm fuppefes a neceffity, (which the 
King is to judge of) and, founded upoo that 
Boceffity, attributes to the crown a legal power 
(not given by the ad itfelO to fiifpend the ope- 
ration of an a£k of the |egiflatare,— I liften te 
them both with diffidence and refpe£t, but 
withour the fnvalleft degree of convi£lion or af-- 
fent. Yet, I doubt not, they delivered their 
real fentiments, nor ought they to be haftily 
condemned. — I too have a claim to the candid 
interpretation of my country, when I acknow* 
lege an involuntary, compulfive afTent to one 
very unpopular opinion* I lament the iia^ 
liappy necefiity, whenever it arifes, of pravi* 
^ing for the fafety of the flate, by a temporary 
iDvafion of the perfooal liberty of the fubje^t* 

Would 



LETTERS. I2| 

Would to God it were praiSicable to reconcile 
thefe important objeds, in t\tty poHibU iitua« 
don of public affairs ! — • I regard the Je* 
gal liberty of the meaneli man in Britain* as 
SDUcii as my own^ and would defend it with 
the iame e^eal. I know we mud: (land or fall 
together. But 1 never can doubt, that the 
commanicy has a right to command, as well as 
to purchase, the fef vice of its members. I fee 
that right founded originally upon ^ necei&ty^ 
which iaperfedes all argument. I fee it cftti* 
bliihed by nfage immeoiorial, and admitted by 
inore than a tacit aflent of the legifiatnrfe. I 
-conclude there is no remedy, in the natmc of 
thii^, for the grievance complained of { for* 
if there were, it mnft long finice have been re»- 
dre&d. Though nsmberlefs opportunities 
bave presented tkemfelves^ highly favbtiraUe 
CO public iible^y, no faccefsful atte«ipt has 
ever been made for the relief of the fubjeA Is 
this article^. Yet it has beea felt and oMsplato- 
ed of, ever iince England had a navy.-^The 
condition t^ which conftitnte this tk^ht^ mnft 
lie taken tiq|echer« Separately, they liave lit- 
tie weight, it is not fair to argue, i?l>m any 
ab«fe in the execution^ to the illegality of the 
powers m^ch lefi is i toficlufion to be drawn 
from the navy to the land fervice« A feaman 
caa never be employed but agaiaftthe eaemiea 

of 
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of his country. The only cafe in which the 
King can have a right to arm hi$ fubjeds in 
general, is chat of a foreign force being ac- 
tually landed upon our coaih Whenever that 
cafe happens, no true Bnglilhman will en- 
quiret whether the King's right to compel him 
to defend his country be the cuftom of Eng- 
iand, or a grant of thfi legiflature. With re- 
gard to the prefs for feamen, it does not fol- 
low that the fymptomt may not be foftened. 
Although the dtftemper cannot bo cored. Let 
bounties be encreafed as far as the public purie 
can fuppoit them. Still they have a limit ; and 
when twery reafonable expence is incurred, it 
will be foond, in fad, that the fpur of the prefs 
as IMinted' to give operation to the bonncy. 

Upon the whole, I never had a doubt about 
the ftrift right of preffing, until 1 heard that 
Lord Mansfield had npplanded Lord Chatham 
for delivering fomething like this do&ine in 
the houle of lords. That confideratfon iiag- 
fered me not a little. But, npon refledion, 
kis condttA accounts naturally for itfelf. He 
Jknew the doArine was unpopular, and was 
eager to fix it upon the man, who is the firft 
^bjeft of his fear and dettrftatioo. The con- 
«ing Scotchman never fpeaks truth without e 
fraodolent dcfign. In council, he generally 
aiEMU to take a moderate part* Befides hia 

natural 
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nataral timidity^ it makes part of his politi- 
cal plan, never to be known to recommend 
violent meafures. When the guards are called 
forth to murder their fellow- fnbjedts, it is not 
by the oftenfible advice of Lord Mansfield. 
That odious office, his prudence tells him, is 
l>etter left to fuch men as Gower and Wey- 
ttooth, or Barrington and Grafton. Lord 
Hillfborough wifely confines hh firmnefs to the 
diftaat Americans .-^The defigns of Mansfield 
are more fobtle, more effectual, and fecure.— » 
Who attacks thelibertyof the prefs? Lord Mans- 
fif Id.—- Who invades the conftitational power 
of juries ? — • Lord Mansfield.— What jodge 
€ver challenged a joryman, hot I.ord Mans« 
f eld i-^Who wat that judge, who, to fave the 
King's brother, affirmed that a man of the firft 
rank and qnality, who obtains a verdid in a 
fiiit for criminal converfation, is entitled to 
no greater damages than the meaneft mecha- 
nics—Lord Man6field. — Who is it makes com- 
sniffioners of the great feal ?— Lord Mansfield. 
Who is it forms a decree for thofe commiffion- 
€1$^ deciding againft Lord Chatham^ andiif- 
ferwards(finding himfelf oppo(ed by the judges) 
declares in parliament, that he never had a 
doubt that the law was in direct oppofition to 
that decree ?— Lord Mansfield.— Who is he, 
that has made it the fiady and praAice of his 

life. 
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life, to undermine and alter the whole fydeni 
of jurifprudence in the court of King's Bench ?-- 
Lord Mansfield. — There never exided a man 
but himfelf, who anfwcred cxadly to fo com- 
plicated a defcription. Compared to thefe enor- 
mities, his original attachment to thePreten* 
der» (to whom his deared brother was confi- 
dential fecretary) is a virtue of the firft mag' 
nitude. But thehour of impeachment oc;/// come, 
and neither he nor Grafton ihall efcape me. 
^ow let them make common caufe againftEng* 
land and the houfe of Hanover. A Stuart and 
a Murray ihould fympathife with each other. 

When I refer to fignal inHaoces of onpopu- 
lar opinions delivered and maintained by men, 
who nay well be fuppofed to have no view 
but the public good, I do not mean to rtntw 
the difcuffion of fuck opinions. I iio^Id he 
ibrry to revive the dormant qtiellioas of StMnfr^ 
41^9 Cortt^-hUl^ or Fre/s^njo arrant, I meaa only 
t»illaftrate one ufeful propofition, whicb it ia 
tSw inteationcf this paper to inculcate ; — That 
*06ififoM mt ieaeraify rtjea thefrkndfhip arfir- 
wkis ^OK^ mau^ igcam/e be differs from «/ in « ' 
farticdar epiuiom* This will not appear a f«. 
perflvous caution^ if we obferve tbe ordinary 
coDdu^A of mankiad. In public afairs, there 
is the leall chance of a perfeft ctoBcurrence of 
&ueiiutiii or iociination. Yet tvcry ttan it 

abk 
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able to contribate fomething to the commoa 
flock, and oo man's contributian (hould be re- 
je£led« If iodividoals have no virtues, their 
vices may be of nfe to us* I care not with 
what principle the new-born patriot is ani- 
mated, if the meafures be fupports are benefi- 
cial to the commonity* The nation is iiite- 
jtfkcd in bis condudi- His motives are his 
own* The properties of a patriot are perifh- 
able in the individual, but there is a quick 
fucceflion of fabjedls, and the breed is worth 
preferving.— The fpirit of the Americans may 
be an ufeful example to us. Our dogs and 
borfesare only £ngli(h upon Englifli ground; 
but patriotifm, it feems, may be improved by 
Iran (plan ting .—I will no^ rejed a bill, which 
tendb to confine parliamentary. privilege within 
reafonable bounds, though it Ihould be ftolea 
from the houfe of CavendiO), and introduced 
by Mr. Onflow. The features of the infant 
are a proof of the defcent, and vindicate the 
noble birth from the bafenefs of the adoption* 
I willingly accept of a farcafin from Colonel 
Barrtj or a fimile from Mr. Burki. Even the 
filent vote of Mr. Calcraft is worth reckoning 
in a divifion. — What though he riots in the 
plunder of the army, and has only determined 
:(o be a patriot when he could not be a peer } 
Let as profit by the affidance of fach men. 
Vol. U. K while, 
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while they are with us, and place thetii^ if it 
be poffible, in the poll of danger, to prevent 
defertion. The wary Wedderhurne^ the pom- 
pous Suffolk never threw away the Icabbard, 
nor ever went upon a forlorn hope* They air- 
ways treated the King^s ferrants as men, with 
whom, fome time or other, they might poffi- 
bly be in friend fliip. — When a man who 
Hands forth for the public, has gone that 
length, from which there is no praAicable re- 
treat, — when he has given that kind of perfo- 
nal oBFence, which a pious monarch never par- 
dons, I then begin to think him in earneft, and 
that he never will have occafion to folicit the 
forgivenefs of his country.-^But inilances of 
a determination fQ entire and unrcferved are 
rarely met with. Let ns take mankind, «# 
tht^ are> Let us diftribute the virtues and a- 
bilities of individuals, according to the offices 
they afFe6l, and when they quit the fervice, 
let us endeavour to fepply their places with 
better men than we have loft. In this coun- 
try, there are always candidates enough for po- 
pular favour. The temple of fame is the fliort* 
eft pafTage to riches and preferment. 

Above all things, let me guard my country- 
mei) againft the meannefs and foHy of accept- 
ing of a trifling or moderate compenfation (or 
extraordinary and eflential injuries. Our ene. 

miea 
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mies treat uf« zb the caamng trader does the 
unfkilful Indisn. They magnify their gene- 
rofity, wheD they give us baubles, of little 
proportionate valve, for ivory and gold. The 
fame houfe of commonsi who robbed the con* 
flttaent body of their right of free eleflioar 
who prefomed to make sl law under pretence 
of declaring it, who paid oar good King's debts, 
without once enquiring how they were incur- 
red; who gave thanks for repeated murders 
committed at home, and for national infamy 
incurred abroad; who {crtenti Lord MoMsfitU^ 
who imprifoned the magiftrates of the metro- 
polis, for averting the fubjeds right to the 
protection of the laws; who erafed a jodiciat 
record, and ordered all proceedings in a cri-* 
'minal fuit to be fufpended ;— this very houie 
of commons have gracioufly confented, that 
their own members may be compelled to pay 
their debts, and that cantefted eledtions CbaU 
for the future be determined with fome decent 
regard to the merits of the cafe. The event 
of the fuit is of no coftfc<iaence to the crown.^ 
While parliaments are feptennial, the purchafe 
of the fitting member or of the petitioner 
makes but the difference of a day. — Concef* 
iions, fuch as thefe, are of Iktle moment to the 
fum of things ; unlefs it be to prove, that the 
worft of men are fenfibleof the injuries they 
K a bave 
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liave done us, and perhaps to demonllrate to 
us the imminenc danger of our fitaation. In 
the Ihipwreck of the ftate, trifles float and are 
prefei-ved ; while every thing folid and va- 
luable fmks to the bottom, and is loft for 
ever. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER LI\r. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER^- 
T1SE9.. 

SIR, 15. Qaober^ ijyu 

X Am convinced that Junius is incapable of 
wilfully mifreprefenting any man*^s opinion, 
and that his inclination leads him to treat Lord 
Camden with particular candour and relped. 
The doftrinc attributed to him by Junius^ as 
far as it goes, correfponds wiih that dated by 
your correfpondcnt Sca^voluy who feems to make 
a diftin^ion without a difl^rence. Lord Cant' 
dtHt it is agreed, did certainly maintain that» 
ID the reccfs of parliament, the King, (by 
which we all mean the King in council^ or the 
executive power) might fufpend the operation 
of an adt of the legiflature; and he founded 
his dodirine upon a iuppufed neceflity, of which 

the 
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the King, in the frft inftanct, mnft be jodge. 
The lords and commons cannot be judges of 
it in the fir ft icflancei for they do not exift.— » 
Thas far Junius^ 

But, fays Scavola, Lord Camden made parlia' 
mentt and not lYitKing^ judges of the neceflity, 
—That parliament may review the ads of mi* 
nillers is uoqueftionable ; but there is a wide 
difference between faying that the crown has a 
legal power, and, that miniflers may a£k at their 
periL When we fay an ad is illegal^ we mean 
that it is forbidden by a joint refolntion of the 
three eftat^s. How a fqbfequent refolntion of 
two of thofe branches can make it legal ah ini^ 
tio, will require explanation. If it could, the 
confequeoce would be truly dreadful, efpe- 
cially in tkefe times. There is no a£l of arbi- 
trary power, which the King might not attrir 
bute to necejptyt and for which he would not be 
fecure of obuining the approbation of his 
proflituted lords and commons. If Lord Cam" 
den admits that the fuhfequent fandion of par* 
liament was neceiTary to make the proclama- 
tion legale why did he fo obRinately oppofe the 
bill, which was foon after brought in, for in- 
demnifying all thofe perfons, who had a£led 
under it ?-» If that bill had not been paiTed, I 
am ready to maintain, in diredl contradidion 
to Lord Camden's doArine, (taken as Sea*vola 
K 3 ftates 
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ilfttes it) that a litfgion^ exporter of corn, wkft 
liad fulFexed in hk property in confequence of 
the proclamatiQc, might haire laid his aAioii 
againft the ciiflom-houfe officers, and wroold 
infallibly have recovered damages. No jury 
coald refafe them ; and if I, who am by no 
means litigioos, had been fo injured, I would 
aifaredly have inftitu ted afuit in Weftminfter<^ 
hall, on pt;rpofe to try the queftton of right. I 
would have don« it opon a principle of defi-> 
ancc of the pretended power of either or both 
itoufes to make dedaracions inconfiftent with 
Hw, and I have no doubt, that, with an aft 
4Df parliameat of my fide, I fhould have been 
too f(rong for them alt. This h the way, ia 
which an Englifhman ihonid fpeak and aft, 
and not fuffer dangerous precedents to be 
cAabiiilied, beca«fc the circumftances arc fa« 
Veurable or palliating. 

With regard to Lord Camdea, the truth is, 
that he inadvertently over-£iot himfelf, as ap* 
pears plainly by that nngaarded niention ofii 
Syranny of forty Ji^s^ which I myfelf heard. 
Inftead of averting that the proclamation wa^ 
ligal^ hej^uid have faid, '' My lords, I know 
^' the proclamation was iffega!^ but I advife4 it 
** becaafe it was indifpcnfably neceflary to 
^ fave the kingdom from famine, and I fub- 

laic 
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^* mit myfelf to the jaftice and mercy of my 
<♦ coDDtry*'* 

Such language as this would have been man- 

ly« rational, atid confident :— not unfit for a 

lawyer, and every way worthy of a great man. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

P. S. If Sc^evola flioutd think proper to write 
again upon this fubjed, I beg of him to give 
me a direa anfwer^ that is, a plain affirmative 
or negative to the following queftions :— In 
the interval between the publiihing fuck a 
proclamation (or Order of council) as that ia 
queftion, and its receiving the fanfUoa of the 
two hoofes, of what nature ia it«— is it kgidmr 
illegal I or is it neither one nor the other ?^{ 
mean to be candid, and will point out to him 
the confeqnence of his anfwer either way.-^SP 
it be legale it wants no farther fanflion. If it 
be ilkgidt the fubjed is not bonnd to obey it» 
confequently it is a ufelefV, nugatory ad, even 
as to its declared purpofe. Before the meet* 
ing of parliament, the whole mifchief, whtcb 
it means to prevent, will have been'xompleftC- 
ed. 
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LETTER LV. 

TO 2 B N O. 

SIR, oa. 17.. 1771. 

JL HE fophidry of your letter In defence of 
Lord Mansfield is adapted to the charader you 
defend. But Lord Mansfield is a man of fornix 
and feldom in his behaviour tranfgreiTes the 
rules of decorum. I ihall imitate his lord- 
ihip's gpod manners, and leave ^^02^ in the full 
|)ofiefiion of his principles. I will not call 
yovi liar, je/utt, er 'villain; but, with all the 
poHteiiefs imaginable, perhaps I may prove 
yoii fo. 

' Like other fair pleaders in Lcrd Mansfield^s 
fchool of Juflice, you anfwer Junius by mif- 
quoting his words, and miftaking his propoii- 
tions. If I am candid enough to admit that 
this is the very logic taught at St, Onier% you 
will readily allow that it is the couHant prac- 
tice in the court of King*j Bench.'^Jviiivs 
does not fay^ that he never had a doubt about 
the ftridi right of prefling, //// be knew Lord 
Mansfield *was of the fame opinion* His 
words are^ until he heard that Lord Mansfield 
had applauded Lord Chatham for- maint tuning 
thatJo&rine in the houfe of lords. It was not the 
accidental concurrence of Lord Mansfield's 
opinion, bat the fufpicious applaufe given by 

a can* 
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a conning Scotchman to the man he detefls» 
that raifed and juflified a doubt io the mind of 
Junius. The queftion is not, whether Lord 
Mansfield be a man of learning and abilities 
(which Junius has never difpated,) but whe- 
ther or BO he abttfes and mifapplies his ta- 
lents. 

Junius did not fay that Lord Mansfield had 
advifed the calling out the guardt. On the 
contrary, his plain meaning is, that he left that 
odious office to men lefs cunning than himfelf. 
— Whether Lord Mansfield's dodrine concern- 
ing libels be or be not an attack upon the li- 
httty of the prefs, is a queftion, which the 
public in general are very well able to deter- 
mine. I fhall not enter into it at prefeot. 
Nor do I think it necefTary to fay much to a 
<nan, who had the daring confidence to fay to 
a jury, '* Gentlemen, yon are to bring in a ver- 
** 6i€t guilty or not guilty j but wheth'er the de« 
** fendant be guilty or innocent is not matter 
<« iot your conlideration." Cloath it in what 
language you wii]> this is the fum total of 
Lord Mansfield's doArioe. if not, let Zen$ 
fhew us the difference. 

But it feems, the liberty of the prtfs may be 
abufedf and the abufe of a valuable privilege is 
the certain means to lofe it* Thtjirfl I admit,— 
but let the abufe be fubmitted to a jury, a fuf- 
£cient and indeed the only legal and conftitu^- 
lional check upon the licence of the prefs. 

The 
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The fecond^ I flatly deny. In direft cOBtr«» 
^iaion to Lord Mansfield I affirm that <* the 
'* abafe of a valuable pri? ilege is not the artain 
** means to lofe it/' If it were» the Englifli 
nation wo aid have few privileges left, for 
where is the privilege that has not, at one time 
or other, been abufed by individuals. But it 
is falfe in reafbn and equity, that particular 
abufes (hould produce a general forfeiture. 
Shall the community be deprived of the laws 
becaufe the)^e are robbers and murderers ?•— 
Shall the community be pnniihed, becaufe indi- 
viduals have offended. Lbrd Mansfield fays ib» 
confidently enough with his principles, but I 
wonder to find him* fo explicit. Yet, for one 
coBceffion, however extorted, 1 confefs myfelf 
obliged to hiro.^^The liberty of the prefs is 
after all a valuable pri'vUege* I agree with him 
iDoft^'heartily, and will defend it againft him. 

You a& me. What juryman was challenged 
by Lord Mansfield ?<^I tell you, his name 
was Btnfin. When his name was called* 
Lord Mansfield ordered the clerk to pafs 
kim by* As for Itis reafons, you may a(k 
himfelf, for he affigned none. But I caft 
tell you what all men thought of it. This 
Ben/on had been refradory upon a former jury, 
and would not accept of the law as delivered 
by Lord Mansfield ; but had the impudence to 
pretend to think for kimfelf.—But yon it 

ftems^ 
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feemst lioneft ZtnOf know nothing of the mau 
ttr i Yott never read JkjbWs letter to your pa* 
tron ; Yoii never heard of the intended inftruc* 
tions fron the dty to impeach Lord Mans* 
£eld !--"Yoa never heard by what dexterity of . 
Mr, Paterfan that meafure was prevented ! How 
wonderfully ill Tome people are informed ! 

Junius did ne^fer affirm that the crime, of fe* 
ducing the wife of a mechanic or a peer, i« 
not the fame, taken in a moral or religions 
view. What he affirmed in contradidion to 
the levelling principle fo lately adopted by 
Lord Mansfield was, that the damages JhouU hi 
profertifitud to the rank and fer tune of the parties ; 
and ^ot this plain reafon ; (admitted by eytrj 
other judge that ever fat in Weftminfter Hall) 
becaufe, what is a corapenfation or penalty to 
one man is none to another. The fophiftical 
diftiadlion yon attempt to draw between the 
perfon injured^ and the perfon injuring is Mws» 
feld, all over. If you can once eftablifh th« 
propofition that the injured party is not enta* 
tU^ to receive large damages, it follows prettf 
plainly that the party injuring ibonX^ not be com* 
pelled topaj them ; confequently the King's bro« 
aher ia effeftually fi^reened by Lord MamfieJd^^ 
dodrine. Your reference to Naiban and Dai/id 
come naturally in aid of your patron's profeH- 
fed fyftem of jurifprudence. He is fond of io* 
(trodttcing into the (ourt of King's Bend any 

law 
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law that contradids or excludes the common 
law of England ; whether it be canons dt/il, jui 
gentium^ or leviticai. 6ut» Sir, the Bible is the 
code of our religious faith, not of our munici- 
pal jurifprudence ; and though it was the plea- 
sure of God to inflict a particular puniihment 
Kpon David's crime (taken as a breach of hit 
divine commands) and to fend his prophet to 
denounce it, an Engliih jury have nothing to 
do either with David or the prophet. . They 
confider the crime, only as it is a breach of 
order^ an injury to an individual, and an 
offence to fociety, and they judge of it by cer- 
tain positive rules of law, or by the praAice of 
their anceftors. Upon the whole, the man» 
after God*i tywrf heart is much indebted to you 
for comparing him to the Du.ke of Cumber- 
land. That his Royal Highnefs may be the 
man after Lwd Mansfield's own heart feems 
much more probable, and you I think Mr. Zena, 
noight fucceed tolerably weM in the character. 
of Nathan, The evil deity, the prophet, and 
the royal finner would be very proper comA- 
pany for one another. 

You fay Lord Mansfield did not maJ^e the 
commiilioners of the Great Seal, and that he 
only advifed the King to appoint.' I believe 
Jjuuius meant no more, and the diftindtion is 
hardly worth difputiog.— 

Yoa 
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- You fay he did not deliver an opinion' upott 
Lord Chatham's appeal — ►! affirm that he did^ 
dircflly in favour of the appeal. *This is a 
point of fa£l, to be determined by evidence 
only. But you afllgn no reafon'for his fup- 
pofcd filcnce, lior for his defiring a conference 
with the judges the day before. Was not all 
Weflminfler-hall convinced that he did it with 
a view to puzzle them with fome perplexing 
queftion, and in hopes of bringing fome of 
them over to him r — You fay the commiffiofiera 
were <uery capable of framing a decree, for them^ 
fel'ves* By the fadt, it only appears, that they 
were capable of framing an ill gal ont^ which, 
I apprehend, is not much to the credit either of 
their learning or integrity. 

We are both agreed that Lord Mansfield hz» 
inceifantly laboured to introduce new modes 
of proceeding in the court where he preAdes ; 
hat you attribute it to an honeft zeal in behalf 
of innocence oppreifed by quibble and chicane* 
!• fay that he has introduced new la<w too, and 
Tcmoved the landmarks eftab)i(hed by former 
deciiions. I fay that his view is to change a 
court of common law into a court of equi- 
ty, and to bring every thing within the 
arbitrium of a pratorian court. The public 
mull determine between us. But now for bis 
tntrits. Firft then, the eftabltihment of the 
judges in their places for life, (which yoa tell 
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us was advifed by Lord Mansfidd) was a con* 
ceflion merely to catch the people. It bore the 
appearance of a royal bounty, bat had nothing- 
real in it. The judges were already for life^ 
excepting in the cafe of a dimji. Yoor 
boafted bill only provides that it (hall not be 
in the power of the King's fucceifor to remove 
them. At the bed therefore, it is oftly a le- 
gacy, not a gift on the part of his prefent Ma- 
jefly, fince for himfelf he gives up nothing.— 
-«>That he did oppofe Lcrd CamJem asd Lord 
J^orthington upon the proclamation again ft 
the exportation of corn, is moil true, a»d with 
great ability. With his talents, and taking 
the right fide of fo clear a queilion, it was ira- 
poffible to fpcak ill.—- His motives are not fo 
eafily penetrated. They, who are acquainted 
with the (Vate of politics, at that period, wiU 
jadge of them fomewhat differently from Zeno, 
Of the popular bills, which you fay he fup- 
ported in thehoufe of lords, the moft material 
19 unqueilionably that of Mr. Grenvilhy for de« 
ciding contefted ele^ions. But I ihould be 
glad to know upon what poffible pretence aof 
member of the upper houfe could oppofe fucll 
a bill, after it had pafTed the h^ufe of commons ^ 
—I do not pretend know what iharehe had in 
promoting the other two bills, but I am. veadyi 
to give him all the credit you defire. SttiL 
yott will find that a whole life of delibenuta ini- 
quity 
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qaitf is ill atoned for by doing: now and thea 
a laudable aAion npon a mixed or doubtful 
principle.— -If it be unworthy of him, thus un* 
gratefully treated, to labour any longer for 
the public, in God's name Ut him retire. Hi^ 
brother's patron, (whofe beahh he once wa» 
anxious for) is dead, but the fon of that on* 
fortunate prince furvives, and, I dare fay, will 
be ready to receive hini. 

PHILO JUNIUS* 



LETTER LVI. 

to AN ADVOCATE IN THE CAUSE OF TH« 
PBOPI.E. 
I 

SIR, i8. Oaoher^ 177U 

X O U do not treat yumush\t\y. You would 
not have condemned him foha(lily,if you had 
ever read Judge Fofter's argument upon the le- 
gality of preffing feamen* A man who ha^ 
not read that argument, is not qualified to fpeak 
accurately upon the fubje<fl. ^ In anfwer to 
ftrong fads and fair rcafoning, you produce 
nothing but a vague comparison between two 
tbings, which have little or no refemblance to 
each other* General fFarrants, it is true/ had 

been 
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been often ilTuc^, but they had never been re* 
gularly queftioned or reiiftcd, until the cafe 
of Mr. Wilkes He brought them to trial, and 
the moment they were tried, they were decla* 
red illegal. This is not the cafe of Pre/s War* 
rants. They have been complained of, quef- 
tioned^ and redded in a thoufand inftances; 
but dill the legiflature have never interpofed^ 
nor has there ever been a formal decifion againil 
them in any of the fuperior courts. On the 
contrary, they have been frequently recogni- 
zed and admitted by parliament, and there are 
judicial opinions given in their favour, by 
judges of the firil charadter. Under the va* 
rious circumftances, dated by JuHiusy he has 
a right to conclude, for bimftlf that there is 
no remedy. If you have a good one to pro- 
pofe, you may depend upon the aflidance and 
applaufe of Junius. The magidrate, who guards 
the liberty of the individual, dei'erves to be 
, commended* But let him remember that it is 
alfo his duty to provide for, or at lead not to 
hazard the fafety of the community. If, ia: 
the Cafe of a foreign war and the expeflation? 
of an invafion, you would rather keep your 
fleet in harbour, than man it by preding fea^ 
xsen, who refufe the bounty, 1 have done. 

You talk of did)anding the army wich won« 
derful eafe and indifference* If a wifer man 

held 
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held fach language, I flionld be apt to fufpeft 
Jus fiocerity. 

As for keeping op ^ much gnatir number of 
feamen in time of peace, it is not to be done. 
You will opprefs the merchant, you will dif- 
trefs trade, and deftroy the nurfery of your fea- 
men. He ffluH be a miferabie ftatefman, who 
voluntarily, by the fame ad increafes tlie pub* 
Jic expence, andJeireni the means of fupport* 
ing it. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

LETTER LVIL 



A 
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FRIEND of Junius dcfires it may be 
•obferved, (in anfwer to A Barrifler at Law.) 

i«. That the faft of Lord Mansfield's having 
ordered a juryman to be palTed by (which poor 
Zeno never heard of) is now formally admitted. 
When Mr. Benfon*% name was cMed, Lord Mans- 
jield was obferved to flulh in the face, (a fignal 
of guilt not uncommon with him) and erred 
out, Pafs him by. This I take to be fomething 
more than a peremptory challenge. It is an 
^unlawful command^ without any reafon afligned. 
That the council did not refill, is true ; but 
this might happen either from inadvertence,^ 

VoIm n. L or 
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or t Criml tial complatfance to LordMansfield.— > 
You Barrifttrs arc too apt to be civil to my 
Lord Cliief Juftice, at the expence of your 
clients. 

2«. Junius did never fay that Lord Mansfield 
had deftnytd the liberty of the prefe. " That 
-•* his lordftip hdLi Uhoured tc tkftroy, — that his 
•* doArine is an attack upon the liberty of the 
-** prefs>-^that it is an in*vafion of the right of 
"juries," are the propoiitions maintained by 
Junius* IXii opponents never anfwer him ia 
point, for they never meet him fairly upon his 
^wn ground. 

3<». Lord Mansfield* i policy, in endeavouring 
to fcreen his unconilitutional dodrine behind 
Hn ad of the legiilatare, is eafily underflood. 
Let twtry Englifhman fiand upon his guard ;— • 
the right of juries to return a general verdid, 
in all cafes whaifo6ver» is a part of our confti- 
tution. It Hands in no need of a bill» either 
^noQing or declaratory^ to confirm it, 

4«. With regard to the Grofaenor caufe, it is 
-pleafant to obferve that the dodrine attributed 
by Junius to Lord Mansfield^ is admitted by 
Zeno and diredlly defended* The Barrifter has 
not the afTurance to deny it flatly, bat he evades 
the charge and foftens the dodlrine by fuch poor, 
-contemptible quibbles, asxannot impofe upon 
the meanelt underflanding. 

50. The 
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5«, Th« quantity of bofincfs in the toitrt of 
King^s Bench proves nothing but the litigioua 
fpiric of the people^ ariiing from the great in- 
creaie of wealth and commerce. Thefe how- 
ever are now upon the decline, and will foon 
}eav« nothing hat law/uits behind them. When 
Junius 2^rms that Lord Mansfield has labour- 
ed to aher the fyfiem of jurifpradence, in the 
court where hislordlhip preiides, he fpeaks to 
thofe, who are able to look a little farther than 
the vulgar. Beiides that the multitude are eafily 
deceived by the impofing names o( equity and 
Juhftantialjufiice^ it does not follow that a judge, 
who introduces into his court new modes of 
pit>ceeding, and new principles of law, in- 
tends, in every infiance^ to decide unjuflly. 
Why fliould he, where he has no intereft ?— 
We fay that Lord Mansiield is a bad man^ and 
a viorit judge ;— but we do not fay that he is a 
meredeviL Our adverfaries would fain reduce 
ns to the difficulty of proving too much.— -This 
artifice however ihall not avail him . The truth 
of the matter is plainly this. When LordMuus* 
field has fucceeded in his fcheme of changing a 
court of common la^w to a court of equity^ he will 
have it in his power to do injuftice, luhene'ver 
he thinki proper. This, though a wicked pur- 
pofct is neither abfard nor anattainable. 

L z 6\ The 
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6^. The laft paragraph, relative to IW Cintt' 
btLnC% caufe cannot be anfwered. It partly re-, 
fers to fa^s, of too fecret a nature to be afcer^* 
tained and partly is unintelligible. '' U4>oh 
<' one point, 4he caufe is decided againft LfOrdt 
^'.Chatham. — Upon /rw/i&^r point, i( is dec i-^ 
•* ded for him." — Both the law and the Ian* 
giu^t are well.faited to a Barrifttr.l — If I have 
anyguefs at this honed gentleman's meaning,. 
,it is, that, ** whereas the com miiConers of the 
'< Great Seal (aw.the queftion in a.point of view 
** unfavourable io Lord Chat bam ^ and decreed 
** accordingly,— Lord Mansfield, outof iheer 
'«« love and kindnefs ^to Lord. Chatham, took 
*< the pains to place ic in/a point of view more 
*« favourable to lYit appdlant.'^—CredatJiuLem 
^pella.^So curious an aiTertion.wouldvft^ger 
.the faith of Mr. Sjha. 



LET T E.R LVm. 



"Wi 



.2. Nofvemier, ijjtt* 



E are defired to mike the following de* 
«claration, in behalf of -Junius upon three ma- 
terial points, on which his opinion has beea 
imiHaken, or mifreprefented. 

1®. 7«ff/a/co|ifiders the right of taxing the 
4Colonie«9 by an aft of the Britiih Legiflature, 
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fts ^/piculati^ve right merely, never to be txertti 
Bor ever to be renounced. To bis judgment it 
appears plain* ** That the general reafoninga, 
** which were employed again ft that power, 
*' went diredly to our whole legiflative right,. 
" and that one part of it could not be yielded 
*' to fuch arguments, without a virtual furren* 
"dcr of all the reft." 

2<*. That, with regard to prefs warrants, his 
argument (hould be taicen in his own word9» 
and anfwered ftridliy ;— that comparifons may 
fomecimes illuftrate, bat prove nothing ; and 
that, in this cafe, an appeal ta the paftions is 
unfair and unneceifary.. Junius feels and ac* 
knowledges the evil in. th« moft exprefs terma^ 
and will ftiew himfelf ready to concur in any ra- 
tional plan^ that may provide for the liberty of 
the individual, without hazarding the fafety of 
the community. At the fame time, he expedy 
that the evil,, fuch as it is, be not exaggerated 
or mifreprefented. In general, it is not unjuft 
that, when the rich man contributes his wealth, 
xhtpoor man ftiould ferve the ftaie in perfon ; — 
otherwile the latter contributes nothing to the 
defence of that law and conftituiion,. from 
which he demands lafety and protedion. But 
the queftion does not lye between rich and poor. 
The laws of England make no fuch diftindlions. 
Neither is it true that the poor man is torn from 
the care and fupport of a wifeand family, help^ 
L 3 left 
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lefs without him. The fingle qveftion is, wlie» 
ther the feaman, % in times of publk danger, 
ihall ferve the merchant or the flate, in that 
profeifioQ to which he was bred, and by the 
exercife of which alone he can honeftly fup^ 
port himfelf and his family.— General argu- 
ments againfl the dodtrine of nec€ffityy and the 
dangerous ufe that may be made of it, are of 
no weight in this particular cafe. NeceJJity in- 
cludes the idea of inevitable. Whenever it is 
fo, it creates a law, ,to which M fofitive laws, 
and all pofitive rights m^ft give way. In this 
fenfe the levy of Jhip-monty by the King's war- 
rant was not necejfary^ becaufe the bofinefs might 
have been as well or better done by parliament. 
Jf chedo£trine, maintained by yi/9/tfj, be cou* 
fined within this limitation, it will go but very 
little way in fupport of arbitrary power. That 
the King is to jadge of the occaiion, is no ob- 
jection, unlefs we arc told how it can pofllbly 
be otherwife. There arc other inftances, not 
lefs important in the exercife nor lefs danger- 
ous in the abufe, in which the conilitution re« 
lies entirely upon the King's judgment. The 
executive power proclaims war and peace, binds 
the nation by treaties, orders general embar- 
goes, 

J I confine myfeir ftriftly to /fflwwj— if any o*herta»c 
ftdStA^ it is a ^oiz abufc, which the magiftrate c^ and 
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goes, and impofes qnarantines, not to mention 
a multitude of pierogative write, which, though 
liabie to thegreateft abufes, were never difpa* 
ted. 

30. It has been urged^ as a reproach to Ju* 
nlus, that he has not delivered an opinion upon 
the Game Laws, and particularly the late Dog-^ 
off. But Jumtu thinks he has much greater 
reafoa to complain, that he is never ailifled . 
by thofe, who are able to ai&ft him* and that 
almoil the whole labour of the prefs is thrown 
upon a finglehand, from which a difcuillon of 
£very public queftion whatlbtever is unreafooa- 
bly expeded. He is w>t paid fpr bis labour, 
and certainly has a right to choofe his employ- 
ment. — As to the Game La'ws, he never fern* 
pled to declare his opinion, that they are a (pe^ 
cies of the Foreji Lawst that they are oppreffiv^ 
to the fubjed, and that the.fpiritof them is in- 
compatible with legal liberty ;— -that the pe* 
naities^ impofed by thefe laws, bear no pro- 
portion to the nature of the offence, that the 
mode of trial and the degree and kind of evi- 
dence necefTary to convid, not only deprive the 
fabjed of all the benefits of a trial by jury, but 
are in themfelves too fummary, £nd to the lad 
degree arbitrary and oppreilive. That, in par- 
ticular, the late a£ts to prevent dog-dealing, 
or killing game between fun and fun, are dif- 
L 4 tinguilhcd 
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tinguiflied by their abfnrdity, extravagance^ 
and pernicious tendency. ]f thefe terms are 
weak, or ambiguous, in what language can 
Junius exprefs himfclf ?— It is no excufe (or Lord" 
Mansfdd to fay that he happened to be abfent 
when thefe bills pafTed the houfe of lords. Ir 
was his duty to be prefent. Such bills could 
never have pafled the hoafe of commons with- 
.out his knowledge. But we very well know 
by what role he regulates his attendance. 
When that order was made^in the houfe of lords 
in the cz^t o( Lord Pomfrety at which every Eng- 
liihman ihudders, my honeft Lord Mamfield^ 
found himfelf, hymn accident^ in the court of 
king's bench. — Otherwife, he would have done 
wonders in defence of law and property ! The 
pitiful evafion is adapted to the character. But 
Jumu$yi'T\\ never juftifyhimfelf, by the exam- 
pic of this bad man. The diilindion between 
doing <wrongi and avoiding to do right belongs 
to Lord Mansfield. Junius disclaims it. 
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L. E T T E R LIX^, 

TO LORD CHIEF JUSTICE MANSFIELD*^ 

2* November y ITJI^ 

£\,T the intcrceffion of three of your coirn- 
trymen, you have bailed a man, who, I pre^ 
fume, is alfo a Siotchmarty and whom the Lord 
Mayor of London had refufed to bail. I do 
Dot mean to enter into an examination of the* 
partial, irnider motives of your condudl ; but; 
confining myfelf flriftly to the fad, t affirm,, 
that you have done that, which by Ikw you 
were not warranted to do; The thief wa* 
taken in the theft:— the^ ftden goods were 
found upon him, and he made no defence. In 
thefe circumilances, (the trutk^ of which You 
dare not deny, becaufe it is of public noto* 
tiety) it could not ftand indifferent whether. he 
was guilty or not, much lefs could there be 
any prefumption of his innocence ; and, in 
th^fe circumftances, I affirm, in contradidiion- 
to YOU, Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, 
that, by the laws of England, he was not hail- 
able. If ever Mr^ Eyre ihould be brought to 
Uialj we ihall hear what You have to fay for 

Your^ 
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Yourfelf ; and I pledge myfelf, before God 
and my country, in proper time and place ta 
make good my charge againU you. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER LX. 

TO THE PRINTER OP THE PUBLIC ADir£|C:« 
TISER. 

9. November, 1771^ 

Junius engages te make good his charge 
againft Lord Chief Juftiee MoHsfield, fome time 
before the meeting of parliament, in order that 
the houf« of commons may, if they think pro* 
per, make it one article in the impeachment 
cf the faid Lord Chief Jufiice* 

LETTER LXI. 

TO BIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTOIf. 

»7. Noif. 1771. 

VV H A T IS the reafen, my Lord, that, 
when almoft every man in the kingdom, with- 
€ttt diliiniflion of principles or party, exults 

in 
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in the ridkalous defeat of Sir James Lowther^ 
wjicn good and bad men unite in one com- 
mon opinion of that baronet, and triumph ia 
his diftrefs, as if the event (without any re- 
ference to vice or virtue) were interefling to 
human nature, your Grace alone (bould ap« 
pear fo mifembly deprefled and afiiided ? Ia 
fuch univerfal joy» 1 know not where you will 
look for a compliment of condoleance, unless 
you appeal to the tender, fympathetic forrows 
of Mr. Bradihaw. That cream-coloured gen- 
tleman's tears, affedUng as they are, carry con* 
folation along with them. He never weeps». 
but, like an April ihower, with a lambent ray 
of funfliine upon his countenance. From the^ 
feelings of honefl men, upon this joyful occa- 
iion, I do not mean to draw any concluiion to 
your Grace. Thty naturally rejoice, when 
they fee a fignal inllance of tyranny refilled 
with fuccefs ; — of treachery cxpofed to the de- 
rifion of the world ;— an infamous informer 
defeated, and an impudent robber dragged to 
the public gibbet.— >But, in the ot^er clafs of 
mankind, I own 1 expeded to meet the Duke 
of Grafton. Men, who have no regard for 
jaftice, nor any fenfe of honour, feem as hear- 
tily pleafed with Sir James Lowther's well de- 
ferved puniihment, as if it did not conftitute 
an example againft themfelves. The unhappy 

Baronet 
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Baronet has no friends, even among thofe 
who refemble him. You, my Lord, arc not 
reduced to fo deplorable a ftate of derelidlion. 
Every villain in the kingdom is your friend ; 
and, in compliment to facH amity, 1 think 
you fhould faffer your difmal countenance to 
clear up, Befides, my Lord j— I am a little 
anxious for the confiflency of your character. 
You violate your own ruks of decorum, when 
you do not xnfult the man, whom you have 
betrayed. 

The divine ju (lice of retribution feems no^ 
* to have begun its progrefs. Deliberate trea- 
chery entails punifhment upon the traitor. 
There is no poifibility of efcaping it, even in 
the highed rank, to which the confent of fo- 
ciety can exalt the meaneft and word of men. 
The forced, unnatural union of Luttrell and 
Middlefex was an omen of another unnatural 
union, by which indefeafible infamy is at-* 
tached to the houfe of Brunfwick. If one of 
thofe a€is was virtuous and honourable, th^" 
bed of princes, I thank God, js happily re- 
warded for it by the other. — Your Grace, it 
Mas beenjfiiii had fome (hare in recommending 
Colonel Luttrell to the King; — or was h only 
the gentle Brad(haw, who made himfelf an- 
fwerable for the good behaviour, of his friend? 
An intimate connexion has long fubiitled be- 
tween 
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tween him and the worthy Lord Irnham. It 
aro(e from a fortanate Umilarity of principlesi«; 
cemented by the condant mediation of their 
•common friend Mifs Davis f . 

Yet I confeGs I fhould be forry that the op- 
probrious infamy of this match fiioald reach 
beyond the family:— We have now a better 
leafon than ever to pray for the long life of 
the beil of j>rinces, and the welfare of his 
royal /^^.— -I will not mix any thing ominous 
with my prayers^— but let parliament look to 
it.— -AjLAf^/r///(hall never facceed xo the crown 

f There is a certsdn family in this country, on which 
nature feems to have entSiiled^n hereditary baienefs of dt& 
poiition. As far as their hiftoryhas been known, the fon 
•has regularly improved upon the vices ofvhis father, and has 
taken care to tranfmit them pure aBd.undiminiihed into 
tha bofom of his fuccefler. . In the fenate^ their, abilities 
iiave confined them to thofe iiumble, fordid fervices, in 
"which thofeavengers of the mioiftry are ufually employed* 
^ut in the memoirs of private treachery, they ftand firft 
and onri vailed. The following ftorywill ferve to illuf-. 
trate the chancer of .this lefpe^ble family, and to con* 
ivince the world that the prefent pofleflbr has as clear a ti« 
tie to the infamy of bis anceftors, as he has to. their eftate, 
lit deferves to be recorded for the curiofity of the,fa£l, and 
ihould be given to the public as a warning to every honeft 
4Bember of fociety. 

The prefent Lord Irnham, who is now-in the decline oi 
life, lately cuUivatsd.the ac()ttaint«A€e of a.younger bro^ 

. • .th«| 
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of England.— If the hereditary virtues of the 
family deferve a kingdom, Scotland will be a 
proper retreat for them. 

The next is a mofl remarkable inflance of 
the ^odnefs of providence. The juft law of 
retaliation has at laft overtaken the little con- 
temptible tyrant of the North. To this fon- 
in law of your deareft friend the Earl of Bute, 
yon meant to transfer the Duke of Portland's 
property ; and you haftened the grant, with 
an expedition unknown to the Treafury, that 
he might have it time enough to give a decifive 
turn CO the eleflion for the county* The imme* 

diate 

ther of a family, with which he liad lived in Tone degtee 
•of intimacy and friendship. The young man had long beea 
the dupe of a moft onhappy attachment to a common pro* 
Aitute. Hie friends and telationa fotefaw the confequcnctt 
of thia connexion, and did every tking that defended upon 
them to fave him from rain. But he had a fxiend in Lord 
Jniham>wfaofe advice rendered all their cndeavoori ineffec- 
tual* This hoary Ittcher, not contented with the enjoy- 
ment of kit friend*! miflreft, waa bale enough to take ad- 
irantage of th« paAoas and folly of a young man^ tad per* 
fuaded him to marry her. He I'efcendcd even to perform 
tfat oifiec of father to the proftitutc. He gave her to kii 
friend) who was on the point of leaving the kbgdom, and 
the next night lay with her himielf. 

Whether the depravity of the human heart can produce 
•ny thiiig more bale and d«teftable than this fad, rouft be 
left uadeterqiined, uatsl the S9n ikall arrive at hit fathts^J 
1^'and expericBCCv 
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^latc coflfeqqenee of this flagitious robbery was, 
that he loft the election, which you meant to in- 
fure to him, and with fuch iignal circusiftances 
of fcorn, reproach, and infult, (to fay nothing 
of the general exultation of all parties) as, 
:(exceptiAg the King's brother-in ^aw Col. Lut- 
trelJ, and old Simon his father-in-law) hardly 
«ver fell upon a gentleman in this coufttry.-*^ 
In the event, he lofes the very property of 
which he thought he had gotten poife^on ; and 
after an expence, which would have paid the 
^aloe of the land in queftion twenry times over^' 
—The fbrms of villainy, you fee, are neceflary 
to its fuccefs. Heieafter you will aA with 
greater circomfpedioR, and ]|ot drive fo di- 
redtly to your objeft. To JkauJ^ a grace, bc- 
-yond the Teach of conimon treachery, isaaex* 
xeption, not a rule. 

And BOW, my good Lord, does not your con* 
fcious heart inform you, that the juftice of re- 
tribution begins to operate, and that it may 
foon approach your perfon ?— -Do you think 
that Juttitts has renounced the Middl^fex elec- 
tion ?— Or that the King's timber ft all be re. 
fttfcd to the Royal Navy with impunity 7— Or 
that you fiiall hear no more of the fale of that 
patent to Mr, Nine, which you endeavoured tm 
flcreen by fuddenly dropping your profecution 
. of Samasl yaughun^ when the xnle agaiitft him 

was 
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•was made abfolate ? I believe indeed there ne- 
^er was fuch ai» iDflance in all the hifiory of 
negative impudence. — But it ihali not fave 
you. I'he very Ainlhine you live in is a prelude 
to your diflblution. 'When ^ou are ripe, yoa 
ihall bejplttcked. 

JUNIUS. 

P. S. I beg you will convey to our gracious 
nailer my humble congratulations upon the 
glorious fuccefs of peerages and penfions, fo 
riaviflily diftributed as the rewards of Iriih vir« 
tue. 



-LETTER LXli. 

TO LORD CHIBF rVSTlCB MANSPIELB. 

21. January^ ^77^* 

J. Have undertaken ^o pcove that when, at 
the intercefiion of three of your countrymen, 
^Ott bailed Jok^Ejf'e, yon did that, which 6y 
law jou nverg not ^warranted tB do^ and that a 
fjslon, under ithexircumflances, of hang taken 
ifi thefaS^ with the ftoUn goods upon him^ aaa 
jnaking no defence^ is not Bailable by the laws of 
England. Your learned advocates have inter- 
jpreted this charge into a denial that the conn 

of 
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of Kiog'i B^ncli, or the judges of that court 
^uriag the vacation, have any greater autho* 
rity to bail for criasiQal offences, than a jaf« 
tice of peace. With the in((ance before me» 
J am fuppofed to ^ueilion your power of do* 
ing «vrong, and to deny the exifteace of a 
power, at the fame moment that I arraign the 
illegal exercife of it. But the opinions ,of 
fttch men, whether wilful in their malignity, 
or iincere in their ignorance, are unworthy of 
fty notice. You, Lord Mansfield, did not 
underftand me fo, and, I promife you, your 
caofe reqaires an abler defence.— I am now 
to make good my char^ againft you. How- 
everxluU my argument, the fubje^ of it is in« 
tereftiiig. I fliall be honoared with the atten- 
tion of the public, and have a right to de- 
mand the attention of the legiflature. Sup« 
ported, as I am, by the whole body of the cri« 
minal law of England, I have no doubt of ed 
tabliihiiig my charge.' If, on your part, you 
flioold have no plain, fubftantial defence, but 
ihould endeavour to'iheher y'ooHeif under the 
quirk and evaiion of a pradifing lawyer, or 
under the mere infulting afiertion of power 
withoaC right, the reputation you pretend 
to is gone for ever;— -you (land degraded 
from the refped and authority of your of^* 
fice, and are no longer, Je jure, Lord Chief 
Vol, II. M Juftice 
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Jaftice of England. This letter, my Lord, 
is addrefled, not fo much ioyou, as to the pub- 
lic. Learned as you are, and quick in appre- 
henfion, few arguments are neceflary to fatisfy 
you, that you haye done that, which by Islw 
you were not warranted to- do. Your confci- 
ence already tells you, that you have finned 
againft knowledge, and that whatever defence 
you make^ontradifis your own internal con*- 
vi^iion. But other men are willing enough to 
take the law upon truft. They rely upon your 
authority, becaufe they are too indolent to 
fearch for information ; or, conceiving that 
there is fome myAer^ in the laws of their 
country, which lawyers Only are qualiSed to 
explain, they diilrufi their judgment, and vo- 
luntarily renounce the right of thinking for 
themfelves. With all the evidence of hiftory 
before them, from TreJilUan to Jefferiest from 
Jejferies to Mansfield^ they will not believe it 
poiTible that a learned judge can a£t in diredb 
contradidlion to thofe laws, which he is fup- 
pofed to have made the dudy of his life, and 
which he has fworn to adminiiler faithfully, 
8uperftition is certainly not the charadlerifiic 
of this age. Yet fome men are bigoted in po- 
litics, who are infidels in religion. — 1 do not 
defpair of making them ashamed of their cre- 
dulity. 

The 
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The charge I brought again (I you is ex- 
preiTed in terms guarded and well confidered. 
They do not deny the ftrid power of the judges 
of the court of King's Bench to bail in cafes, no* 
bailable by a juftice of peace^ nor replevifiible 
by the common writ, or epc officio by the Sheriff*. 
I well knew ^he pradice of the court, and by 
what legal rules it ought to be diredted. £ut» 
far from meaning to foften or diminish the force 
of thofe terms I have made ufe of, I now £0 
beyond them, and affirm. 

L That the fuperior power of bailing for fe- 
lony, claimed by the court of King's Bench, 
is founded upon the opinion of lawyers, and 
the practice of the court j«— that the aflent of 
the legiflature to this power is merely negative^ 
and that it is not fupported by any poUtive 
provifion in any ftatute whatfoever. — If it be, 
|)rodnce the ftatute. 

II. Admitting ^hat the judges of the court 
of King's Bench are veiled with adifcretionary 
power to examine and judge of circumftances 
and allegations, which a juftice of peace is not 
permitted toconfider, I affirm that the judges, 
in the ufe and application of thatdifcretionary 
power; are as ftridly bound by the fpirit, in- 
tent, and meaning, as the juHice of peace is 
by the words of the legiflature. Favourable 
circumftances, alledged before the judge, may 
jaftify a doubt whether the prifoner be guilty 
M 2 or 
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or net ; and where the guilt is doubtful, a 
prefuaiptiou of innocence fliould, in general^ 
be admitted. But, when any any fuch proba- 
ble circuosftances are alledged, they alter the 
ftate and condition of the prifoner. He is no 
longer ^at ull-hut contficied felon, whom the 
law intends, and who by law is not hailahle at 
mlL If no circumftances whatfoever are al- 
ledged in his favour ; — if no a)legatk>n what- 
foever be noade to leffea the force of that evi- 
dence, which. the law annexe* to a pofitive 
charge of felony, and particularly to the fa£l 
of iiing taken 'with the maner^ I then fay that 
the Lord Chief Juftice of England has no 
more right to bail him than a jaftice of 
peace. The difcretion of an EngHfli judge is 
net of mere will and pleafnre;— it is not ar- 
bitrary;— it is not capricious; bat, as that 
great lawyer, (whofe authority I wifli you re* 
fpe£ted half as much as I do) truly fays f , 
'••Difcretion, taken as it ought to be, U^diJ^ 
'-** cermre fer legem fuid Jit jufitm. If it be not 
^* direded by the ri^hc line of the law, it is a 
'< crooked cord, and appeareth to* be unlaw- 
•« ful,*'— — If . difcretion were arbitrary in the 
.judge, he might introduce whatever novehits 
be thought proper; bat, fays Lord Cok^, 

'VNpvcltiw, 
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•* Novthies, without warfant <yf precedent*, 
" are riot to be itlowed; fome eertain rules 
" are to be fotte-vvcd i-^^kquid jtidicis aktJ^ffri- 
t^ti/uhjieitkr^ novitati non fuhjicititr ; " and tMi» 
ibond doflfine »s aj>p]ied to the Star-chamber, 
a coiirt confeffcdiy arbitrary. If yon will abide 
by the authority of this great man, you ihal! 
hdve all the advantage of his opinion, wher- 
ever it appeatt to favour yoo. Excepting thd 
plain, exprefs^ meaning of the legiflature, to 
which all" private opinions muft give way, I 
defire no better judge between us than Lord 
Coke. 

III. I affirm that, according to the obvious, 
indifputable meaning of the legiflature, re-^ 
peafedly expreffed, a perfon pofitivefy charged! 
ytnhfelottioujlyftealing and Vdktvi flagrante deli^et 
with the liolen goods upon him, is not bailable. 
The law coniiders him as differing in nothing 
from a eonnjiti^ but in the form of conviAion, 
and (whatever a corrupt judge may do) will 
accept of Do^cuvity, but the confinement of 
his body within four waib* I kaow k ha9 
been aUedged in your favour, that you have 
often bailed for murders, rapes, and other ma- 
nifeil crimes. Without queftioniog the fad(, 
I fhali not admit that yott are to be juf^iiied by 
your own example. If that were a prote6tion; 
to yon, where \t the crime that, as a judges 
foa might not now fecurely commit ? But nei- 
' M 3 ther 
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ther ihall I fuffer myfelf to b^ drawn afide 
from my prefent argument, nor you to profit by 
your owD wrong.— To prove the meaning and 
intent of the legiflature will require a minute 
and tedious deduflion. To invedigate a quef- 
tion of law demands fome labour and atten- 
tion, though very little genius or fagacity. 
As a praftical profeffion, the ftudy of the law 
requires but a moderate portion of abilities. 
The learning of a pleader is ufually upon a 
level \\ith his integrity. The indifcriminate 
defence of right and wrong contrails the 
underllanding, while it corrupts the hearts 
Subtlety is foon midaken for wifdom, and im- 
punity for virtue. If there be any inftances> 
upon record, as fome there are undoubtedly, 
of genius and morality united in a lawyer, they 
are diilinguifbed by their iingalarity, and ope- 
rate as exceptions. 

I mud folicit the patience of my readers. 
This is no light matter, nor is it any more 
fufceptible of ornament, than the condud of 
Lord Mansfield is capable of aggravation. 

As the law of bail, in charges of felony, has 
been exatUy aicertained by adls of the legifla- 
ture, it is at prefent of little confequence to 
enquire how it Hood at common law, before the 
ftatute' of Weftminfter. And yet it is worth 
the reader's attention to obferve, how nearly* 

in 



LETTERS. 167 

IB ibe ideas of oar anceftors, the circumftance 
af being taken with the matter approached to 
the conviaion of the felon %. It •• fixed the 
«» auihoritativc ftamp of verifimilitude upon 
«* accufation, and, by the common law, when 
«« a thief was taken luith the maner (that is, 
** wiih the thing ftolen upon him, in manu) 
«* he mi^hr, fo deteded flagrante deUao^ be 
«« brought, into court, arraigned and tried, 
*^ .-without inMament \ as, by the Daniih law, 
" he might be taken and hanged upon the 
•« fpot, without accufation or trial." It will 
fopn appear that our ftatote law, in this be- 
half, though Icfs fumroaryin point of proceed- 
ing, is direded by the fame fpirit. In one in- 
ftancc, the very form is adhered to. In oiFen- 
ces relating to the foreft, if a man was taken ' 
with verr, or veniibn §, it was declared to be 
equivalent to indidment. To enable the 
reader to judge for himfelf, I (hall ftate, in due 
order, the feveral ftatutes relative to bail in 
criminal cafes, or as much of them as may be 
material to the point in queftion, omitting fu- 
perfluoiis words. . If I mifreprefent, or do not 
q.uote with fidelity, it will not be difficult to 
deted me. 

M4 jThe 

J Bfackfiene, 4. 305. 

§ I Ed, III. ca^. S.-^and 7 Rich, IX. r^/. 4. 
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} Tkc ftatute of Weftmiafler the £rft» ia' 
127;, fets forth that, '* Forafmuch as Sheriffs 
*' and others, whp have taken and kept in 
^* pHfon perfons deteded of felonf, and in- 
^' coiiciiient have let out by replevin fach as 
** were not refkvijdhk becaofc they wouldgaia 
** of the one party and grieve the other ; and» 
** fofafinuch asy before this time, it was not 
" determined which perfons were replevifable 
<* and which not, it is proirided and by the 
*' King commanded that fuch prifoners, &c» 
♦« as be taken ivitJ^tkt matter, &c, or for mamfeft 
** offences, (halt be in no (u;^. replevifable 1^ 
<* the common writ> nor without writ." f — 
Lord Coke, in his expofition of the laft part of 
this quotation, accurately diftinguiihes be-> 
tween replevy by th^ common writ or ex offi- 
cio, and hail by the King's Bench. The 

words 

J " VidetUT pie lefiatute de mainprije nefque rebirfaU del 
^ com$n ley^** Bro, Mainp. 6>. 

f *^ There are three points to be confidered in the con- 
<' ft uclion of all remedial ftatutes ;-*-the old taw, die mtf- 
" chief, and the remedy ; — that is, how the common law 
« ftood at the making of the a6)-, what the mrfchief was for 
<' which the commoa law did not provide, and what remedy 
*< the parliament hath provided to cure this mifichief. It is 
** the hufinefs of the judges, fo to conftrue the a£t> uf to fup- 
<< preis themifchief and advance the remcily.** 
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word» of the flatute certainly do DOt exteiMl to 
the judges of that court. B«t, beiides that the 
leader will JRkhi find reafon to think that the le- 
giflatare, 10 their intehtiDti, made no diivrence 
between Imilabh and npltnAfahhy Lord Coke 
himfeif (if he be underfieod to snean nothing 
but an eypofition of the Hatate of Wcftmtnftery 
and not to ftate the law geiierally) does not ad* 
here to his own diftin^ion. In expound- 
ing the other offences, which, by this ftatate, 
are declared not vefli^ifahlf, he conAantly afes 
the words nothtdlahU,^^-^^'' That outlaws, for 
** inftance, are ntrt htulabk at aif; —that 
** perfons, who have abjured the realm, are 
^* attainted upon their own confeffion, and 
*' therefore ttot kailahle at all by law ;— that 
** provers are not bailable i^ih^t notorious fe- 
•• Ions are not bailable,** The reaibn, why the 
foperior courts were not named in the ftatute 
of Weflmtnfter, was plainly this, ** becaufe 
** antiently moil of the bfiftnefs, touching bail- 
" neat of prifoners for fek>»y or mifde- 
** meanors, was performed by the Sheriffs, or 
^* fpecial bailiffs of liberties^ either by writ, 
•* nfirtute officii % ;*^ confequently the fuperior 
courts had little or no opportunity to commit 
thofe abttfes, which the ftatute imputes to the 
iSherifFs.— With fubmiffion to Dr. Blackftone« 
I think he has fallen inta a contradidien^ 

whidi^ 
J a. flii/fi P, C. 118. i3«. 
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which, in terms at lead, appears irreconcile* 
able. After enumerating feveral offences not 
bailable, he alTerts, withoat any condicion or 
limitation whatfbever ||, ** all thefe are clearly 
** not adroiffible to bail.** Yet in a few lines 
after be fays, ** it is agreed that the court of 
*' King*8 Bench may bail for any crime what- 
*• foever, according to circumflancet of the cafe." 
To his firfl proportion he ihouid have added, 
hy Sheriffs or Jufiices ; otherwife the two propo- 
iitioiis contiadid each other; with this diffe- 
rence however, that the firftis abfolote, the fe- 
cond limited by a confideration of circumjiances* 
I fay this without the leaft intended difrefped 
to the learned author. His work is of public 
utility, and fhould not haflily be condemned. . 
The ftatute of 17 Richard U. cap, 10. 1393^ 
fets forth, that " forafmuch as thieves noto** 
•* rioufly defamed, and others taken ^with the ma- 
«* ner^ by their long abiding in prifcin, were 
** delivered by charters, and favourable in- 
'^ queds procured, to the great hindrance of 
*< the people, two men of law (hall be ailigned, 
" in every commiffion of the peace, to proceed 
" to the deliverance of fuch felons, &c.'' It 
feems by this a£t, that there was a conftant 
firuggle between the legiflature and the ofH- 
cers of juitice. Not daring to admit felons 
taken with the maner to bail or main prize, .th^ 
^evaded the law by keeping the party in prifoa 

a long 
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d long time, and tlien delivering him without 
due triaJ. 

The datuteof i Ricifard^ 111. in 1483, fets 
forth, that <' forafmnch as divers perfons have 
" been daily arreted and impri(bned (or/u/pi* 
*' cioH of felony, fometioie of noalice, and 
** fometioie of a Ught fufpicion^ and fo kept 
" in prifon without bail or main prize, be 
'' it ordained that every juftice of peace 
'* ikaU have authority, by his difcretiooy 
" to let fuch prifoners and perfons fo arrelled 
•« to bail or mainprize." — By this aft it ap- 
pears that there had been abufes in matter of 
iraprifonment, and that the legiilacure meant to 
provide {or the immediate enlargement of per- 
ibns arreted pn light fufpicion of felony* 

The ilatute of 3 Henry VII. in i486, de- 
clares, that ^* under colour of the preceding 
** a£l of Richard the Third, perfons, /ucb as 
*' <uxre not mainpernable, were oftentimes let to 
*' bail or mainprize, by juftices of the peace, 
'^ whereby many murderers and felons ef- 
<< caped, the King, &c. haih ordained, that the 
*' juftices of the peace, or two of them at leal!, 
" (whereof one. to be of the quorum) have au- 
'* thority to let an^y fuch prifoners or perfons, 
** mainpernable by the law, to . bail or main- 
*« prize.'* 

The ilatute of ifl and 2d of Philip and 
Mary, in 1^54.^ fets forth, that ** notwith- 
^* ftaoding the preceding ilatute of Henry the 

•' Seventh, 
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** Screatb, tfffrjuftice of peace hath oAeDtiinea^ 
*^ by fiDifter labour and inean$, fee at large the 
^' greateft aad soubleft offenders, /uch ai be 
*' n9t rtfitmiJcMe by the laws of this reahn^ and 
*^ yet, the father to hide their afeftroiif in 
'* that behalf, have figocd the CMifesf tberr 
** i^prehcafioB to be bm only for fitffiiim of 
^' feloay» whereby the faid offBuders have ef- 
^* caped unponiihed, and do daily, to thvfatgh 
** dirpdeafure of Almighty God^ the|ireat pvrlt 
*' of the King and Qoeatt'^ true fabfed^, and 
*' encouragement of all thieves and evil-doefs ; 
«( .^for reformation whereof be it enabled „ 
*' that no jufticea of peace flull let to bacl oi: 
** raainprize any foch perfons, which> for emf 
'* offence by them con|mitted, be declared m^ 
^* to be rtplt^ijtd, or baikd^ or be forbidden 
<* to be replrvifid Qt huihd by the ftatvtc o§ 
** WeftminHer the firH ; and furthecmore that 
** any perfons, arrefted for manflaug hoeiv or 
** felony, being baOMe by the ki/wy Aall aoc bcf 
^* let to bail or maiapriae, by^ any jmft];ce»of 
'* peace, but in (he form therein afott p#e* 
'* bribed."— In the two preceding fl:*UNetf, 
the words bmlabUi fefUwfmbU^ ^ndmainpe^nabte 
are ufed fynenymonfly J, or pronifcaoufly txS 
•xprefs the £une fiogle intentson of the togifla« 
tore, viz. not to accept of any fecurity but tbt b%df 
•fthe offender^ and when the latter ftacate pte* 
icribf s the fofm, ia which perfoas arnilcd' on- 

X » Haiti P. C. a, 1%^ 
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faffieion of felony (heing hailahle iy tht ia*w) 
m^y be let to baii, it evidently fuppofes tKat 
theve are feme cafes, not bailable by the law..— 
k may be thought perhaps, that [ attfibuce to 
the kgtdatiire an appearance of inaccoracy in 
the nf^ of terms, merely to ierve my prefenc 
parpofe. But, in truth, it would make more 
forcibly for my argument to pefume that the 
legiiiature were conftantly aware of the firi^ 
legal diftio Aion. bet ween, ^ii/7 and rephvy, and 
that they always meant to adhere to it ||. For 
if it be true that repk^ U by the Sheriffa, and 
kail by the higher cooru at Weftminfter* 
(which I think no lawyer will deny) it follows 
that, when the legillatnre ejrprefsly fays, that 
any piarticular offence is by law ««/ bailabie, the 
Atperior courts are comprehended in the pro* 
bibition, aad bonnd by it. Otberwife, unlefs 
! there was a pofttive exception of tfie foperior 
courts (which I afirm there never was in any 
ftatnte relative to bail) the legiflature would 
groiily contradifi themfelves, and the manifeft 
iaientiofi of the law be evaded. It is an efta* 
, hlifhed role that, ^h«n the law is JfidaU and 
^reafoii of it general, it is to be generally under* 
rftood; and though, by caftom, a latitude be 

allowed 
II p4de % Inft."i5o. 186. — " The word replempbU ncTcr 
• ^« 6gn>fi«« hAilAbli, BaiUhle is in a court of record by the 
' f ( King's jttftices ^ but repltvijaile i s by the Sheriff." 

Ssldaii State Tr. 7. 145, 
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allowed to the court of King's Bench, (to con- 
sider circumftances indudive of a doubt whe- 
ther the prifoner be guilty or innocent) if this 
latitude be taken as an arbitrary power to bail, 
when no circuo) (lances whatibever arealledged 
in favour of the priA>ner, it is a power without 
right, and a daring violation of the whole En- 
gli(h law of bail. 

The aft of the 31ft of Charles the Second 
(x:ommonly called the Habeas Corpus a£l) parti- 
cularly declares, that it is not meant to ex- 
tend to treafon or felony plainly and fpecially 
expreiFed in the warrant of commitment. The 
■ prifoner is therefore left to feek his Habeas Cor- 
pus at "Common law ; and fo far was the legifr 
ture from fuppofing that perfons, (committed 
for treafon or felony plainly and fpecially ex« 
prefled in the warrant of commitment) could 
be let to bail by a finglejiidge, or by the whole 
court, that this very adl provides a remedy for 
fuch perfons, in cafe they are not indiifled ia 
the courfe of the term or fe£ions fubfequent to 
their commitment. The law neither fuffers 
them to be enlargtd before trial, nor to be im- 
prifoned after the time, in which they ought 
regularly to be tried. In this cafe the law fays, 
** It ihall and may be lawful to and for the 
" jodges of the court of King's Bench and jttf- 
'* tices of oyer and terminer, or general goal 
** delivery, and ihey are hereby required, upon 

" motion. 
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** -motion to them made in open court, the laft 
** day of the term, feffion, or goal delivery, 
•« cither by the prifoner or any one in his bc- 
^ half, CO fet at liberty the prifoner upon bail ; 
*< ualefs it appear to the judges and juflices, 
** upon oath made, that the witneiTes for the 
'* King cottld not be prod uced the fame term, 
" feflions, or goal delivery." — Upon the whole 
of this article I obierve, i • That the proviiion, 
made in the firft part of it, would be, in a 
great meafure, ufelefs and nugatory, if any 
iingle judge might have bailed the prifoner /;v 
arbitrio^ during the vacation ; or if the court 
might have bailed him immediately after the 
commencement of the term or feilions. — 2. 
When the law fays, // Jhall and may be lawful 
to bail for felony under particular circumH^ces* 
we mu^prefume that, before the paffing of that 
a&, it was mt lawful to bail under thofe cir- 
cum dances. The terms ufed by the legiflature 
are maSiug^ not declaratory. '^i. Not with Hand* 
ing the party may have been imprifoned da* 
ring the greateft part of the vacation, and du« 
ring the whole feflion, the court are exprefsl/ 
forbidden to bail him from that felllon to the 
next, if oath be made that the witneiTes for the 
King could not be produced that fame term or 
feffions. 

Having faithfully Hated the feveral adls of 
parliament relative to bail in criminal cafes, it 

may 
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may be ufefai to the reader to Cake a ihort» hif- 
torical review of the law of bail, through it« 
various gradations and iroproveoients. 

By the ancient com noon law, before and 
iince the conqued, all felonies were' bail able, 
till murder was excepted by fiatute,fo thatper- 
fons might be admitted to bail, before con- 
vidlion, almod in every cafe. The Hatute of 
Weilminder fays that, before that ttme» it had 
not been determined, which oiFences were re^ 
plevifftble, and which were not, whether by the 
•common writ de homtne repUgiand^^ or ex officio 
by the SherilF. It is very remarkable that the 
abnfes arifingfrora this unlimited power of re« 
. plevy, dreadful as they were and deftru^ive to 
the peaceof fociecy, were not corrt^ed or taken 
notice of by the legiflature, until checommona 
of the kingdom had obtained a (hare \§k it by 
their reprefentatives ; but the houfe of eom<« 
mons had fcarce began to exift, when thefe 
forn^idable abufes were corre£le4 by the ftatote 
of Weftminfier. It is highly probable that the 
miArhief ba4 beta (everely felt by the people, 
although no rem^^y had been provided for it by 
the Norman Kings or Barons, f •• Tb« iniquity 
•* of the times was fo great, as it even forced 
?* thefabjeAsto forego that, which was in ac- 
** count a great liberty, to Hop the couife oft 
;* growing mifchief." The preamble to the 

ftatates^ 
t ^eUtn^ hjN, Bacon, x8x. 
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tfatutesy made by the fird parliament of Ed-* 
ward the Firft, afligns the reafon of calling it, ]: 
" becaufe the people had been otberwife en- 
** treated than they ought to be^ the peace Ie(s 
" kept, the laws lefs ufed, dkud offenders lefs pu^ 
" niped than they ought to be, by reafon 
** whereof the people feared lefs to offend ;" 
and the firil attempt to reform thefe various 
abofes was by contrading the power of reple- 
vying felons. 

For above two centuries following it does 
not appear that any alteration was made in the 
law of bail, except that being taken nxjlth vert 
or 'venifon was dfeblar^d to be equivalent to in- 
didtment. The legiflature adhered firmly to 
the fpirit of the ftatute of Weftminfter. The' 
ilatutc of 27th of Edward the firft dire£ls the 
i>](lices of afTize to enquire and puni(h officers 
bailing fuch as were mt bailable. As for the 
j,udges of the fuperior courts, it is probable' 
that, in ihofe days, they thought themfelvcs 
bound by the obvioas intent and meaning of 
the legiflature. They confidered not fo much' 
to what particular perfons the prohibition was 
addreffed, as what \\i^ thing wds, wiiuhtne 
legiflature meant to prohibit, well knowing 
that in law, quando aliqttid prohibetur^ prohibetur^ 
^ omn0f per quod de^venitur ad illad* ** When 

Vol. if. N •• any^ 

;( Parliameotary.Hiftory. i. $24 
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<< any thing is forbidden, all the means* hy 
*^ which the fame thing may be compared or 
•« done, are equally forbidden.'* 

Ey the (latuce of Richard the third, the 
power of bailing was a little enlarged. Ever^p 
jullice of peace was authorifed to bail for fe* 
lony ; bat they were exprefsly con£tted to per* 
fons arrefted on light fuJficion\ and even this- 
power, fo limited, was found to produce fuch 
inconveniences that, in three years after, the 
legiflature found it neceifary to repeal it. In- 
fiead of trailing any longer to a fingle juftice 
of peace, the a£l of 3d. Henry Vllth, repeal* 
the preceding ad, and direds " that no pri- 
*' foner, (of tbttft *wJ?o are mainpernahU hy the. 
** imvj fhall be let to bail or mainprife, by 
*' led than /ov^ jullices, whereof one to be of 
** the quorum." And fo indifpenfably necef- 
fary was this provifion thought, for the admi^ 
niftration of juftice, and for the fecurity and 
peace of fociety, that, at this time, an oath- 
was propofed by the King to be taken by the 
knights and efquires of his houfehold, by the 
members of the houfe of commons,, and by the 
peers fpiritual and temporal, and accepted and 
fworn to quafi una voce by them all, which,, 
among other engagements, binds them '* not 
*' to let any man to bail or mainprife, kuaw- 
** ing and deeming him (o be a felon, opon 

« your 
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'< yonr honour and worfhip; So help yoo God 
<* and all faints, t 

In about half a century however even thefe 
provifions were found infufficient. The adt 
of Henry the feventh was evaded, and the le« 
giilature once more obliged to interpofe. The 
a^ of lit and 2d of Philip and Mary takes 
away intirely from the juftices all power of 
bailing for offences declared not bailaiU by the 
Aatute of Weftminfter. 

The illegal imprifonment of feveral perfons, 
who had refafed to contribute to a loan exad- 
cd by Charles the firft, and the delay of the 
Habeas Corpus and fubfeqnent refafal to bail 
them, conllituted onr of the firft and moft im- 
portant grievances of that reign. Yet whea 
the hbufe of commons, which met in the year 
i628> refolved upon meafuies of the moft firm 
and (Irenuous reiiflance to the power of im- 
prifonment affumed by the King or privy- 
council, and to the refnfal to bail the party on 
the return of the Habeas Corpus^ they did ex- 
prefsly, in all their lefolutions, make an ex- 
ception of commitments, where the caufc of 
the reftraint was exprefTed, and did by law juf« 
tify the commitment. The reafon of the dif- 
(inftion is, that, whereas when the caufe of 

* Parliamentary Hiftory» s. 479, 

N 2 com* 
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comnvitment is cxpreiTedy the crime is then< 
known and the ofFender mail be brought (o 
iht ordinary trial; if, on the contrary, no caufe 
of conmitoient be expreiTedy and the.prifoaer 
he thereupon remanded, it may operate to per- 
petual imprifonment. This conteft with Charles 
the £xfb produced the ad of the i6th of that 
King, by which the Court of King's Bench 
aredrredled, within three days after the return 
to the Hahias Corpus to examine and determine 
the kgality of any commitment by the King 
or privy-council, and to do <what tojuftiujball 
appertain in delivering, bailing, or remanding 
the prifoner. — iVi^w, it feems, it is unneceflary 
for the judge to do what appertains to juflice. 
The fame fcandalous traffic, in which we have 
feen the privilege of parliament exerted or re-^ 
laxed, to gratify the prefent humour, or to 
ferve the immediate purpofe of the crown, is 
introduced into the adminiftration of julUce. 
The magiftrate, it feems, has now no rule to 
follow, but the didlates of perfonal enmity ». 
national partiality, or perhaps the jnofl pro- 
Aituted corruption. 

To compleat this hiflorical inquiry, it only 
remains to be obferved that, the Habeas Cw^ 
/Iff a£t of 3 1 ft of Charles the fecond, fojuftly 
confidered as another Magna Charta of the 

king. 
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ikTBgdom^ *' extends only to the cafe of com^ 
** mhmentsfor Aich criminal charge, a» csn 
** produce no inco&venience to public juftice 
** by a temporary efllargemeni of the pri- 
^* foner."— 80 careful were the legiflature, at 
the very momdnt» when they were providing 
for the liberty of the fubjeft, not to furnifh 
stny colour or pretenee for violating or evad- 
ing the eftablifhed law of bail in rhe higher 
criminal offences. But the exception, dated 
in the body of the a6t, pats the matter out of 
^ii doubt After diredtng the judges how the^ 
^re to proceed to the difcharge of the prisoner 
4ipon: recognifance and furety, having regard 
to the quality of the prifoner and nature of 
the ofFence^ it is exprefsly added, ^* nnlefs it 
** (hall appear to the faid Lord Chatrcelior, 
** &c. that the party, fo committed) ia-detained 
^* for fnch matters, or ofFencess for the which, 

«( BY THB LAW THE PRISONER IS HOT BAIL- 
*« ABLE." 

When the laws, plain of themfelves, are 
thus illuilrated by fa£):», and their uniform 
meaning eftabliihed by hiilory, we do not want 
the authority of opinions however refpedable, 
to inform' our judgment or to confirm otir be« 
lief* But I am determined that you- fhall have 

* Blackftone. 4. X37« 

N3 n9 
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no cfcape. Aothority of every fort (hall be 
prodaced againft yoa, from yacot to Lord Coke, 
from the didionary to the claffic. — In vain 
fhall yoa appeal from thofe apright judges, 
whom yoa difdain to imitate, to tbofe whom 
you have made your example. With one 
voice, they all condemn you. 

** To be taken with the maner is where a 
** thief, having ftolen any thing, is taken with 
'< the fame about him, as ic were in his bands, 
** which is QzXltA flagr4int€ deliffo. Such a cri- 
** minal is not bailaUt ly law?* — Jacob under 
the *word Maner. 

«« Tbofe, who are taken with the Maner ^ arc 
" excluded, by the ftatute of Weftminfter, 
«« from the benefit of a replevin."— ^^wi/W. 
P. C. 2. 98. 

** Of fuch heinous offences no one, who is 
'< notorioufly guilty, feems to heiailSiehy the 
*« intent of this ftatute."— -D^. 2. gg* 

** The common pradice, and allowed gene- 
« ral rule is, that bail is only then proper 
<« where it ftands indifferent whether the party 
** were guilty or innocent." — Z)®. D^. 

^^ There is no doubt but that the bailing of 
*< a perfon, who is not bailable by law, is pU'«> 
** nilhable, either at common law as a negii- 
^* gent efcape, or as an offence againft the fe« 
*• vcral ftatutes relative to bail.'*— Z)**. 89. 

•*It 
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<< It cannot be doubted but that, neither the ^ 
•^'judges of this, nor of any other fuperior 
" court of joftice, are ftridlly within the pur- 
•^* view of thatftatute, yet they will always, ia 
<< their difcretion, pay a due regard to it> and 
** not admit a perfon to bail, who is exprefsly 
-•* declared by it irrepleyi fable, 'without fome 
*^ partiadar tireumfiance in his fa^vour^ and 
^* therefore it feems difficult to find an inflance^ 
" where perfons, attainted of felony, or noto- 
-^ rioully guilty of treafon or manflaaghter, 
** &c. by their own confeifion, or itherwuife^ 
** have been admitted to the benefit of bail« 
** without fome fpecial motive to the court to 
^* grant it."— 2)°. 114. 

** If it appears that any man hath ii^jury or 
** wrong by his imprifonment, we have power 
** to deliver and difcharge him ; — if other- 
*-* wife, he is to he remanded by us to prifoa 
" 2Lgz\Ti.'*—Lord Ch. 7. Hyde. State Trials. 7.. 
115. 

" The ftatute of Weftminfter was efpecially 
** for diredllon to the Sheriffs and others, but 
<< to fay courts of juflice are excluded from 
" this ftatutc, I conceive it cannot be." — /f/-> 
Jorney General Heath. />**. 132. 

** The court, upon view of the return,. 

** judgeth of the fufficiency or infufficiency of 

^ it. If they think the prifoner in Jaw to be 

N4 **6aif-^ 
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'' bailahltf he is committed to the Marftial and . 
•* bailed; if not he is remanded/' — Through 
the whole debate the obje6lion, on the part of 
:the prifonersy was, that no caufe of commit-, 
snent was exprefTed in the warrant ; but it was 
•uniformly admitted by their council that, if 
4he caufe of commitment had been exprefTed 
<for treafon or felony^ the court would then 
■have done right in remanding them. 

The Attorney General having urged, before 
a committee of both houfes, that, in Beck- 
•^v^ith's cafe and others, the lords of the council 
ient aletter to the court of Singes Bench to bails 
it was replied by the managers of the houfe of 
^commons, that this was of no moment, ** for 
*' that cither the prifoner was bailahU ly the 
•' Iww^ or not hailahh ;— -if bailable by the law^ 
" then he was to be bailed without any fuch 
-** letter;— *if not bailable by the law, then 
"^^ plainly the judges could not have bafled him 
^< upon the letter^ without breach of their oath, 
^* which is, that they are to do juftice according t^ 
-** the la^Wyl^c^^'-^State Trials. 7. 175. 

** So that, in bailing upon fuch oFences of 
'** the highefl nature, a kind of difcretion, ra- 
^* ther than aconftant law, hath been exercifed^ 
•* when it ilands wholly indifferent in the eye of 
-*• the court, whether the prifoner be guilty or 
•*' not.'' .Selden. St, &. 7. 2^0.1. 

y I deny 
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•' I deny that a man is always bailable, when 
*** imprifonment is impofed upon him for cuf- 
*' lo^y,''JttorKey General Heath, Z)«. 238.-8/ 
thefe quotations from the State Trials, though 
otherwife not of authority, it appears plainly 
that, in regard to bailaUe or not bailable, all 
.parties agreed in admitting one propo£tioa as 
incontrovertible. 

" In relation to capital offences there are 
'* cfpecially thefe a6ls of parliament that arc 
"the common landmarks* touching oiFence* 
'" bailable or not bailable/* Hale, 2. P. C. 
127. Th^ enumeration includes the fevtral 
adls cited in this paper. 

** Perfons, taken with the Manou*uret are not 
" bailable, becaufe it is furtum tnanifeftum** 
Male, 2. P. C. 133. 

** The writ of Habeas Corpus is of a high na- 
" turc; for if perfons be wrongfully commit- 
*** ted, they are to be difcharged upon this wric 
^' returned ; or, if bailable, they are to be 
•* bailed ;— j^ not bailable y they are to be commit^ 
*< ted.'* Hale. 2. P. €. 143. This doOrine 
of Lord Chief Juftice Hale refers immediately 
•to the fuptfrior courts from whence the writ i(i 
fues.— *<< After the return is filed, the coui't is 

* It has been the ftudy of Lord MansBeM to remove 
^Uadmarks* 

<* cither. 
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** either to difcharge, or bail, or commit him^ 
^' as the natare of the caufe reqaires/' HaU» 
a. P. C. 146. 

*^ If bail be granted, otber«wife than the la<v9 
** aUtnuethi the party that alloweth the fame, 
*■* (haM be finedi iropfifoned, render damages^ 
** or forfeit his place, as the cafe ihall require.'* 
SeUen hy N. Bacon. 182. 

'' This induces an abfolute neceffity of ex- 
'^ prefling upon every jcommitment, thereafon^ 
^' for which it is made ; that the court, upon 
'^a Haheat Corpus,^ may examine into its vali- 
"dity, and, according to the drcumftances of the 
*' cafir may difcharge, admit to bail, or remand 
•* the prifonen" Blackftone, 3. 133. 

** Marriot was committed for forging in- 
'' dorfements upon bank bills, and, upon a 
*' Habeas Corpus^ was i)ailed, becaufe the crime 
** was only a great mifdemeanor ;— for though 
** the forging the bills be feiony, yet forging 
" the indorfement is not." Salkeld, i. 104. 

'* Appell de Mahem, &c^ ideo ne fuit lefle 
'' a bailie, nieiit plus que in appell de robbery 
''<ou murder; quod nota, et que in robry et 
«f marderle par tie n'eft baillable." Bro, Main- 
prifi. 67. 

** The intendment of the law in bails is, 
** qwd flat indifferenter whether he be guilty or 
f * AO ; but, when he i% convift by verdid or 

•* con- 
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^ cdnfeffion, then he mull be deemed in law to 
** be guilty of the felony, and therefore not 
♦« bailable at allV Coke. 2. Inft, 1 88.— 4. I78. 
*VBail is quando ftat indiffennter^ and not 
'< when the offence is open and manifeft." 2. 

** In this cafe nonftat iudifferenter whether he 
" be gnilty or no, being taken with tYktManer^ 
** that is^ with the thing dolen, as it were in 
•'his hand." 2)M)». 

<' If it appeareth that this ixnprifonment be 
•' juft and lawful, ht Jh^dl be remanded to the 
•' former goaler ; but if it fhall appear to the 
** court that he was imprifoned againft the taw 
" of the land, they ought, by force of this 
'^ datute, to deliver him ; if it be doubtful^ and 
** under confideration* he may be bailed." z. 

It is unneceiTary to load the reader with an/ 
farther quotations. If thefe authorities are 
not deemed fufficient to eiiabliih the dodlrine 
maintained in this paper, it will be in vain to 
appeal to tlie evidence of law-books^ or to the 
opinions of judges. They are not the autho'- 
rities> by which Lord Mansfield will abide. He 
afTumes an arbitrary power of doing right ; and 
if he does wrong, it lies only between God and 
his confcience* . 

Now, 



ai8^ LETTERS; 

Now, my Lord, although I have great falA 
in the preceding argument, I will not fay, that 
«very minute part of it is abfolately invulne. 
Table. I am too well acquainted with the 
|)ra£lice of a certain court, directed by yoor 
example^ as it is governed by yourauthority^ 
to think there ever yet was an argoment, how- 
ever conformable to law and reafon, in whick 
a cunning, qi:iibbling attorney might not dif- 
cover a flaw. But, taking the whole of it to- 
j;ether, X a£irm that it conftitutet a mafs of 
demonllration, than which nothingf morecom- 
pleat or fatisfaftory call he ofi^red to the ha- 
lAan miiid. How an evafive, indirefb reply 
will ftand with your reputation, or how far it 
will anfwer in point of defence at the bar of 
tlie houfe of lords, is worth y6ar conilderation* 
If, after all that has been faid, it fiioold dill 
be maintained, that the court of King^s Bench* 
in bailing felons, are e?(€nfpted from all legal 
rules whatfoever, and that the jodgc has no 
direfiion to purfae, but his private afFei^ions« 
or mere unquellionable will and pleafure, it 
will follow plainly, that the diftin6lion between 
iailable and not bailable y uniformly expreflcd bjr 
the liegifl'ature, current through all oar law- 
books, and admitted by all our great lawyers 
without exception, is in one fenfe a nugatory, 
in another a pernicious diAindlion. It is nu- 
gatory. 



LETTERS. iBp 

ntoiy, ^s it fuppofes a dilFerence in the bail- 
able quality of offences, when, in eifeft, the 
^iftindion refers only to the rank of the magi- 
itrate. It is pernicioas, as it implies^a rule of 
law, which yet the judge is not bound to pay 
the leaft regard to, and ixnprefTes an idea upon 
the minds of the people^ that the judge is wifer 
and greater than the law. 

It remains only to apply the law, thus flated,. 
to the fsL&. in queflion. By an authentic copy 
of the mittimus it appears that John Eyre war 
committed for felony, plainly and fpecially 
exprefled in the warrant of commitment. He- 
was charged before Alderman Halifax by the 
oath of Thomas Fielding, William Holder,. 
William Payne, and William Na(h, for/e/om'' 
mtfy Jiealijig eleven quires of writing-paper,. 
▼alae &x fiiillings, the property of Thomas 
Beach, &c. — by the examinations, upon oath,, 
of the four perfons mentioned in the mittimus^ 
it was proved, that large quantities of paper 
had been miiTed, and that eleven quires (pre* 
vionily marked from a fufpicion that Eyre was 
the thief) were found upon him. Many other 
qoires of paper, marked in the fame manner,, 
were found at his lodgings y and after he had 
been fometime in Wood*ilreet Compter, a key 
vas Ibund in his room there, which appeared 
|o be a key to the clofec at Gaildhall, from 

whence 
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whence the paper was tiqlen. When aftedl 
what he had to fay in his defence, his only 
SLnCwtr wasy I hope you iviU hail me. Mr. Hol- 
der, the Clerk, replied. That is impoffible. 
There ne*ver was an inftance of it^ when the ftolen 
£oods *were found upon the thief The Lord 
Mayor was then applied to, and refufed to 
bail him.— Of all thefe circamftances it was 
yoar duty to have informed yourfelf minute- 
ly. The fa£t was remarkable, and the chief 
magiflrate of the city of London was knowa 
to have refufed to bail the offender. To juf* 
tify your compliance with the foHcitation^ of 
your three countrymen, it fhould be proved 
that fttch allegations were offered to you, in 
behalf of their afibciate, as honeftly and bona 
fide reduced it to a matter of doubt and indif-* 
ference whether the prifoner was innocent or 
guilty. — Was any thing offered by the Scotch 
triumvirate that tended to invalidate the pofi- 
live charge made againft him by four credible 
witneiTes upon oath ? — Was it even iniinuated 
to you, either by himfelf or his bail, that no 
felony was committed ;— or that be was not 
the felon; — that the ftolen goods were not 
found upon him $— or that he was only the 
receiver, not knowing them to be ftolen ?— - 
Qt^ in ihort, did they attempt to produce any 
ifvidence of his infanity ?— To all thefe quef- 

tions^ 
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dons, I anfwer for you, withont the lead fear 
f>f contradidioD, poiltively NO. From tUe 
noxnent he was arrelled, he neVer entertained 
any hope of acquittal f therefore thooght of 
nothing but obtaining bail) . that he; mighC 
have time to fettle his a£airs, convey his for- 
tune into another coantry, and fpend the re- 
mainder of his life in comfort and afflaence a- 
broad. In this prudential fcheme of future 
happinefs, the Lord Chief Juilice of England 
moft readily and heartily concurred. At iighc 
of fo much virtue in diftrefsr your natural be- 
nevolence took the alarm. Such a man as Mr> 
Eyre, flruggling with adveriity, mufl always 
be an interefiing fcene to Lord Mans^field.— Or 
was it that liberal anxiety, by which your 
whole life has been didinguilhed, to enlarge 
the liberty of the fubjefl ? — My Lord, we did 
not want this new inftance of the liberality of 
your principles. We already knew what kind 
of fubjeds they were, for whofe liberty yoa 
were anxious. At all events, the public are 
much indebted to you for fixing a price, at 
which felony may be committed with impu- 
nity. You bound a felon, notorioully worth 
thirty thoufand pounds, in the fum of three x 
liundred. With your natural turn to equity, 
luid knowing, as you are, zn the dofirine of 

pre? 
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precedents, you undoabtedly meant to fettle- 
the proportion between the fortune of the fe- 
lon, and the fine, by which he may compound 
for his felony. The ratio now upon record, 
and tranfmitted to poflerity under the aufpices^ 
of Lord Mansfield, is exadlly one to a hun-* 
dred. — My Lord, without intending it, you 
have laid a cruel reftraint upon the genius of 
of your countrymen. In the warmeft indul- 
gence of their paflions, they have an eye to 
the expence, and if their other virtues fail us,- 
we have a refource in their oeconomy. 

By taking fo trifling a fecurity from John^ 
Eyre, you invited and manifeftly exhorted' 
him to efcape. Although in bailable cafes,. 
k be ufual to take four fee uri ties, you left- 
him in the cuftody of three Scotchmen, whom 
he might have eafily fatisfied for conniving at" 
his retreat. That he did not make ufe of 
the opportunity you induflrioufly gave hint- 
neither juftifies yotfr conduft, nor can it be 
any way accounted for, but by his excefiive 
and mondrous avarice. Any other man, but 
this bofom friend of three Scotchmen, would 
gladly have facrificed a few hundred pounds^ 
rather than to fubmit to the infamy of plead- 
ing guilty in open court. It is poffible in- 
deed that he might have flattered himfelf, 

and 
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mA AOt iHireftfiNiabIy» with tbe hopes of a par* 
don* Tbat he would have been pardxmed 
feemafliofc lhaaprobable» if 1 had aotdireA- 
ed the public atteatioa to the leadisg ilep yea 
took in favovr of him* la the prefeat ^entk 
reign* we well know what aie ha« been made 
of the lenity of the coart and ef the oie^cf of 
the crown. The Lord Chief Juilice of £<ii^« 
land accepu of the bandreth part of the pro- 
perty of a felon iaken in the fad, as a jwoag* 
nizaace for hit appearance. Your huAher Smjithe 
brow beats a jary, and forces them to alter their 
verdict by which they had fonnd a Scotch Csr* 
jeant gailtyof murder ; and though the KeBoedies 
wei«<coarided of a moft deliberate and atro- 
cfvotts ararder^ ^y Hill bad aclaim to the royal 
mercy .->*-They were faved by the chailkjr of 
their coanexionfi*— The.y bad a filler;*— yet 
it wabthot her beauty, but the pUancy of ber 
virtue that teoommernkd her to the lLing.«-« 
T'he holy a«thor of ^^w feligion was feea in 
the con^any of finaers ; but it was his gfaci* 
ous poitpore to convert them from their fins, 
Anotheir man» who in the ceremonies of owr 
laith might, give. lelTons to^he^eat enemy of 
it, upon different principles .keeps mnch the 
fatnae Cdifipltify. He advertifes for patients, 
collects all the difeafes 'of the heart, and turns 
a royal palace into an hofpttal for incurables. 
Vot. II, ' O A man 
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A man of honour has no ticket of admiifion at- 
St. James's. They receive him, like a virgto 
at the Magdalen^s ;— G^ thou and dp kke*wi/e^ 

My charge againll yoa Is toow made good. I 
ibali however be ready t> anfwer or tofubmit 
to fair objef^ions. If^ whenever this matter 
fliall be agitated, you fu£Fer the doors of the 
houfe of lords to be ihut, I now proteft, that I 
ftall confider you as having made no reply* 
From that moment, in the opinion of the world, 
yoa w>ll (land (elf-convidted. Whether your 
reply be quibbjing and evafive, or liberal and 
in point, will be matter for the judgment of 
your peers; — but if, when tvety poflible idea 
of difrefpedl to that noble houfe, (in whofe ho- 
]K)ur andjuiftice ^e nation implicitly confides) 
is here molt folemnly difclaimed, yot» ihould 
endeavour to reprefent this charge, as a con- 
tempt of their authority, and move their lord- 
ihips to cenfure the publiAier of this paper, I 
then affirm that yoa fiipport injuftice by vio* 
ience, that you are guilty of a heinous aggra- 
vation of your o€ence, and that you contribute 
yonr.utmoit influence to promote, on the part 
of the higheft court of judicature, a pofitive 
idenial of juDice to the nation. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO THS RIGHT HON. LORD CAMDEK. 

MY LORD, 



TURN with pleafore, from that barrea 
waile, in which no falutafy plane takes root, 
no verdttre qaickens, to a charader fertile, as 
I willingly believe, in every great and good 
q^ialidcation. I call upon yoa, in the name of 
the Engliih nation, to ftand forth in defence of 
the laws of your country, and to exert, in the 
caufe of truth and jofticc, thofe great abilities 
with which you were entrufted for the benefit 
of mankind. ^To afcertain the fads, fet forth 
in the preceding paper, it may be neceflary to 
call the perfons, mentioned in the mittimust to 
the bar of the houfe of lords. If a motion for 
that purpofe (houldbe rejedled, we ihall know 
what to think of Lord Mansfield's innocence. 
The legal argument is fubmitted to your lord, 
fiiip's judgment. After the noble iland yoa 
made againft Lord Mansfield opon thequeiUon 
of libel, we did exped that you would not have 
fufiFered that matter to have remained nndelie^- 
mined. But it was faid that Lord Chief J^if- 
tice Wilmot had been fn^ailed upon to vouch 
ibr an opinion of the late Judge Yates, wliich 
Q z was 
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was fappofed to make agaiaftyou; and we 
admit of the excafe. When fuclT deteftable 
arts are employed to prejadge a queftion of 
right, it iirtght hare been* ithptn^tnt, at that 
time, to have brought it to a decifion. la the 
prefent inftance yoa will have no /uch oppofi-^ 
timi t» contend wkh. If theret bt a jadge, or 
a lawyer of any note in WeftmiWftet-»haiU who 
ihall bn dalring enough to aftrm that, aeeofd- 
ittg to the ttne intendment of tfae lawtof £ng^ 
I^odr a; felon, uken witir %h6 M^uter^ infUgram^ 
ii d^&^f is bailable ; ov tbat the difoetien of 
nn Engliflr judge is merely a»bi<iary, and not 
governed by roles of law,«^I Aould be g]ad to- 
be acqnanted with htai^* Whoerer he be, I 

. win taker qare tbat be fiidl not give yoii moch 
tiWuMe. Yonr knrdibip'a cbarader aflitret me 
tbat yon will affuae that principal part, whie.b 
bdbDgatxryot»# infttpfior&ingt&^lawsofEngi^^ 
l«ffd, ngnimft a wi<$ked jttdge» Wh<» makes it 

' tteoccnpatiott of bis Ufe^ te mifinfierpret and- 
ftr^sn tbenu If ywt decline this hononrablr 
oAqs,J fiinr it will befaidtbat, for fom'e month* 
ftMt ycm^bave loeye loo much company witb 
tbc Biike of GvaAon^ Whon the eon^eil mrna 
i»pe)» the inieipretation of the laws, yOn can«» 
aety vlritboat n formal ffirrender of ail yo«u- riv 
piiilMio»# yield the poftof hondor even co Lord 
iShadasb* 6onfideti«g the%6tttaMiir and abi<» 

litiei 
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imm^ Lorii MtniMJ* I dp not feriipl^ Co 
Ik£ri99 ff'ifb Ibf «pft iokjan uppcfd ^ Q94 for 
mff £iicfiriiy» tluut* sp mjf judf iii«iit» bis ii t>e 
rfify wcr&Mnd mofi dni^roiis man in ihc Jdng- 
doia. Tiuie £u I hnve dione n/ duty in eodea- 
ypoiring to hiiog him to pnnilhment. JRat ^atne 
M «n lA&rior, aiaiftmid office in ckc iefl[iple 
of jalUc(w*«fi have boond the yi&ioiy and 
dragged him to the altar* 

juNiys. 



X HE Reverend Mr. John Home haviiig 
with ^ his ufual veracity* and honei! induftry, 
circulated a report that J^nias, in a letter |o 
the Supporters of the Bill of Rights, had w^rm- 
]y declared himfelf in favour of long parUa- 
ments and rotten boroughs, it is thought necef* 
fary to fubmit to the public the following ey« 
tra6l from his letter to John Wilkes, Efq; dat^d 
the 7th of September 1771, and laid befoie the, 
fociety on the 24th of the fame month. 

** Wiih regard to the feveral ilrticles» taken 
** feparately, I own*! am concerned to fee th.at 
** the great condition, which ought to be the 
^*J!ne fuanonof parliamentary qualification,-* 
<« which ought to«be the bafis (as it aflhredly: 
^* will be the only fupport) of tvery barrier 
- ^' raifed in defirnce of the conititution, I mean 
O 3 ?•«*- 
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'• a declarathn upm 9titb to fiortpi the Juration ef 
** parliaments, 18 reduced to the foorth rank 
** in the eileem'of the fociety ; and, even in 
*' that place, far from being infifted on with 
<* firmnefs and vehemence, feems to have been 
*' particalnrly flighted in the expreffion.--2^9» 
** Jball endeavour to rift on amiual parliaments /— 
*' Are thefe the terms, which men, who are 
"in earned, make afe of» when t\it/alus rti^ 
*^ puhlica^ is at ftake?— I expeded other Ian- 
** guage from Mr, Wilkes. — Befides my ob- 
*' jedion in point of form, I difapprove highly 
*<ofthe meaning of the fourth article as it 
** ilands. Whenever the q^ueflion (hall be fe« 
" riouily agitated, I will endeavour (and if I 
** live will afTuredly attempt it) to convince 
*' the Englifh nation, by arguments to my un- 
'* derftanding unanfwerable, that they ought to 
" infill upon a triennial, and baniQi the idea 

** of an annual parliament. . • 

*< 1 am convinced that» if (hortening the dura- 
*' tion of parliaments (which in effed is keep- 
*' ing the reprefentative under the rod of the 
** conftituent) be not made the bads of our 
*' new parliamentary jurifprudence, other 
** cheeks or improvements fignify nothing. 
** On the contrary, if this be made the founda- 
** tion, other meafures may come in aid, and* 
** as auxiliariesi beof coniiderable advantage. 

«« Lord 
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*< Lord Chatham's project, for inftance, of lo- 
« creating the number of knights of ihires, 
<* appears to me admirable. ...... As to 

*' cutting away the rotten boroughs, I am as 
''much offended as any man at feeing fo many 
** of them under the diredt influence of the 
** crown, or at the difpofal of private perfon^v 
** Yet, I own, I have both doubts and appre- 
** henfions, in regard to the remedy you pro- 
'* pofe. I ihall be charged perhaps wit^ aa 
** unufual want of political intrepidity, whea 
** I honeftly confefs to you, that I am flartled 
*' at the idea of fo extenfive an imputation.— 
'* In the firft place, I qaeftion the power, de , 
**jure, of the legiflature todisfranchifeanum- 
^* ber of boroughs, upon rhe general ground 
** of improving the coni^itution. There can- 
'* not be adpdrine more fatal* to the liberty and 
'* property we are contending for, than that, 
** which confounds the idea oiK/uprmt and 
'< an arbitrary legiilature. I need not point 
** out to you the fatal purpofes, to which it has 
*' been, and may be applied* If we are fincere 
'* in the political creed we profefs, there are 
" many things, which we ought to affirm, can- 
^* not be done by King, Lords, and Commons. 
*< Among thefe I reckon the disfranchifing of 
<« boroughs with a general view of improve- 
O 4 ' «• jnent* 
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'* m%nu I conCder it u eqiiiv«leat tp robbiAg 
** the parties conc«rn«d of their frcdboliU of 
<< their birch right. I fay that, although this 
•* birth-light may be forfeited, or the exercife 
*' of it fiifpended in particular cafes, it cannot 
** be takea away, by a general law, for any 
** real or pretended porpofe of improving the 
** conftitution. Sappofmg the jattempt made, 
<< I am perfuaded yon cannot mean that either 
** King, or Lords (hould take an a&ive part in 
*< it, A bill, which only touches the repre- 
<< fentation of the people, muft originate in 
** the houfe of commons. In the formation and 
" mode of pai&ng it, the exdnfive right of the 
«< commons mu^ be aflerted as fcrupnloufly, 
<' as in the cafe of a money -bilU Now, Sir, £ 
« fliould be glad to know by what kind of rea- 
** foning it can be proved, that there' is a 
'* power vetted in the reprefentative to de&toy 
*' his immediate confiiiuent. From whence 
•• could he poffibly derive it ? A counier^x 
<< I know, will be ready to maintaift the 
«< affirmative. The dodrine faits him exadly, 
^ << btcaofe it gives an anlimited operation to 
** the influence of the crown. Put we, Mr* 
<< Wilkes, onght to hoM a different language. 
V It is no anfwer for me lo fay, that the bill, 
** when it paffes the hovfeof cquiaom, as the 

"aa 
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•« aft of the majority, an4 not the rcprcfcnti- 
'* tives of the particular boroughs coocerned. 
** If the majority can disfranchife ten bo- 
'* rooghs* why not twenty, why r.ot the whole 
** kingdom ? Why ihould ibcy not make their 
•* own fcat« in pariiameiit for life ^— When 
** the feptennial aA paiTed. the legiflatQre did 
** what, apparently and palpably, they bad no 
*' power to do ; butthey did more than people 
*' in general were aware of: they, in effect, 
** disfranchifed the whole kingdom for four 
** years. 

** For argument's iake, I will now fuppofe, 
** that the expediency of the meafure, 9md the 
** power of parliamept are nnqueftiooabk. 
** Still you will find an infufqionotable dt£- 
** colty in the execution. When «U your sn- 
** ftruments of amputation are prepared, when 
** tbeionhappy patient lies bound atyonr fett, 
<' without the poflibiUty of refifiance« by what 
. ** iofallibU rule will you diraft the operation ? 
«« ^.When you propofe to cut away the rm^m. 
•* parti, cap yea teU U9 what parts are perfefl- 
** ly^aW^-^Are ckerr are any ccrrain limits, 
** in faft or theory, to inform you «t wjiat 
*' point you maft Hop, at what point the mor- 
** tification ends. To a man fo capable of 
*« obfervation and refledlion as you are, it is 
^* unneceflary to fay all that might be faid 

•« upon 
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"upon the fubjedl. Befldes tbat I approve 
" highly of Lord Chatham's idea cf infujing a 
*'^ portion of new healih into the conjiltution to en^ 
*' able it to bear its infirmities^ (a brilliant tx- 
" preffion, and full of intrindc wifdom) otlier 
'* reafons concur in perfuadingme to adopt it* 
•* I have no objedion, &c." , 

The man, who fairly and compleatly an- 
fwers this argument, ihall have my thanks and 
my applaufe. My heart is already with him. 
—I am ready to be converted.-^I admire his 
morality, and would gladly fubfcribe to the 
articles of his faitli. — Grateful as lam, to the 
GOOD BEING, whofe bount/ has imparted to. 
me this reafoning intelle£t, whatever it is, I 
hold myfelf proportionably indebted to him^ 
'from whofe inlightened underAanding another 
ray of knowledge communicates to mine. Fut 
neither (hould I think the mod exalted facuU 
ties of the human mind, a gift worthy of the 
divinity ; nor any, afli(lance» in the improve- 
ment of them, a fubje^l of gratitude to my fel* 
low creature, if 1 were not fatisfied, that reafly 
to inform the underilanding correAs and en- 
larges the heart, 

JUNIUS. 



The 



Tiie following LsTfERs being omitted in the 
Firft Volume, it is tbooght neceffary to in* ' 
fert them here. 



LETTER •XIII. 

ADDRI85ED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PyB* 
Lie ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 12. June^ 1769. 

X HE Dukeof Grafton's Friends, not find- 
ing it convenient to enter into a cOnteft with 
Junius^ are now reduced to the lafl melancholy 
refource of defeated argument, the flat general 
charge of fcurnlity and falfehood. As for his 
ftile, I (hall leave it to the critics. The truth 
of his fads is of more importaace to the pub- 
lic. They are of fuch a nature, that I think a 
bare contradidion will have no weight with 
any man, who judges forhimfelf. Let us take 
them in the order in which they appe^^ in his 
lail letter. 

1. Have not the firft rights of the people^ 
and the £r(l principles of theconftitution been 
openly invaded, and the very name of an elec- 
tion made ridiculous by the arbitrary appoint- *" 
nfent of Mr. Luttrell ? 

2. Did not the Duke of Grafton frequently 
lead his miilrefs into public, and even place 
Ler at the head of his table, aa if he had 

pulled 
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polled down an ancient temp]f pf V^VMSs and 
coald bury all decency and (hame upder the 
ruins f^ls this the man who dares to talk of 
Mr.Wilkes'« morals f 

3. Is not the charafler of his prefumptivc 
anceftors a# (Irongly niarke4 in him* f 9 if be 
had defcended from them in a dired legitimate 
line ? The idea of his dieath is only prophetic ^ 
and what is prophecy but a narrativ^.pn:ced. 
ing the faift ! 

4. Was not Lord Chatham the firt who r^fed 
him to the rank and poft of a i^wijiery and 
the firft whom he abandoned ? 

5. Did he pot join witbl^ordRockiAgliAflr, 
and betf ay kirn f 

6. Was he not the bofoiii friend of Mr. 
Wilkes, whom he now purfues to dr^ufidon i 

7. Did he not take his degrees with credit at 
Newmarket, White's, and the oppefition f 

3. After deferting Lord Chatham's pri«i$ipka> . 
and facri&cing hi^ fjjaod(hip» U he not now ' 
clofely united with a fet of men, who, tho' 
they have o^cafionajly jpined with all parties, 
luve in cvety difierent fitii#tion« acd at ail 
times, bee« equally a^d conAantiy dectied by 
this country ? 

9. Has not Sir John Moore a pearion of ive 
bundrad poinds a year ?-^Tfais naay probably 
^ an ac^aittiocc af fanmri upon the tmi€; 

b«c 
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btft is it ^ofllblc^ fbr a ininifter to offer a girder 
outrage to a nation, which ttas fo very Uteljr 
cleared away t!ie beggary of the civil lifl, at 
the expence of more than half a million ? 

10. Is there any one mode of thinking or 
ading with rtCpM to Aifiefiea,whkh the Duke , 
of Grafton has not fucceflively adopted and 
abmrdoned? 

1 1 . Is there not a fiogtriar mark of fliame fet 
upon this man, who has fo little delicacy and 
feeBirg as tef fubmit to the opprobrium of olar- 
rying a near relation of one who had debaached 
his wife ?<^In (he AaAfke of dettntfi kow ar* 
theffe aixiitble coo fins fo ofreet at their ancle's 
table F'^It will be a feene in CEdipus, witbduc 
the cliflrefs.«^ls it wealth, or wit» or beauty, 
oi" is the a'ntorotis y^nth in love? 

The reft is notorious^ That C6t&tu haS' 
h^a facriiieefd to thoFrefich: thitiAfomein- 
ftattc'es th^ laws have been feandiilosfly rckxed^' 
atkl ii^ oehtfrs daridgly violated ; and that the 
King's fubj^6b have beet called vpon to af«> 
Aire him of their lidelityy in ^ite of the mea«> 
fares of his fervafits. 

A «h-fter, who bailds his Mgvfmemt npdii' 
Mts fi><^ as thefe» is notdafily to be confuted^* 
He is lioC to be anfweried by geheral aflertibns, 
dr general reproiehes* Htf may want elo^' 

^neiioe 
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quence to amure or perfoade, but, fpeaking 
truth, he mull always convince. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER •XIV. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER QF THE PtTB* 
Lie ADVERTISER, 

S I R, 22. Jutie, 1769. 

X H E name of OU NoU is deftined to be the 
ruin of the houfe of Stuart. There is an omi- 
nous fatality in it» which even the fpurioas 
defceodants of the family cannot efcape. 01i« 
ver Cromwell had the merit of condoAing 
Charles the firft to the block. Your corres- 
pondent Old NoU appears to have the fame de- 
isgn upon the Dake of Grafton. His argu- 
nents confift better with the title he has aflu- 
nedy than with the principles heprofeffes; for 
though he pretends to be an advocate for the 
Duke, he takes care to give us the befl reafons, 
why his patron ihould regularly follow the fate 
ofhisprefumptiveanceilor. Through the whole 
conrie of the Duke of Grafton's life, I fee a 
ftrange endeavour to oniiecontradi^lions, which 
caoooc be reconciled. He marries to be di- 
vorced i— 
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vorced ; — ^he keeps a miftrefs to remind him of 
conjugal endcarmeots, and he choofes fuch 
ftiends, as it is virtne in him to defert* If it 
were poffible for thegenias oF that accomplifli* 
ed prefident» who prononnced fentence upon 
Charles the firft, to be revived in fome modern 
f]rcophact,§ his Grace I doubt not would by 
fympathy discover him among the dregs of 
mankind, and take him for a guide in thofe 
paths* which naturally ^onduft a minifter to 
the fcaffbld. 

The aiTercion that two-thirds of the nation 
approve of the ncaf tana of Mr/LuttreU (for 
even OA/ Noll is too modeft to call it an elec- 
tion) can neither be maintained nor confuted 
by argument. It is a point of fa£t, on which 
every Englifli gentleman will determine for 
himfelf. As to lawyers, their profeffion is fup- 
ported by the indifcriminate defence of right 
ajui wrong, and I confefs I have not that opi- 
nion of their knowledge or integrity, to think 
it Decefiary that they (hould decide for me upon 
a plain oonftitutional qaellion. With refpeft 
to the appointment of Mr. Luttrell, the chan- 
cellor has never yet given any authentic opi- 
nion. Sir Fletcher Norton is indeed an honeil, 
a very honed man ; and the Attorney General 
UM officio the guardian of liberty, to take care 

I prc- 

§ It 19 iiardly neceflaryto remiad the reader of the name 
tf Bradjbaw* 
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I prefume, that it (hali never break oat into a 
climinil ejctefs. Dodor BlAckftone is Solici- 
tor to the Queen. The DoAor recoHefteid that 
he hjid a place to prefetve, though he forgot 
that he had a reputation to lofe. We have 
now -the good fortanie to undeiiland the Doc- 
tor's principles, as wt\i at wfitiDgs. For the 
defence of trnih, of law, and reafon, the Doc- 
tor's book may be fafefy confblted ; bnt who- 
ever wilhes to cheat a nUighbont of his eftate. 
Of to rob a country of its rights, need make 
so fcrapfo bfconfiihing the Dodor himfelf. 

The ekailiple of the Englilh nobility iiiay» 
for aught 1 kikeiw, fikficiently juftify the Duke 
of Gtafton, when he indulges hit genius iti 
all the fafliionabie exceffes of the age ; yet, con-« 
fiderihg his raitk and ftatbn, I think it would 
db him lAoit hon^r to be able to deny the f^a, 
thab to defend it by fuch authority. But if 
rice itielf tould bt extalbd, there is ^et a cer- 
tain dii^ilay tf k, a tenain outrage to decency, 
and violation of ptiblic dteaotiim, which, fof 
the benefit of fociety^ fliruld never be fbrgiveta; 
It is not that he kept a mTftrefs at home, bdt 
that he cbnftantly attended h«r abroad. ----It is 
not thef^rivate indulgente, bat thepublit in- 
iblt of which I complain. The name of Mifa 
liParfens would hkrSly have been known, if the 
firtl Lord of (he Treafury had not led ker ia 

triumph 
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triumph throogh the Opera^Houfei even ia 
tke prefeoce of the Queen. When we fee a 
man ad in chit manner, we may admit the 
fhameiefs depravity of his heart, but what are 
we to think of his underftanding ? * 

His Grace it feems is now to be a regular 
domeftic man, and as an omen of the fature 
delicacy and corref^nefs of his condudl, he 
marries a firfl coufin of the man, who had fixed 
that mark and title of infamy upon him, which 
ac the fame moment, makes a hufband anhappy 
and ridiculous. The ties of confangoinity may 
poflxbly preferve him from the fame fate a fe- 
cond time, and as to the diftrcfs of meeting, I. 
take for granted the venerable uncle of thefe 
common coufins has fettled the Etiquette in 
fuch a manner, that, if a miftake ihould hap- 
pen, it may reach no farther than from Madame 
mafemm to Madame ma coujine. 

The Duke of Grafton has always fome excel- 
lent leafon for deferting his friends. — The age 
and incapacity of Lord Chatham ;— the debi- 
lity of Lord Rockingham ; — or the infamy of 
Mr. Wilkes, There was a time indeed when 
he did not appear to be quite fo well acquaint- 
ed, or fo violently offended with the infirmities 
of his friends. But now I confefs they are not 
ill exchanged for the youthful, vigorous virtue 
of the Duke of Bedford ;— the firmncfs of Ge- 

VoL. II. P neral 
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ncral Conway ;— the blunt, or if I may call it, 
the aukward integrity of Mr. Rigby, and the 
ipotlefs morality of Lord Sandwich. 

If a late penfion to a broken ^ gambler be 
an aft worthy of commendation, the Duke of 
Grafton's connexions will furnifh him with 
many opportunities of doing praife-worthy ac- 
tions; and as he himfelf bears no part of th0 
cxpence, thegeneroiity of diflributing the pub- 
lic money for the fupport of virtuous, families 
in diflrefs will be an unqueftionable proof of 
his Grace's humanity. 

As to public affairs, Old Noll is a little ten« 
der of defcending to particulars. He does not 
deny thatCoriica has been facrificed to France, 
and he confeifes that, with regard to America, 
Jhis patron's meafures have been fubjed to fome 
variation ; but then he promifes wonders of 
liability and firmnefs for the future. Tbefe 
are myi!eries, of which we mud not pretend 
to judge by experience; and truly, I fear we 
fhall periih in the Defart, before we arrive at 
the Land of Promife. In the regular courfe of 
things, the period of the Duke of Grafton's 
xniniilerial manhood (hould now be approach- 
ing. The imbecility of his infant ftatc was 
coinmitted to Lord Chatham, Charles Townf- 
hend took fome care of his education at that 
ambiguous age, which lies between the follies 

of 

§ Sir John Moore* 
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«f political childhood, and the vices oF pu* 
heny. The em{>ire of the paffions foon fuc- 
ceeded. His earlied principles and connexions 
were of courfe forgotten or defpifed. The 
company he has lately kept has been of nofer* 
vice to his morals ; and> in the conduct of pub-* 
lie affairs, we fee the cbarafter of his time of 
life flrongly diflinguiihed. An obftinate un<^ 
governable ielf-fu^ciency plainly points oat to 
-us that ftate of imperfe^ maturity, at which 
the graceful levity of youth is loft, and the 
iblidity of experience not yet acquired. It is 
poffible the young man may in time grow wifer 
and reform ; but» if I underlland his difpoii- 
tion, it is not of fnch corrigible iluff, that we 
ihould hope for any amendment in him^ before 
he has accompli(hed the dsftrudlion of this 
country. Like other rakes, he may perhaps 
live to fee his error, but not uatill he has ruln^ 
^d his eftate. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

LETTER fXV. 

TO THE PRINTER OP THE PUBLIC ADVER^n 
TISER. 
SIR, l.Jugufi, >7^9- 
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T will not be necefTary for Junius to take 
the trouble of anfwerlng yoor correfpondent 
? 2 G. A. 
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<r« A. or the quotation from a fpeech without 
doors, publifhed Iq your paper of the 28th of 
lafl month. The fpeech appeared before J»- 
mus*$ letter/ and zb the author feems to con- 
fider the great propofition» on which all his ar- 
gument depends, viz. ibat Mr. Wilkes <wa$ un- 
der that known legal incapacity^ ofiubich Junius 
/peaks ^ a point granted, his fpeech is, in no 
ihape, an anfwci to Junius^ for this is the very 
qaeftion in debate. 

As to G. A. I obferve fir((« that if he did 
not admit Junius* s ftate of the qoejUton, he 
fliould have (hewn the fallacy of it, or given 
us a more exadt one ;— fecon.dIy,that, confider- 
ing the many hours and days, which the mi- 
niftry and their advocates have wafted, in pub- 
lic debate, in compiling large quartos, and 
colledling innumerable precedents, expreHy to 
prove that the late proceedings of the houfe of 
commons are warranted by the law, cuflom, 
and practice of parliament, it is rather an ex- 
traordinary fuppofition, to be made by one of 
their own party even for the fake of argument, 
^,at nofucbftatute^ no jMch cuftom of parliament ^ 
vo fucb cafe in point can be produced ^ G. A . may 
Jxovvever make the fuppo/ition with fafety. It 
contains nothing, but literally the fa6t, except 
that therjc is a cafe exaflly in point, with a de- 
i:iiiou of the houfe^ diametricjilly oppo£te xa 

that 
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flat which the prefent hoofe of commons came 
to in favour of Mr. Luttrell. 

The roiniflry now begin to be aflkamed of 
the weaknefs of their caufe, and, as it Qfually 
happens with falfehood, aredriven to the necef- 
fityof (hifring their ground, and changing their 
whole defence. At firil we were told that no- 
thing conld be clearer than that the proceed- 
ings of the hoofe of commons wereju^ified by 
the known law and uniform cuflom of parlia- 
ment. But now it feems, if there be' no law,, 
the hoofe of commons have a right to make one^ 
and if there be no precedent, they have a right 
to create the firft ;<-^for this I prefume is the 
amount of the queilions propofed to Junius, If 
your correfpondent had been at all veried in 
the law of parliament, or generally in the law« 
of this country, he would have feen that thi9 
defence is as weak and falfe as the former. 

The privileges of eitherhoofe of parliament* 
it is truer are indefinite, that is, they have not 
been defcrib'cd or laid down in any one code 
or declaration whatfoever ; but whenever a 
qoefiion of privilege has arifen, it has inva- 
riably been difputed or maintained upon the 
footing of precedents alone, f In the cqurfe of 
P 3 the 

<( Thisisftill meeting the mmifiry upon their own ground ; 
for, in truth, no jnrecedents will fupport either natural in* 
juftice, or violation of pofitivsri^t. 
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the proceedings upon the Aylefbury eledlion,. 
the houfe of JonJs rerolved, "That neither 
** hoafe of parliament had any power, by any 
** vote Of declaration, to create to themfelve^ 
^' any new privilege that was not warranted by 
** the known laws and cuftoms of parliament*** 
And to this rule the houfeof commons, thoagh 
othcrwife they had a£led in a very arbitrary 
manner, give their ailent, for they affirmed tliat 
they had guided themfelv^es by it, in aiferting 
their privi'eges. — Now, Sir, if this be true with 
refpefl to matters of privilege> in which the 
houfe of commons, individnally and as a body» 
are principally concerned, how much more 
Urongly will it hold againil any pretended 
power in th^t houfe, to create or declare a new 
law, by which not only the rights of the houfe 
over their own member, and thofe of (he mem- 
ber himfelf are concluded, but alfo thofe of a 
third and feparate party, I inean the freehol. 
ders of the kingdom. To do juilice to the mi- 
niftry, they have not yet pretended that any 
one or aniy two of the three eftates have power 
to make a new hw, without the concurrence 
of the third. T.hey know that a man who 
maintains f uch a doflrine, is liable, by (latute^ 
to the heaviefl penalties. They do not ac- 
knowledge thai the houfe of commons have af- 
fnmed a new privilege, or declared a new law. 

On 
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On the contrary, they affirm that their pro- 
ceedings have been ftridlly conformable to and 
founded upon the ancient law and cuftom of 
parliament. Thus therefore the queAion re- 
turns to the point, at which Junius had fixed 
it, vFz. Whether or no this he the law offarlimnent. 
If it be not, the houfe of commons had no legal 
authority to eilabliih the precedent; and the 
precedent itfelf is a mere fa£l, without any 
proof of right whatfoever. 

Your corrcfpondent concludes with a quef- 
tion of the fimplefl nature : Muft a thing It 
'wrongs becaufe it has ne<uer been done before ? No. 
But admitting it were proper to be done, 
that alone does not convey an authority to do 
it. As to the prefent cafe, I hope I fhall never 
fee the time, when xiot only a fingle perfon, 
but a whole county, and in ^^t^ the entire 
colle£live body of the people may again be 
robbed of their birth-right by a vote of the 
houfe of commons. But if, for reafons which 
I am unable to comprehend, it be nece/Taryto 
truft that houfe with a pOwer fo exorbitant and 
fo u neon (lit dtional, at lealt let it be given to 
thein by an adt of the kgiflature. 

PHXLO JUNIUS, 
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LETTER •XVr. 

ADDRESSBD TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUB> 
Lie ADVERTISER. 



A 



SI R, 14. Auguft^ 1769. 



Correfpoiidcnt of the St. Jameses Even- 
ing Poll firft wilfully mifundcrftand Janius, 
then cenfures him for a bad reafoner*. Junius 
does not fay that it was incumbent upon Dec- 
tor Blackdone to forefee and ftate the crimes 
for which Mr. Wilkes was expelled. If, by 
a fpirit of prophecy he had even done fo, it 
would have been nothing to the purpofe. The 
queilion is» not for what particular offences a 
perfon may^be expelled, but generally whether 
by the law of parliament expulfion alone crc 
ares a difqualification. If the affirmative be 
the law of parliament, Do6tor Blackflone might 
and ihould have told qs fo. The queilion ia 
not confined to this or that particular perfon, 
but form« one great general branch of difqua« 
lification, t6o important in itfelf, and too ex- 
tenfive in its confequences, to be onicted ia 
an accurate work exprefsly treating of the lai^ 
of parliament. 

The 
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The truth of the matter is evidently this. 

Dodtor Blackftone, while he was fpeaking id 

thehoufeof commonsy nererofice thotrght oF 

his Commentaries, until the contradi^lion was 

tinexpedledly urged,' and Aared him in the face. 

Inflead of defending himfelf upon the fpot, he 

funk under the charge, in an agony of confu* 

lion and defpair. It is well known that there 

was a paafe of forae minutes in the houfe, 

from at general expeflation that the Dodor 

would fay fomething in his own defence; but 

it feems» his faculties were too much over* 

powered to think of thofe fubtleties an-d re* 

faements, which have (ince occurred to him. 

It was thenMr. Grenville received that fevere 

chadifementywhich theDo£tormentionswith fo 

much triumph. / ^ijh the honourable gentleman^ 

infiead ofjhaking bis head, ^would Jhake a good « r- 

gumefit out of it. If to the elegance, novelty, 

and bitternefs of this ingenious farcafm^ we 

add the natural melody of the amiable Sir 

Fletcher Norton's pipe> we ihall not be fur* 

prifed that Mr. Granville was unable to niake 

him any reply. 

As to the Do^or, I would recommend it to 
him to be quiet. If not, he may perhaps hear 
again from Junius himfelf. 

PHILO JUNIUS, 

LET- 
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LETTER •XVIII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 

/^*Sept. 1769. 

Argument againft Fact ; or, A new fyftem 
of political Logic, by which the niiniftry 

' have demon(lrated» to the fatisfa^ion of 
their friends, that expuliion alone creates a 
complete incapacity to be re»e]e6led ; alias^ 
that a fubjeft of this realm may be robbei 
of his common right, by a vote of thehou^ 
of commons. 

First Fact. 

ikfe. Wollafton, in 1 698, lAias expelled^ fe-elened^ 
and admitted to take his feat. 

Argument. 

As this cannot conveniently be reconciled 
with our general propoiition, it may be necef- 
fary to ihift our ground, and look back to the 
caufe of Mr. Wollafton's expulflon. Fromi 
thence it will appear clearly that, " althoilgh 
** he was expelled, he had not rendered him- 

«* fclf 



** by law. ' Fide Serious Conjideratiom y page 
25. 6r thus, ** The houfe, fometvhat inaccu- 
*^ rately, nfed the word expelled; they 
** (hould have called it Amotion." Fide 
Mungo^s Cafe confidered^ page 1 1. Or in (ho rr, 
if thefe arguments fhouid be thought infufii-. 
cienty we may fairly deny the fadl. -For ex- 
ample ; •* I affirm that he Ivas not rc-elefled, 
** The fa'rac Mr. Wollafton, who was expel- 
*' led, was not again eledled. The fame indi- 
*' vidual, if yon pleafe, walked into the hoafe, 
** and took his feat there, but the fame perfon 
«< in law was not admitted a member of that 
^* parliament, from which he had been dif- 
** carded." Fide Letter to Junius^ page 12. 

Second Fact. 

Mr. IValpole having been cofnmitied to the 
Tonver^ and expelled for a high Breach oftrufiand 
notorious corruption in a public office^ *was declared 
incapable^ ^c. 

Argument. 
From the terms cf this vote, nothidg cao 
i>e more evident thanthkt the houfe of coin- 
imoiis xQtant tb fik tbe incapacity upon the pu^ 

nifhmentji 
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Aifliment, and not upon the crime ; but lef 
it fliould appear in a different light to weak, 
uniaformed minds, it may be adviieable to 
gut the refolution, and give it to the public, 
with all poffible folemDity, in the following 
terms, viz. *• Rcfolvcd, that Robert Walpole, 
" Efq; having been that feffion of parliament 
** expelled the boufe, was and is incapable of 
*' being eleaed member to ferve in that pre- 
** fcnt parliament." .Vidt Mungp^ on ibeu/etf 
quotations^ page 1 1 . 

N. B. The author of the anfwer to &r WiU 
Ham Meredith feems to have made ufe of Mui>- 
go's quotation, for in page ig, he affures U9^ 
•* That the declaratory vote of the 17th of 
** February, 1769, was indeed a literal copy 
" of the refolution of the houfe in Mr. WaU 
*• pole's cafe." 

Third. Fact. 

Hh opponent t Mr.Tajflor^ halving the JmaUtfi 
number of ntotes at the next eUHion^ <was dtdarei 

KOT DULY ELECTBDt. 

Argument. 

This fad we cotnfider as diredly in point to 
prove^that Mr. Luttrell ought to be tbe ^t^ 
ting member for the/ollowing reafons^ '' Th« 

•*bur. 
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^ btrrgefles t)f Lynn could draw no other in- 
^ ference from this refoiution, bat this, that 
** at a future eIedion» and in cafe of a iiml* 
*« lar return, the houfe would receive the 
'* fame candidate as duly eleded, whom they 
*• had before rejefted." Fide Poftfcript to Ju- 
ftius^ /• 37* Or thus : ** This their refolution 
'* leaves no room to doubt what part they- 
*' <would have taken, if, upon a fubfrquent 
** rc-ele6lion of Mr. Walpole, there had been 
^ any other candidate in competition with 
** him. For, by their vote, they cpuld have 
'* no other intention. than to admit fuch other 
♦* candidate. '* Fide Mungo^s Cafe conjidered^ p. 
39. Or take it in this light. — The burgeflea 
of Lynn having, in defiance of the houfe, re- 
torted upon them a perfon, whom they hacl 
i>randed with the mod ignominious marks of 
their difpleafure, were thereby fo well intitled 
to favour and indulgence, that the houfe 
could do no lefs than rob Mr. Taylor of a right 
legally veiled in him, in order that the bur- 
gefTes' might b^ apprifed of the law of parlia- 
ment; which law the houfe took a very dired 
way of explaining to them, by refolving that 
the candidate with the few«ft votes was not 
liuly elected :-^" And was not this much more 
^' equitable, more in the fpirit of that equal 
^' and fnbftaniial jis^lice, which is the end of 

«• all 
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<< all law, than if they had violently adb^red^ 
** to the ftrid maxims of law ?" Vide Seriotuf 
ConJidtrationSi p- 3S ^«^ 34* " And if the 
*' prefent houfe of coriia>otis had chofen to 
** follow ihe fpirit of this resolution, they 
** would have received and edablifhed the can-* 
" didate with the feweft votes." Fide Anfwer 
to Sir IV. M. f. i8. 

Permit me now. Sir, to ihew you that the 
worthy Dr. Blackf!one fometimes contradifia 
the miniilry as well as himfclf. The Speech 
without doors afTerts, page 9, ** that the legal 
'' cffed of an incapacity, fopnded on a judi- 
** cial determination of a complete court, ia 
" precifcly the fame as that of an incapacity 
*• created by adl of parliament." Now for > 
the Doftor. — The la^ and the opinion of the 
judge are not ahways convertible terms, or one and 
the fame thing • fince it fometimes may happen thft^ 
the judge i^ay mifake the lana^ Commentaries^ 
Vol. I. p- 71- 

The anfwer to Sir W. M. aflqrts, page 23, 
'* That the returning ciEcer is not a judicial^ 
'* but a purely miniilerial officer. His retara 
*' is no judicial ad."— At 'em again Doctor. 
The Sheriff, in his judicial capacity is to hear and 
determine caufes of 40 jhillings *value and under in 
bis county court » He h44 al/o a judicial poiver in 

divers 



qualification of fvoters^ and to return fuch as b^, 
JhaU DETERMINE to be duly ele^ed. Vide Com- 
meiitaries, p. 332. vol. i. 

What conclufion (ball we draw from fuch 
fadby and fuch arguments, fuch contradic* 
tions I I cannot exprefs my opinion of the pre- 
fect miniflry more exadlly than in the words. 
of Sir Richard Steele, ** that we are governed 
** by a fet of drivellers, whofe folly takes 
** away all dignity from diftrcfs, and makes 
** even calamity ridiculous." 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER 



•XXV. 



ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUB* 
Lie ADVERTISER. 



SIR, 



19. OSlobefi 1769. 



i Am well aflured that Junius will never dc- 
fcend to a difpute with fuch a writer as Mo- 
deftus (whofe letter appeared in the Gazetteer 
of Monday) efpecially as the difpute muft be 
chiefly about words. Notwithllanding the par« 

tiality 
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partiality of the public, it does not appear 
that Junius values himfclf upon any fuperior 
fkiil in compo^cion, and I hope his time will 
be always more ufefully employed than in the 
trifling refinements of verbal criticifm. Mo^ 
deftui^ however, (hall have no reafon to tri- 
umph in the filence and moderation of Junius. 
If he knew as much of the propriety of lan- 
guage, as I believe h« does of the fads in 
queftron, he would have been as cautious of 
attacking Junius upon his compofition, as he 
feenn to be of entering into the fubjed of it ; 
yet after all, the lad is the only article of any 
importance to the public. 

I do not wonder at the unremitted rancour 
with which the Duke of Bedford and his ad- 
herents invariably fpeak of a nation, which 
we well know has been too much injured to 
be eafily forgiven. But why muft Junius be 
an friftiman ? — The ahfurdity of his ^writings hi^. 
frays him. — Waving all coniideration of the in- 
falt offered by. Modefius to the declared judg- 
ment, of the people (ihey may well bear this 
among the reft) let us follow the feveral in- 
ftances, and try whether the charge be fairly 
i^pported. 

Firil then,— the leaving a man to enjoy ifuch 
repofe as he can find upon a bed of torture, is 
ifisut indeed ; perhaps too much {o^ when 

applied 



not diinngmin oecwccn a lai-caim ana a con- 
tradidion. 

2. I affirm with JumuSf that it is the Jre* 
quencj of the fadl, which alone can make us 
comprehend how a. man can be his own ene- 
my. We ihould never arrive at the complex 
idea conveyed by thofe words, if we had only 
feen one or two inftances of a man adling to 
his own prejudice. Offer the proportion to a 
childyOr a man unufed to compound his ideas, 
and you will Toon fee how little either of them 
underhand you. It is not a fimple idea arifing 
from a fingle fa^, but a very complex idea 
arifing from many fafls well obferved, and 
accurately compared. 

3. Modefius Qovld not, without great affedla- 
tion, miftake the meaning of Junius^ when he 
fpeaks of a man who is the bittereft enemy 
of his friends. He could not but know, 
that Junius fpoke, not of a falfe or hollow 
friendfliip, but of a real intention to ferve, 
and that intention producing the word ef- 
fects of enmity. Whether the defcription be 
ilri£^ly applicable to Sir William Draper ia 
another quellion. Junius does not fay that 

Vol. IL Q^ it 
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it Is mdi-e criminal fbr a min to Ue the enemy' 
of his friends than his owd, though he iiHghc 
have affirmed it \Virh troth. In itcMhl liglit 
a m£ln may certainly t^ke greater lib(^rties mtli 
himfelf than with another. To facrrfite oiir- 
felves merdy is a Oreaknefs we ihay fiit)'dl|ge4ny 
if we think propel*, fdr we do it at onr &9hi 
hazard and expenc6 ; bat, nndei! the pretence 
^f f^iendihip, to fport with the reputation, or 
facrifice the honour of another, is fomethlng 
Worfe than weaknefs ; and if, in favour of the 
ibolim intention, we do not call it a crfme, we 
jholl allow at leail that it arifes from an over- 
weening, bufy, meddling imp'udence.-^y«- 
tius fays only, and he fays truly, that ic is more 
extraordinary, that it involves a greater con- 
tradidlioh than the other; and is it hot a draxim 
received in life, that in general we can deter- 
mine more wifely for others than far ourfelves ? 
The reafo^ of h is fo clear in argument, that 
itharcfly wants the confirmation of experience. 
Sir William Draper, I confefs, is an exception 
to the general rule, though not much to his 
credit. 

4. If this gentleman will go back to his 
Ethicks. he may perhaps difcdver the truth of 
what Junius fays, that no outnuard tyranny can 
reach the mind. The tortures of the body may- 
be 
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are totally different both in their caufe and ope- 
ration. The wretch, who fuffers upon th« 
^rack, is merely paffive ; but when the mind 
is tortured, it is not at the command of any 
otrt ward power. It is the fenfe of guilt which 
conftitutes the punifhrnent, and creates that 
torture with which the guilty mind ads upon 
itfclf. 

5* He mifquotes what Junius fays of con- 
'fcience, and makes the fencence ridiculous, by 
making it his own. 

So much for compoiition. Now for fadl.— • 
Junius it feems has miAaken the duke of Bed- 
ford. His Grace had all the proper feelings of 
a father, though he took care to fupprefs the 
•appearance of them* Yet it was an occaAon, 
one would think, on which he need not have 
been a(hamed of his grief; — on which lefs for- 
titade would have done him more honour. I 
-can conceive indeed a benevolent motive for 
bis endeavouring to afTume an air of tranquil- 
lity in his own family, and I wiih I could dif- 
cover any thing, in the rell of his charadter, to 
Juftify my affigning that motive to his beha- 
viour. But 14 there no medium ? Was it ne- 
0^2 ceffary 
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were only of an apparent infenfibility ?— I 
know we are treading on tender ground, and 
Junius f I am convinced, does not wifii to urge 
this queflion farther. Let the friends of the 
Duke of Bedford obferve that humble filence, 
which becomes their fitnation. They (hoold 
recoiled that there are ilill fome fa£ts in ftore, 
at which human nature would ihudder. I (hall 
be underfiood by thofe whom it concerns, when 
J fay that thefe fa&s ^o farther than to the 
Dttke.4 



'^ Within a fortnight after Lord Ta?iftock''3 death, this 
'venerabi c Gertrude had a route at Bcdford-houfe. The good 
Puke (who had only fixty thoufand.pounds a year) ordered 
an inventory to be taken of his fon^s wearing apparel, down 
to hit flippers, fold them all, and put tbetnoney in his poc- 
ket. The amiable Marchionefs, *ihocked at fuch brutal, 
uufeeling avarice, gave the value of the doathsjto the Mar. 
^uis*s lewant, out of her own. pure. That incomparable 
nvoman did aot long furviveher hniband. When fhe died, 
the Dutchefs of Bedford treated her as the Duke had treated 
his only fon. She oi^ered every gown and trinket to be 
fold, and pocketed the money.— -Thefe are the monfters, 
whom Sir William Drapercomes forward to defend. — May 
God prote^ iRtf from doing any thing that may require fuch 
defence, or deferve fuch iriendihip 1 
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though he feels no remorfe, that he may wi(h 
to be revenged. The charge of infenfibilit/ 
carries a reproach indeed, but no danger wich 
it.— ya»/aj had faid, there are others lAjhonvould 
aj/affinate. Modeftus^ knowing his man. will 
not fuffer the infinuation to be divided, but 
£xes it all upon the Duke of Bedford. 

Without determining upon what evidence 
Junius would choofe to be condemned^ I will ven- 
ture to maintain, in oppoficion to Modeftus^ or 
to Mr. Rigby (who is certainly not Modeftus) or 
any other of the Bloomlhury gang, that the 
evidence againft the Duke of Bedford is at 
flrong as any prefumptive evidence can be. Ic 
depends upon a combination of fa£ls and rea- 
fonibg, which require no confirmation from the 
anecdote of the Duke of Marlborough. This 
anecdote was referred to merely to (hew how 
ready a great man may be to receive a great 
bribe ; and if Modeftus could read the original, . 
lie would fee that the expreflion, only mt ac» 
ceptedt was probably the only one in our Ian* 
guage that exactly fitted the cafe. The bribe 
offered to the Duke of Marlborough, was not 
refofed, 

0^3 I cannot 
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I cannot conclude withou,! taking notice of- 
tliis honefl gentleman's learning, and wi^fliing^, 
he had given us a Uule more of it. When hQ 
s^cciden tally found himfelf fo near fpeaking: 
truth, it was rather unfair of him to le^ve put 
t\iQ nott pQtuiffe refelli. As it Hands, tli^ faidtt; 
he^c ofprobria may be divided equally betw.een 
Mr. Rigby and the Dnke of Bedford. Mr.. 
Rig^y> ^ take for granted, will af][ert his na- 
tural right to the modeily of the quotat^oa^. 
and leave all the opprobrium to his Grace. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER •XXIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THB PUBLIC ADVERT 
TISER. 

SIR, 14 No'vemhr 1769. 

X HE variety of remarks, which have bcea- 
made upon the laft letter of Junius^ and my 
own opinion of the Writer, who, whatever 
may be his faults, is certainly not a. weak man, 
have induced me to examine, with fofltir atten» 
tiofl/ the fubje^ of that letter. I conld not 
peifuade myiell' that, while he had plenty of 
important materials, he would have taken. up^ 

a light 



ifitention to ruin the oiHcers concerned in thr 
i^efcue of general Ganfel, or to myite the ge- 
©craj himfelf. Thefe 4re little ob>eas, and 
can noway.GOiitrihute to the great purpofes he 
icems to have in viftw bf addreffing himfelf to 
the publick.— Without confidecing the oma- 
inented flile he has adopted, I determined to 
look further into the n?att<fi;, before I decided 
i^pon the inerixs of his }ett«r. The ^r& Hep f 
took lyas to enx^AJJre in|o the truth of thefts ; 
for if thefe yf^IC eilhei" falf^ or mifreprcfented 
the moil ar,tful es^enionpf his underdanding, 
, in reafoning upon thein» would only be a dif-^ 
grrgceto him.-T-Now^ Sir, I have found every 
^irjCflmilance ftated by Junius to be literally 
tooe. General Ganfel perfuaded the bailiffs. 
%0 ^ndtti^ hiHLto the parade, and certainly fo- 
limited a. Corporal and other Soldiers toaffiil 
bun in making his efeape. Captain DiOdd did 
certainly apply pCaptain Garth for theaM- 
ance o£ his guard* Captain. Garth dedined ap- 
j^SLTing himri^lf^ but fiood aloof, while the 
other took upon him to order out the Kiog-'A. 
guard, and by main force refcued the- Gene* 
val. It is alfo [triply true, that the General 
HfSLSi efcorted by a file of innf<^tteteer9 to^a pUce 

o£ 
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of fecurity.— Thefe are faas, Mr. Woodfalt, 
whichlpromife yoa no gentleman ia the guards 
will deny. If all or any of them are falfe, why 
are they not contradicted by the parties them- 
felves? However .fecare againil military cen- 
fure, they have yet a charader to lofe* and 
furely, if they are innocent, it is not beneath 
them to pay fome attention to the opinion of 
the public. 

The force of Jumus*% obfervations upon 
thefe fadts cannot be better marked, than by 
ilatiAg and i^efating the.objediions which have 
been made to them. One writer fays, *^ Ad- 
** mitting the officers have offended, they are 
'* puniihable at common law, and will yoa 
** have a Britiih fubjeCt paniihed twice for the 
** fame offence P' — I anfwer that they have 
committed two offences, both y^xy enor- 
mous, and violated two laws. Tfte refcue is 
one offence, the flagrant breach of diibipline 
another, and hitherto it does not appear 
that they have been puniihed, or even cen- 
fared for either. Another gentleman lays 
much ffrefs upon the calamity of the cafe, 
and, in dead of difproving fadls, appeals at 
once to the compaffion of the public. This 
idea, as well as the infin nation that dtpri^ving 
tbg part in of tbeir commijjions *wouU be an injurj 

to 



does It appear^ that their creditors, it they 
have any, are more likely to be fatisfied by 
their continuing in the guards. But this fort 
of plea will not hold in any ihape. Compaf- 
£on to an offender^ who has grofsly violated 
the laws, is in eiFedt a^cruelty to the peaceable 
fubjeA who has obferved them ; and, even ad- 
mitting the force of an-y alleviating circum- 
fiances, it^s <neverthelefs true, that. In this 
inftance, the royal compaffion has interpofed 
too foon. The legal and proper mercy of a 
King of -England may remit the paniihment» 
but ought not to flop the trial. 

•Befides thefe particular objedllons, there 
has been a cry raifed sigSLin^ Junius for his ma- 
lice and irjuflice in attacking the miniflry 
upon an event^ which they could neither hin- 
der nor fore fee. This, I muA affirm, is a falfe 
reprefentation of his argument. He lays no 
Hrefs upon the event itfelf, as aground of ac* 
cufation againfl the miniftry, but< dwells en^ 
tirely upon their fubfequent condu£l. He 
does not fay that they are anfwerable for the 
offence, but for the fcandalous negkdl of their 
duty, in fu^ering an offence^ fo flagrant, ta 
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<mt to the public, and a^ indifferent about 
the opinion as they are about the interefts- 
of their country, what aniwer, as officers of 
the crown, will they give wjunitisy when he 
a&8 them. Are fhey awoare of the outrage offered 
to their Sofvereigftt tvhen bis o^u proper guard i* 
Ordered out tofiop^ by mam forces the execution of 
his Aiwj^— And when we fee a miniftry giv- 
ing fuch a ftrange unaccot»n table protedion 
to the officers of the guards, is it unfair to^ 
i«fpe6l, that they have fome Secret and unwar- 
-fantable motives for therr condud? If they 
feel themfclves injured by fuch a fufpicion^ 
why do they not iaimediatcly clear themfelves 
•frpm it, by doing their duty? For the honour 
^of the guards, I cannot help expreffing ano-^ 
•ther fuCpicioR, that^ if the commanding offi* 
^cer had not received a fecret injundlion to the 
contrary, he would, in the ordinary courfe 
of his bafinefs, have applied for a court mar-r 
tial to try the two fubalterns; the one iot 
<)quittirig his guard ; — the other for taking up* 
on him the command of the guard, and toif 
ploying it in the manner he did. I do not 
mean to enter into or defend the feverity with 
^which Junius treats the guards. Oft the con* 

trarjr 
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trary, I Will fuppbfe, for a mortietJt, that they 
deferve a very different character. If this be' 
true, in what light will they corifider the con- 
dud of the two fubalterns, but as a general 
reproach and 'drfgr'acfe tb the whole corps? 
And will they not wifli to f.e them cenfured 
in a military way, if it were ocly for the cre- 
*dit and difcipline of the regiment. 

Upon the whole, Sir, the miniftry feem to 
me to have taken a very improper advantage of 
the good-nature of the public, whofe humanity, 
they found, confidered nothing in this <z^/> but 
the diftrefs of <5eneral Ganfel. They would 
perfuade us, that it was only a common refcue 
by a few diforderly foldiers, and not the formal 
deliberate a^ of the king^s guard, headed by 
•an officer, and the public has fallen into the 
deception. I think, therefore, we are obliged 
to Junius for the care he has taken to inquire 
into the facls, and for the juft commentary 
with which he has given them to the world.— 
For my own part, I am as unwilling as any 
man t« load the unfortunate j but, really, Sir, 
the precedent, vi-h refpeft to the guards, is 
of a mod important mature, and alarming 
enough (confidering the confequences with 
which it may be attended) to deferve a par* 
liamentary enquiry : when the guards are dar- 
ing 



cious violence to Hop the executto of the laws, 
and when fuch extraordinary offences paf with 
impunity, believe me. Sir, the precedent 
flrikes deep, 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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